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is an element of price, but only an element of 

price, and there are so man other elements that 

it may be entirely lost. If it were true, the mer- 

chant would be very willing to have you put any 

duties you pleased on him. Why do foreign coun- 

tries desire you to throw open your ports for free 

trade? Are all the world fools but you? England, 

by her tracts, by her speeches, by her writings, 

asks you to throw open your ports. Is it on ac- 

count of the tenderness of England for our peo- | 
ple? Do they want the men of Vermont or the 

men of Georgia to get their fabrics cheaper? They 

know, for they understand these principles well, | 
that when the duty is levied on imports, it is al- 

ways levied on them, if they are the importers, 

and it may forever stand there. It is the same 

with the houses. If you levy a tax on houses in 

New York, it is possible that that tax is an ele- 

ment of price, and the tenant may pay it, or he 

may never pay a dime of it. The cost of building 

a house is an element of the price of the rent; but 

who does not know that in half the places in the | 
United States, though the brick and mortar and 
jubor are the true and natural elements of price, 
you can never get the interest on them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must | 
ask the Senator to pause. ‘The hour has arrived 
for the special order, which is the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday—the Joan bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to postpone the spe- 
cial order. 7 

Mr. HUNTER. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
on my motion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thought it was understood 
that we should take up the loan bill at one o’clock. 
] made no opposition to taking up the other biil | 
in the morning hour. 

Mr. SEWARD. I stated to the honorable Sen- | 
ator—perhaps he did not understand me—that he 
would have an opportunity to make a motion to 
take up the loan bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Virginia if the amendment I offered 
yesterday is printed ? 

Mr. HUNTER. 

Mr. STUART. 
Senator from New York, for his consideration, | 
whether it would not be better to let us dispose 
of the loan bill to-day ? 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well. ITamadmonished 
that the honorable Senator from Rhode Island has 
the floor to-day on that bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If the amendment is here | 
which was ordered to be printed last night, we 


may go on now; butif it is not here, we had bet- 
ter let it go over. 


I hope not. 
I ask for the yeas and nays 


Mr. HUNTER. The amendment is here; it || 


has been returned from the printing office in order 
that we might go on with the bill. 
Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my motioa. 


FIFTEEN MILLION LOAN. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 396) to authorize a loan not exceed- | 
ing the sum of $15,000,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. before the Senator from | 
Rhode Island takes the floor, | ask permission, | 
for a moment or two, to correct an error into 
which i fell yesterday. In stating the means for 
this year, I stated the probable receipts from pub- | 
lic lands at $7,000,000. I find that I have mis- | 
taken the estimate of the Department in that | 
regard, it being less by over two million dollars. | 
I find, however, that I made an underestimate 
of the receipts from customs and miscellaneous 
sources, so that, although the whole estimate was | 
somewhat in excess, it is probable, not much in | 
excess of what was received last year. 

Mr. SIMMONS. [do not find this amendment | 
printed, which the Senator said was printed. 

Mr. HUNTER. Theamendmentis not printed; | 
but if we have to delay our business for the print- | 
ers, we shall certainly not adjourn by the time 
fixed, and shall never get through; but the amend- | 
ment is here. I sent to the printers to return it, | 
in order that we might go on with the bill to-day. 
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Let us take the vote. || 


| tion be made or given by any person or persons of the incor- 
I suggest to the honorable || ; 8 ay aa See ee re nae 


1 
i 





I do not think that it will do to delay the public 
business for the printers. 
Mr. SEWARD. Let the amendment be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Sec. —. nd he it further enacted, That the provisions 


| of the sixteenth and seventeenth sections of the act of 30th 


August, 1842, the eighth section of the act of 30th July, 1846, 
and the first section of the act of 3d of March, 1851, so far 


| as the same relate toand direct the manner of ascertaining 


and determining the value of merchandise imported into 
the United States, at the principal markets of the countries 
from which the same are imported, shall remain and con- 


| tinue in force, and in all cases, when the same is practica- 


ble, the invoices ofall goods, wares, and merchandise at the 
place or port of exportation shall be verified by the certifi- 
cate of the consul of the United States at such port; and in 
no case shall the duties upon goods be levied in any port 
of the United States upon an amount less than the value 
stated in such invoices, as required in the proviso to the 
eighth section of said act of 30th July, 1846, unless the quan- 
tity of the articles imported shall be lessened, or the quality 
injured upon the voyage of importation. 

Sec. —. 4nd be it further enaeted, That, in order to 
prevent the continuance of fraud upon the revenue by the 
under valuations of foreign imports, and to provide for the 
valuation of imports in the same currency in which duties 
are paid, to wit: the legal currency of the United States, it 
is hereby provided that, in addition to the existing provis- 
ions of law for the entry and appraisement, or valuation of 
any goods, ware~, or merchandise imported into the United 
States, it shall be the duty of the owner, importer, con- 
signee, or agent of any goods, wares, or merchandise im 
ported into any port of the United States, to exhibit to the 
collector or other proper officer of the customs of such port, 
a true invoice of the goods, wares, and merchandise entered 
by such person Or persons at such port, embracing a state- 
ment of the quantity, description, nature, quality, and the 
true wholesale market price or value of the same or similar 
articles in the principal market of the United States, to wit: 
the city of New York, at the time of such entry or impor- 
tation, or at the time nearest thereto which is practicable, 
and such invoice shall be verified and proved by the oath 
of the said Owner, importer, consignee, or agent, who, on 


| conviction of false swearing thereon, shall be subject to the 


forfeiture and penalties as provided by the laws of the Uni- 
ted States in like cases, and prosecuted as for willful and 
corrupt perjury ; and, upon such wholesale market price or 
value, to include the foreign cost, all charges, duties, and 
profits, or so much thereof as may enter into and become a 
part of such wholesale market price or value, the rates of 


| duty imposed by the existing laws of the United States, at 


the time of entry of such importation, upon each article | 


enumerated in such invoice, shall be assessed and paid: 
Provided, Thatif any collector or other proper officer of the 
customs shall have doubts as to the correctness of the val- 
uation as above described, or should complaint or informa- 


rectness of any such valuation, it shall be the duty of the 
collector or other proper officer of the customs to cause the 
true and actual wholesale market price or value of the same 
or similar articles in the city of New York, at the time of 
entry atthe port of entry, to be ascertained and appraised in 
the same mode and manner as the wholesale market price 
or value is now ascertained and appraised in the principal 
markets of the countries from which the same is imported ; 
and it shall in every case be the duty of the appraisers of 
the United States, and every of them, and every person who 


| shall act as such appraiser, or of the collector and naval 
| Officer, as the case may be, by all reasonable ways and 


means in his or their power, to ascertain, estimate, and ap- 


praise the true actual market value or wholesale price of | 


such goods, wares, and merchandise, in the city of New 


York, at the time of entry of such goods, wares, and mer- | 


chandise, at the port of importation, without regard to any | 
other invoice, valuation, orappraisement, or verification of | 


the same by oath or otherwise, or the difference of any such 
invoice or valuation to the contrary notwithstanding. And 
if such last-mentioned appraizal or valuation shall exceed by 
ten per centum or more the value ao declared on the entry, 
then, in addition to the duties imposed by lawon the same, 
there shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty of twenty 
per centum ad valorem on such appraised value, as provided 
in the eighth section of the act of the 30th July, 1846, enti- 
tled “An act reducing the duties on imports, and for other 
purposes.’? And the several collectd?s or other proper offi- 
cers, under such regulations as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, whenever they shall deem it 
necessary to secure the proper payment of the revenue due 
to the United States upon the importation of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, may, and they hereby are required, 
whenever the same is practicable, to take the amount of 
duties chargeable on any article bearing an ad valorem rate 
of duty on the article itself, according to the proportion or 
rate per centum of the duty on said articles; and such goods, 
so taken, the collector or other proper officer shall cause to 
be sold, at public auction, within twenty days from the time 


of taking the same, in the manner prescribed by law, and | 


place the proceeds arising from such sale in the Treasury of || 


the United States. And the said collector or other proper 


officer of the customs is further authorized and required, | 


when he shall deem it necessary to secure the proper 


ted States, to proceed inthe manner prescribed in the eigh- 
teenth section of the said act, approved the 30th day of 
August, 1842, even though no fraud or intentional under- 
valuation shall be imputed ; and, as compensation to the 
collector and appraisers for their services in such proceed- 
ing, they sha]! be entitled to a comn.ission of one per centum, 


ay- || 
ment of the duties accruing to the Government of the Uni- | 


to be shared by them, upon the amount of duties thus se- 


cured and paid, in addition to such other compensation as 
they are, by law, entitled to. 

Sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That should any per- 
son Or persons complain or give information to the collector 
or other proper officer of the customs that any false or under 
valuation of any goods, wares, or merchandise has been 
made by any owner, importer, consignee, or agent, as afore - 
said, under the preceding section of this act, or of any ex- 
isting law of the United States, with a view to defraud the 
Government of the duty legally due upon the same, the 
proper officer shall proceed to ascertain and appraise the 
true market value, as provided for iu the preceding section 
and according to law; and if any forfeiture orpenalty shall 
be incurred by any such owner, importer, consignee, or 
agent, one half the amount or value of such forfeituse shall 
accrue to the benefit of the person or persons complaining 
or giving information which may have led to the detection 
of such fraud or under valuation. 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act, be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. SIMMONS proceeded to address the Sen- 
ate on his amendment, and the debate was con- 
tinued by other Senators to a late hour, when, 
without taking an yquestion, the Senate adjourned 


HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, May 25, 1858. 
The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Septimus ‘Tustin. 
Lhe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MEETING OF THE NEXT CONGRESS. 
Mr. GROW asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following joint resolution: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the Fresi- 
dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House adjourn 
their respective Houses for this session of Congress, it shall 
be to ineet again at twelve o’clock on Thursday, the 4th day 
of November next. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected, and called 
for the regular order of business. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BILLS. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the ordering the main question upon all 
the bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole onthe state of the Union yesterday, upon 
which the previous question was ordered last 
evening. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the main 
question had better be ordered upon each bill 
separately. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 


| main question must be ordered upon all the bills 


together, inasmuch as the previous question was 
ordered by unanimous consent upon all. 

The main question was then ordered to be put 
upon all the bills. 

The following bills, relating to the District of 
Columbia, reported yesterday from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, were 
then taken up in their order, and disposed of as 
indicated below: 

A bill (H. R. No. 540) to provide for lighting 
with gas certain streets across the Mall, reported 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LAMP-POSTS IN GEORGETOWN. 


Joint resolution (H. R. No. 27) relating to the 
erection of lamp-posts in Georgetown, District of 
Columbia, was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the 


| previous question on the passage of the joint rvs- 


olution. 
Mr. KELSEY demanded the yeas and nays. 


Mr. GOODE. A provision for the accomp!isi- 
| 


| ment of this work has been put in one of the ap- 
| propriation bills, and I, therefore, move to lay tie 
| joint resolution upon the table. 

\" The motion was agreed to. 
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ROADS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


A bill (H. R. No. 580) making an appropri- 
ation for the repair of certain roads in the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GROW moved to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. PEYTON demanded the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion of Mr. Grow was agreed to. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was laid upon the table, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN WASHINGTON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 248) regulating municipal 
elections in the city of Washington, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Unioif, with a recommendation that the enacting 
clause be stricken out, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

Mr. BURNETT demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 88, nays 91; as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Bliss, Brayton, Buftinton, Burlingame,Case, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cra- 
gin, Curtis, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, 
Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, Fenton, Gilman, Gilmer, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Grow, Uarlan, Hill, Horton, Howard, 
Jewett,George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, 
Joun C. Kunkel, Lawrence, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey 
Marshall, Matteson, Maynard, Milier, Miilson, Morgan, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morns, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Parker, Pettit, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Pottle, 
Purvianee, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, John 
Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, 
Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood,Wade, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, and Zol- 
heotfer—k2. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, 
Barksdale, Blair, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, 
Barns, Cavanaugh, Jobn B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, 
John Cochrane, Corning, Crawtord, Curry, Davidson, Davis 
of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dean, Dowdell, Edmund 
son, Elliott, English, Florence, Foley, Gartrell, Gillis, 
Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hatch, Hawkins, Hoard, Uopkins, 
Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, 
Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Letcher, Maclay, 
MeQueen, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Moore,Isaac 
N. Morris, Niblack, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, William W. 
Phelps, Powell,Quitman, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, 
Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert 
Simith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Staliworth, Ste- 
phens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Tay- 
lor, Ward, Watkins, White, Winslow, Woodson, Worten- 
dyke, and Augustus R. Wright—91. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. WALBRIDGE stated that the health of 
his colleague, Mr. Leacn, continuing bad, he had 
left the city, and had paired off for this week with 
Mr. Craice, of North Carolina, and for the rest 
of the session with Mr. Greenwoop, on all po- 
litical questions. 

Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina, stated that his 
colleague, Mr. Craigs, had been called home by 
important business, and had paired off for this 
week with Mr. Leacn. 

Mr. MILLSON stated that he voted in the af- 
firmative because of the very harsh and unneces- 
sarily severe penalties contained in the third and 
fourth sections of the bill. 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that he voted in the 
negative, protesting against the tax-paying qual- 
iheation, 

Mr. ARNOLD not being within the bar when 
his name was called, asked unanimous consent 
to vote, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. RUSSELL made a similar request. 

Objection was made. 

rhe question then recurred on striking out the 
enacting clause; and, being taken, it was decided 
in the negative. 

So the enacting clause was not stricken out. 

nm . . . 

Phe question then recurred on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. BURNETT. | move to amend the bill by 
striking from it that clause which requires the 
payment of a school tax and tax on personal prop- 
erty. 

The SPEAKER. The eae question is op- 
erating upon the bill, and the amendment can come 
in only by unanimous consent. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I supposed the | 


previous question only operated upon striking out 
the enacting clause. 
striking out the enacting clause, and 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee is right. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out, in lines twelve and thirteen, the following 
words: 





—and shall have paid, and the taxes on personal prop- 


| erty due from him.”? 


I now demand the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There is another 
amendment which met the very general approba- 
tion of the committee yesterday, and I hope the 


gentleman from Kentucky will also allow it to | 


| come in. It is to add at the end of the section the 
words, ‘* not exercising or claiming to exercise | 


the right of suffrage elsewhere.’’ 

Mr. BURNETT. No, sir; I do not give way 
to allow that amendment to be offered. 1 demand 
the previous question on the engrossment of the 
bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
amendment. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. May 25 


‘The question was stated on | 
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Bliss, Branch, Brayton, Buflintun, Burlingame, Case, Char. 
fee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Co 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Massachusetts 
Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, F astia. 
Fenton, Foster, Garnett, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodw);)’ 
Granger, Grow, Ilarian, J. Morrison Harris, Hill, Horton’ 
Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kuyk, , 
Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, Maynard’ 
Miilson, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Fre. 
man H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichoj< 
Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purvianes’ 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, John Sherinay’ 
Judson W. Sherman, William Smith, Stanton, William 
Stewart, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Under. 
wood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wi). 
son, Wood, Woodson, and Zollicofter—94, ; 


So the bill was passed. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. WHITELEY stated that he had paired of 
with Mr. Oui. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 


lax, 


| lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


Mr. BURNETT demanded the yeas and nays. | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and was decided in the 


affirmative—yeas 135, nays 52; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, An- 
drews, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Burnett, 
Burns, Burroughs, Case, Cavanaugh, Clemens, Cobb, Clark 
BB. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Corning, 
Covode, Cox, James Craig, Curry, Curtis, Davidson, Davis 


of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dodd, Dowdell, Elliott, | 


English, Eustis, Farusworth, Faulkner, Penton, Florence, 
Foley, Foster, Gartrell, Gillis, Goodwin ,Greenwood, Gregg, 
Groesbeck, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, Hawkins, 
Hoard, Hopkins, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Kellogg, Kelly, Kelsey, Kilgore, Jacob M. Kun- 
kel, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lovejoy, McQueen, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, lsaac N. Morris, Free 
man Hl. Morse, Mott, Murray, Niblack, Nichols, Palmer, 
Parker, Peyton, Jolin 8. Pheips, William W. Phelps, Pot 


ter, Pottle, Powell, Quitman, Reilly, Ruflin, Russell, San- | 


didge, Scales, 
Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Spin- 
ner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, 
‘Talbot, George Taylor, Thayer, Tompkins, Underwood, 
Waldron, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Woodson, Worten- 


| dyke, and John V. Wright—135. 


| Dawes, Dean, Dick, Durfee, Edmundson, Garnett, Gilman, | 


| 
| 


NAYS — Messrs. Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Cas- 
kie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, Comins, 
Cragin, Crawford, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa, 


Gilmer, Gooch, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hill, Horton, Howard, Owen Jones, Kuapp, Morrill, 


Seott, Searing, Seward, John Sherman, | 


Oliver A. Morse, Pike, Purvianee, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rob- | 


bins, Roberts, Royce, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Wil- 
liam Smith, Stephens,William Stewart, Thompson,Wade, 
Walbridge, Watton, 
Wright—52. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. DAWES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Damre ut, had paired off with Mr. Canurners. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and, being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 


White, Wood, and Augustus R. || 


Mr. BURNETT demanded the previous ques- || 


tion on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. DEAN ealled for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the affirmative—yeas 102, nays 94; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, 


Barksdale, Bishop, Blair, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Burnet, 
Burns, Cavanaugh, Chapman, John B. Clark, Clay, Clem- 
ens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James 
Craig, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis 
of Mississippi, Dewart, Dinmick, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Elliott, English, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, 
Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. 


Hall, Hatch, Hawkins, Hoard, Hopkins, Huyler, Jackson, | 
Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, | 


Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, 
Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, 
Miles, Miller, Niblack, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, William 
W. Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reilly, Ruffiu, Rus- 
sell, Sandidge, Scales, Scot, Searing, Seward, Aaron 


Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, | 
| Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stephens, Steven- | 


son, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Tay- 
lor, Ward, Watkins, Winslow, Augustus R. Wright, and 
John V. Wright—102. 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Bingham, 


Lawrence, | 








The latter motion was agreed to. 


LITTLE FALLS BRIDGE. 


A bill (H. R. No. 274) to reimburse the cor. 
poration of Georgetown, in the District of Co. 
lumbia, a sum of money advanced towards the 
construction of the Little Falls bridge, was next 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. KELSEY moved to lay the bill on the 
table, and demanded the yeas and nays on the 
moton.,. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. KELSEY called for tellers on the motion. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ketsey,and 
Wricut of Georgia were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 62, f 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was laid on the 
table, and also moved to lay the motion to recou- 
sider on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for the yeas 
and nays on the latter motion. 

The yens and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. GOODE asked for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hawkins 
and DurFEE were appointed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Wil! the House 
hear me give one word of explanation ? 

Several Members objected. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes eighty-five; noes not counted. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON. 
Senate bill (No. 227) authorizing the organiza- 
tion of a fire department in the District of Co- 


lumbia, reported back by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with an amend- 


| ment in the nature of a substitute. 


The amendment was adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered toa third 
reading, and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved tu lay the 
bill on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to—only twenty- 
six having voted therefor. 

The question then recurred on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. GOODE moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question seine to be put. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
NATIONAL MONUMENT SOCIETY. 


An act (No. 152) to incorporate the Washing- 
ton National Monument Society, reported back 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, with the recommendation that it do not 

ass. 

Mr. MORGAN moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE RAILROAD. 


House bill (No. 541) in relation to a railway 
along Pennsylvania avenue, in Washington city, 
in the District of Columbia, reported back from 
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the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, with the recommendation that the enact- 
ing clause be stricken out, ; ; 

Sundry amendments were offered to the bill, by 
ynanimous consent, by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Lercuer, | after the bill was reported 
to the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit that the 
motion to strike out the enacting clause cuts off 
the amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments were re- 
ceived by unanimous consent, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ButI submit that 
the amendments could not be entertained with the 
motion to strike out the enacting clause pending. 

The SPEAKER. Not by unanimous consent? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair differs with the 
gentleman. 
~ The enacting clause to the bill was not stricken 

gut. 

Mr. WARD. I demand the previous question 
on the bill and amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendments moved by Mr. Lercuer in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and which were cut off by the motion to strike 
out the enacting clause, but afterwards renewed 
in the House, were severally read, and agreed to. 

Mr. CORNING. Ishould like to know whether 
there have been any petitions sent here from the 
people of this District in favor of this railroad; 
and whether it is not, in fact, for the benefit of 
two or three individuals? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and, being en- 
crossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
Mr. WARD. I demand the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BISHOP. I move that the bill be laid on 
the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; in which he was directed to ask the 
the concurrence of the House: 

Anact (No. 318) for the relief of Keep, Bard, & 
Co., J. Canfield, and Joseph Landis & Co.; and 

An act (No. 287) for the relief of Sherlock & 
Shirley. 

OHIO CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. The hour has ar- 
rived for taking the vote on the Ohio contested- 
election case. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Georgia. Let the pending 
question be disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent 
of the House that the Ohio contested-election case 
be postponed until the pending bill is disposed 
of? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I move, then, that 
the House proceed to the consideration of the 
special order fixed for this hour. 

Mr. WARD. Yesterday and to-day were set 
apart for the consideration of business pertaining 
to the District of Columbia. Has it not, there- 
fore, priority over the special order referred to by 
the gentleman from Illinois ? 

The SPEAKER. The Ohio contested-election 
case involves a question of privilege. The Chair 
is of opinion that where there is a collision be- 
tween two special orders, the one first made will 
take precedence; but, in this instance, the special 
order, appropriating Monday and Tuesday for the 
consideration of business pertaining to the Dis- 
twictof Columbia, was made by a two-thirds vote 
under the suspension of the rules; whilst the other 
was made a special order by the unanimous con- 
sent of the House, and, of course, will take pre- 
cedence where they come in collision. 

Mr. STANTON. What becomes of the rail- 
road bill? 

The SPEAKER. It will come up again so 
soon as this question is disposed of. The first 
question in order is on the following proposition 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Mar- 
SHALL:] 


“That the papers in the contested-election case of Val- 
landigham vs. Campbell be, and the same are hereby, re- 
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committed to the Committee of Elections, with instructions | 
that both parties are permitted, by the House, to take fur- | 
ther tegtimony, under the regulations of law, on notice, until | 
the first Monday in December, 1858.” 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I demand the | 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 92, nays 116; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
singham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buflinton, Burlingame, 
Burroughs, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. 
Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, 
Dodd, Durfee, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Gilman, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Mor- 
rison Harris, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, 
Kigore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Letter, Lovejoy, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Pur 
vianee, Ricaud, Ritehie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, John 
Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William 
Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, ‘Thompson, ‘Tompkins, Under- 
wood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, [Israel Washburn, 
Wilson, Wood, and Zollicotfer—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 


| Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie,Boyce, 


Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chap 
man, John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, 
Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, 
Dimmick, Dowdel, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Fauikner, 
Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Gregg, 
Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Hateh, 
Hawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J.Glancy Jones, Owen 
Jones, Keitt, Keily, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Law- 


rence, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, Samuel S Marshall, 
| Mason, Miles, Miller, Millson, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nib 


lack, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phillips, 


| Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reilly, Rutiin, Russell, Sandidge, 


Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. 
Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, James 
A. Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, 
Watkins, White, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Au- 
gustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright—116. 


So the proposition was disagreed to. 
Pending the above call, 


Mr. POTTLE stated that Mr. Hatt, of Mas- 


| sachusetts, was detained from the Hall by indis- | 


position. 
Mr. TRIPPE stated that his colleague, Mr. | 
Hirt, had paired off on this question with Mr. | 


| McKisay. 


| Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 


| Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Har- 


| man H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 


Mr. MAYNARD stated that he had paired off | 
on this question with his colleague, Mr. Savaae. |! 

Mr. TRIPPE stated that on this question he 
had paired off with Mr. Reagan. 

Mr. COCKERILL stated that his colleague, | 


_Mr. Penp.eton, had paired off with Mr. Davis, | 


of Maryland. 
The result having been announced as above | 

recorded, 
The question next recurred on the following 

resolution, offered by Mr. Gitmer: 
Resolved, That the Hon. Lewis D. Campbell is entitled to | 


retain his seat as member from the third congressional dis- 
trict in the State of Ohio to this Congress. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I demand | 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in || 
the negative—yeas 92, nays 116; as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 


durroughs, Case, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Coliax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Massa- | 
chusetta, Davis of Lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dur- | 
fee, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Gilman, Gilmer, 


ris, Hill, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Mar- | 
shall, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Free I] 


Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, 


| Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, John 
Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William || 


| Braneb, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chap- || 
| man, John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, 


| Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk- 
| ner, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, 


| L. Harris, Hateh, Hawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, 


| Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Under- 


wood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, [srael Washburn, Wil- 
son, and Wood—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, | 


Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, 
Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, 


Greenwood. Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas 


Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, 
Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, 
McQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Miil- 
son, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Peyton, John 8. 
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Phelps, Willian W. Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, 
Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Searing, 
Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, 
Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stati 
worth, Stephens, Stevensen, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Watkins, White, 
Winslow, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and Joha V. 
Wright—116. 

So the resolution was disagreed to. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. CHAFFEE stated that he was out attend- 
ing to business of his committee when his name 
was called,and asked leave to vote. 

Mr. PHILLIPS objected. 

Mr. CHAFFEE said that, if allowed to vote, 
he would have voted in the affirmative. 

The vote was then announced as above re- 
corded. 

The question next recurred on the following 
resolutions, offered by Mr. Lamar: 

Resolved, That Lewis D. Campbell is not entitled toa 
seat in the Thirty-Fifth Congress ag the Representative 
from the third congressional district of Ohio. 

Resolved, That Clement L. Vallandigham is entitled to a 
seat in the Thirty-Fiith Congress as the Representative 
trom the third congressional district of Ohio. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded the 

eas and nays. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is that proposition divisible ? 

The SPEAKER. Itisall offered as one amend- 
ment, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Which resolution 
do we vote on now? 

The SPEAKER. The House votes on the 
proposition submitted by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Lamar. ] 

Mr. HILL. Is it in order to move that the fur- 
ther consideration of this question be postponed ? 

The SPEAKER, It would not be in order, as 
the House is now acting under the operation of 
the previous question. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iask that the original resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Harris,} 
to which that is an amendment, be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That a vacancy exists in the representation in 
the House of Representatives of the United States from the 
third congressional district of the State of Ohio, and that 
the Speaker be directed to notify the Governor of that State 
thereof. 

Mr. LETCHER. To simplify the thing, as 
the vote has substantially been taken on the first 
branch of the amendment, [suggest that now the 


| vote be taken on the other branch. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 


| that the resolution is not divisible. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Itcan be done 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. HILL. If the emendment be voted down, 
will not the question then recur on the adoption 
of the resolution of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Harris ?) 

The SPEAKER. It will. The amendment is 
to strike out all after the word ** Resolved,’’ and 
to insert what has beenread. If the amendment 
be agreed to, then the question will recur on 
agreeing to the resolution as amended. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Inasmuch as 
the House has already voted on the first branch 
of the -mendment, I suggest that the vote now be 
on the second branch of it. 

The SPEAKER. Unless by unanimous con- 


| sent, the Chair is of the Sone that the amend- 


ment is not divisible. Ifa division had been asked 


| for before the call for the previous question, it 
'| would have been in order. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I think that 


| the Chair’s decision is correct. 1 ask that it be 


done by unanimous consent. 

Several Members objected. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—ayes 109, nays 103; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, 


| Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chap- 


man, John. B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, Da- 
vidson, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, Dowdell, 


| Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, 
| Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes- 


beck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hawkins, Hopkins, Hous- 
ton, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, J. Glancy 
Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, 


Landy, Lawrence, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Mason, 
Miles, Miller, Moore, Niblack, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Wil - 
liam W. Pheips, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reilly, Ruffin, 
Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, Henry 
M. Shaw, John Sherman, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, Sam- 
uel A. Smith, William Smith, Staliworth, Stepliens, Ste 
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venason, Sennee A. Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, | Miles 
Taylor, Ward, White. Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, 
Augustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright—109 

NAV S— Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingam 
Burroughs, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clerk, Clawson, Clark B 
Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis 
of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes 
Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee. Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Foster, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Uhomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hul, 
Hoard, Horton, Howard, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kel 
sey, Kilgore, Knapp, Joon C. Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, Millson, Morgan, 
Morrill, Edward Jov Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. 
Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, 
Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Poule, Purviance, Ready, Ri 
caud, Ritehic, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Aaron Shaw, Jud 
son W.. Sherman, Robert Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Willram 
Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Under 
wood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C, 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat 
kins, Wilson, Wood, and Zollicoffer-—103. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Pending the vote 

Mr. WHITELE Y stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Our. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, said: I will change 
my vote, and vote in the affirmative, for the pur- 
pose of moving to reconsider. IL do not do it with 
the purpose of delaying the vote. [Cries of ‘* Or- 
der!’’ ** Order! ’’] 

The result was then announced as 
corded. 

Mr. LAMAR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was agreed to; and 
moved to lay the 
table. : 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I move that the 
House do now adjourn; and upon that motion | 


demand the yeas and nays. 1 do it for the pur- 
pose-——-— 


(Crie s of ** Order!’’] 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded with the call of the roll, 
but was inte rrupte d by— 

Mr. SHE RMAN, of Ohio, who said: 
to withdraw the motion to adjourn. I will state 
that | did not know that one or two gentlemen 
who are absent had paired off. Since I made the 
motion, | have been informed that the gentlemen 
to whom | refer are paired. With the leave of 
the House, and with the privilege of changing my 
vote back to where it was, I will withdraw the 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. EUS ris objected. 

The Clerk resumed the call of the roll; 
subseque ntly interrupted by— 

Mr. EUSTIS, who withdrew his objection. 

Mr. REILLY renewed the objec tion, 

The call of the roll was then concluded; and 
the result was announced—yeas 12, nays 190; as 
follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Bennett, Billinghurst, Burroughs, Case, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Durtee, Foster, 
Gilman, Gilmer, and Wood—12. 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Abl, Anderson, An- 
drews, Arnold,Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bingham, Bishop, 
Blair, Bliss, Bocock, Bouham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Brayton, Bryan, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Burns, 
Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Chapman, John B. Clark, 
Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, 
Comins, Corning, Covode, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, 
Curry, Curtis, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mis 
sissippi, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa, Dawes, 
Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dimmick, Dodd, Dowdell, Edmund 
gen, Elliott, English, Bustis, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Fen 
ton, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gooch, 
Goode, Goodwin, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grow, 
Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hatch, Hawkins, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, 
Houston, Howard, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, 
Kellogg, Kelly, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kun 
kel, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lovejoy, Maclay, McKibbin, MeQueen, Hum 
yhrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Matteson, 
Miles, Miller, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, leaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. 
Morse, Mott, Murray, Niblack, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pey- 
ton, John S. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pike, 
Potier, Poutle, Powell, Purviance, Quitman, Ready, Reilly, 
Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, 
Scales, Scott, Searing, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, John 
Sherman, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Sam- 
uel A. Smith, William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stan- 
ton, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, William 
Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, George Taylor, Mites Taylor, 
Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade. Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, White. Wil 
son, Winslow, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffe r—190. 


above re- 


also 
motion to reconsider on the 


I desire 


but was 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Pending the call, 


Mr. TRIPPE stated that he had paired off with | 


} son, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, 


| James A. Stewart, 








Mr. Res aAGANuponall contested-el lection cases, and | 
supposed the pair extended toall incidental ques- 
tions; and therefore he would not vote. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, stated that he had 
paired off with Mr. PenpLeron upon the contest- 
ed-election case of Vailandigham vs. Campbell. 

The question recurring upon the motion to lay 
upon the tabie the motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was adopted, 

Mr. WILSON called for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 99; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, 
Sarksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, | 
Chapman, Johan B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, ( Jobb, John Coch- 
rane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, C rawford, Cur- 
ry, Davidson, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Elliot, Eugtsh, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, 
Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hawkins, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Gianey Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Ma- 
clay, McKibbin, MeQueen, Mason, Miles, Miller, Moore, 
Niblack, Peyton, John S. Phelps, William W_ Phelps, 
Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, San- 
didge, Scales, Scou, Searing, Seward, Henry M. Shaw, 
Shorter, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, ‘Tal- 
bot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Watkins, White, 
Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, 
and John V. Wright—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott. Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Indiana, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, 
Dick, Dodd, Durtee, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, 
Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Grow, Harlan, J. Mer 
rison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hill, Hoard, Horton, How- 
ard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, 
Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Edward J. Morris, Isaac N. Mor 
ris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Powe, Pur- 
viance, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Rovee, 
Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Robert 


Smith, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thay- | 


er, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, 


Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. | 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Wood, and Zolli- 


cotfer—99. 
So the motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 


The question recurring upon the original prop- 
ositionas amended, 

Mr. LEITER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 100; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, San k, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, 
Braneh, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chapman, 
John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cock- 
erill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Crawtord, Curry, David- 
Dimmick, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, 
Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gooch, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes 
beck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hawkins, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hughes, Huvler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, J. 
Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, 
Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, 
Mason, Miles, Miller, Moore, Niblack, Peyton, John 8. 
Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, 
Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Searing, 
Seward, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, 
Talbot, George ‘Taylor, Miles Taylor, 
Ward, Watkins, White, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, 
Augustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright—107. 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billing- 
hurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlin- 
game, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Coch- 
rane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of 


| Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Iowa, Dawes, 


| Harlan, J 


Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Foster, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, 
. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hill, a 
Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C 
Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, 


| Matieson, Miilson, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 


Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Pot- 
ter, Pottle, Purviance, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Roberts, Royce, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. 
Sherman, Robert Smith, Spianer, Stanton, William Stew- 
art, ‘T'appan, Thayer, Tompson, Tompkins, Underwood, 
Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C.Wash- 
barn, Ellihu B. W ashburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, 
Wood, and Zollicoffer—100. 


So the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 


Mr. LAMAR moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 
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Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays | 


on the latter motion. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The motion to lay upon the table was agreed to. |! 


|, nard, Miller, Millson, Morgan, 





| May 25, 
_—_—_—_——————— 
sacand || “Mr. VALLANDIGHAM was then qualified by taking 


, the usual oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 





RAILWAY ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 


The SPEAKER stated that the business next 
in order was the demand for the previous question 
on the bill (H.R. No. 541) in relation to a rajj. 
way through Pennsylvania avenue, in the Dis. 
trict of Columbia. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BISHOP moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 87, nays 100; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Alil, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
ats Barksdale, Bishop, Bonhain, Bowie, surnett, Burns, 

tas skie , Cavanaugh, John B. Clark, C lay, Clemens, C obb, 
Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Cy; ry, 
Davis of ‘Mississippi, Dean, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmund. 
son, Elliott, English, Gartrell, ees "Greenwood. Greg, 
Harlan, Hatch, Houston, Huyler, Jac ‘kson, Jewett, Georg 
W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, John C. Kunkel, Landy, co. 
rence, Leiter, Letcher, McKibbin, McQueen, Mason, M; 


ay- 
Isaac N. Morris, Murray, 
| Niblack, Pettit, eee John 8S. Phelps, Powell, Re aga, 
| Reilly, Ruffin, Savage, Scales, Searing, Henry M. Shaw, 
Shorter, William Smith, Stallworth, Ste phens, Stevenson, 
James A. Stewart, Talbot, Miles Taylor, Underwood, 
landigham, Ellinu B. Washburne, Watkins, White, Wise 
low, Woodson, Wortendyke, John V. Wright, and Zollicof- 
fer—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, Butlinton, 
Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, Ciaw- 
| son, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Curtis, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
lowa, Dawes, Dewart, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, 
Florence, Foley, Foster, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Gran- 
ger, Groesbeck, Grow, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Haw- 
kins, Hill, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Owen Jones, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Love 
| joy, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, 

Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A, 

Morse, Mott, Palmer, Parker, William W. Phelps, Phillips, 

Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, 
| Ritehie, Robbins, Roberts, Royee, Seward, Aaron Shaw, 

John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Singleton, Robert 
| Smith, Samuel A. Sinith, Stanton, William Stewart, Tap- 
pan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Walbridg 
Waldron, Walton, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, israel 
Washburn, and Augustus R. Wright—100. 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the table, 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, stated that Mr. 
SanpipG_e had paired off with Mr. Girman. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
| and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, Butfinion, 
Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Cobb, 
Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Co- 
| vode, Cragin, Curtis, Davidson, Davis of Maryland, Davis 

of Indiana, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dewart. Dick, Dodd, 
| Farnsworth, Fenton, Fiorence, Foley, Foster, Gilmer, 
| Gooch, Goodwin, Groesbeck, Grow, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hawkins, Hill, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Keliy, 
Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel. Lovejoy, Ma 
| clay, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. 
Morse, Mott, Nichols, Falmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, 
Pottle, Purvianece, Quitman. Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Roberts, Royce, Seward, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, 
Judson W. Sherman. Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith. Spin- 
ner, Stanton, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Ward, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Israel! Washburn, Wood, and Augustus R. 
Wright—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Abl, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
Avery, Bishop, Bonham. Bowie, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, 
John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cc ockerill, Corning, Cox, 
James Craig, Craw ford, C urry, Davis of Mississippi, Dean, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Engiish, Garnett, Gartreli, Goode, 
Greenwood, Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, Houston, 
Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Leiter, Letcher, 
McKibbin, McQucen, Mason, "Miller, Millson, Morgan, 
Isaac N. Morris, Murray, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Jolin 
S. Phelps, Powell, Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, Scaies, Scott, 
Searing, Henry M. Shaw, William Smith, Stallworth, Ste- 
phens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, 
Talbot, George T: aylor, Miles Taylor, Underwood, Vailau- 
digham, Ellihu B. Washburne, Watkins, White, Winslow, 
Woodson, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—82. 


So the bill was passed. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. MAYNARD stated that he had paired off 
on this question. 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that had he been in 
when his name was called he would have voted 
| in the negative. 

Mr. WARD moved to reconsider the vote by 
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which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay ‘| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISTRICT TURNPIKE ROADS. 


Mr. GOODE. I yesterday made an adverse | 
reporton a petition in reference to the purchase | 
of certain turnpike gates and roads, and gave the | 
eentieman from Maryland (Mr. Bowe] the op- 
portunity tomake a minority report, accompanied 
by a bill. Lask that the majority report, and the 
views of the minority together with the accom- | 
nanying bill, be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and be printed. 


The bill is very 
short, and I hope it will be read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill was reported from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, with 
a recommendation that it be laid upon the table; 
and it was accordingly laid upon the table. This 
is a motion to reconsider the vote by which it was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will not ask for the 
reading of the bill under those circumstances. 

The motion to reconsider was laid upon the 


| table—ayes.one hundred; noes not counted. 


It was so ordered. | 


FURNITURRF OF OLD HALL. 

Mr. GOODE. I have to ask the House, per- 
hans as the last favor during the session, to adopt 
a resolution which I have been instructed to re- 
port by the Committee for the District of Colum- 


bia. 1 


The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and he is hereby, directed 
to place at the disposal of the trustees of the public schools 
of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, for the use of 
the public schools in their respective cities, the chairs and | 
desks lately used by members in the old Hall of the House 
of Representatives. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is that resolution | 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in 
order. It is a report from the committee. 

Mr. GOODE. If this resolution be adopted, it 
is obvious that the remnant of old furniture will | 
be appropriated to a useful purpose. If it be not 
thus appropriated, it will be sent to the auctioneer | 
and sold for a trifle. Now, Il ask the members of 
this House, if they can do better than to send this 
old furniture to be enjoyed by the rising genera- 
tion—for the benefit of the high purpose of edu- | 
cation? I am sure that I have said sufficient to 
induce the House to adopt the resolution; and if 
the simple suggestion is not enough, I could not 
say enough. ** Suffer little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not, for of such is the king- 
dom of Heaven.’’ I ask the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. Is that a resolution of the 
House or a joint resolution? 

The SPEAKER. A resolution of the House. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, this is property be- 
longing to the Government, and we cannot dis- 
pose of it by a simple resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Would it be in 
order to move to substitute the desks and chairs 
in this Hall for those in the old Hall? [Laugh- 
ter.] 

The SPEAKER. 
now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
would cheerfully do that. I would rather give 
them these desks and chairs than those in the old 
Hall. 

The question was taken on Mr. WasHBuRNE’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise toa privi- 
leged question. I call up the motion to reconsider 


It would not be in order 


If it would, I | 


the vote by which the House laid upon the table | 


Senate bill (No. 151) further to amend the act 
entitled ** An act to incorporate the Provident 
Association of Clerks in the civil department of 
the Government of the United States in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.’’ 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. Does this business 


come in under the special order? 


The SPEAKER. The bill was reported from | 


the Committee for the District of Columbia. On 
motion of the chairman of the committee, it was 
lid upon the table on the 28th of April last. A 
motion was then made to reconsider, and the 
question now is upon that motion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would like the 
House to consider the bill. The committee re- 
ported adversely on it, and it was laid upon the 
table without discussion or consideration. 

Mr. SCALES. 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would be very glad 
to know what we are voting about. I should be 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to ask my colleague if 
he proposes to close the debate on the fortification 
bill? We might pass it this evening. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I propose to take 
up another bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to allow me to introduce a joint res- 
olution. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to allow me to have an order made 
for the printing of a bill. e 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have a joint resolution 
which I desire the House to 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
signed to me. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair assiened the floor 
to the gentleman from Alabama, in case the gen- 


WASS. 


I thought the floor was as- 


tleman from Pennsylvania would yield it. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 


I will yield to the 
gentleman from Alabama. 


PAYMENT OF WITNESSES. 


Mr. HOUSTON. There are various witnesses 
who have been discharged from select commit- 
tees and have not been paid. The Clerk has es- 


| timated that $12,000 is the amount necessary to 


I move to lay the motion to | 


happy to have the bill reported. I do not know | 


pay them. lask the House to pass the joint res- 


| olution, so that the witnesses who have been dis- 


charged may be paid, and permitted to return 
home. 

No objection being made, Mr. Houston intro- 
duced a joint resolution making appropriation to 
pay the expenses of the several investigating com- 


_mittees of the House of Representatives; which 
| was read a first and second time. 


Mr. HOUSTON. As it is important that the 
joint resolution should pass speedily, I ask the 


| previous question. 





The previous question was seconded,and the 
main question ordered, and under the operation 
thereof the joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The joint resolution was then passed. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 


regular order of business. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that the 
House adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I want to know 
whether the gentleman from Pennsylvania pro- 


poses to have a business session or a session for 
debate ? 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I propose to have 
a business one, and I hope gentlemen will stay 
here and keep a quorum here. 

[Cries of ** Agreed ed 

The question was taken upon the motion of 
Mr. J. Grancy Jones; and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Harais, of Illi- 
nois,) in the chair. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN stated the first business in 
order to be the consideration of the fortification 
bill. ; 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. As the bill making 
appropriations for fortifications has been taken 
up heretofore for the purposes of general debate, 
and as there is likely to be considerable debate on 


whether it ought to be laid upon the table or not. || the bill upon its merits, I propose to lay it aside, 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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and take up the Senate amendments to the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, 

Mr. STANTON. 1 wish to know of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, whether it is his in- 
tention not to have the fortification bill taken up 
again during the present session? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Itis my intention 
to have it taken up as soon as the committee have 
disposed of the legislative, executive, and judicial 
appropriation bill. I move to lay the bill aside, 
and to take up House bill No. 201 with the Sen- 
ate amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Irose while the Chair was 
putting the question, for the purpose of giving. 
notice, in behalf of the gentleman from Delaware, 
(Mr. Wuirecey,] that he intended to offer an 


, amendment to this bill. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I will say to my 
colleague that I propose to take up the fortifica- 
tion bill as soon as the other bill is disposed of. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill of the House (No. 201) making ap- 
propriation for the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1859, with the Senate 
amendments thereto, was taken up for consider- 
ation, 

First amendment: 


Add at the end of the clause “ For compensation and 
mileage of Senators, $162,750,” as follows : 

And a sufficient sum, in addition thereto, to pay the mile- 
age of the newly elected members of the Senate in attend- 
anee at the called executive session, commencing on the 
4th day of Mareh, 1857; but nothing herein contained shall 
be so construed as to allow constructive mileage. 


Mr.J.GLANCYJONES. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-coneurrence 
in thatamendment. The compensation law pro- 
vided that the compensation of Senators should 
be $6,000 for each Congress,-and that they should 
be allowed mileage for two sessions. This is to 
provide mileage for the new Senators who may 
have come in the short executive session usually 
held at the close of the short session. The com- 
mittee did not see why the law should be changed 
in this respect, and therefore recommend a non- 
concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Second amendment: 

Strike out, in lines twenty six, twenty-seven, and twen- 
ty-eight, as follows: * One at $1,080, and one at $750,” 
and insert “ at $1,080 each,’ so that the clause will read : 

Two messengers at $1,080 each. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in thatamendment. It is merely for an increase 
in the salary ofa messenger. I hope the House 
will concur in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

In line fifty-twogstrike out ‘* $584,’* and insert ** $914."’ 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. This is only to 
carry out in the gross amount the change made 
by the lastamendment. The Committee of Ways 


| and Means recommend a concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 


Add, at the end of line fifty-three, the following : 
For the additional compensation allowed by the resolu 
tion of the Senate of the 11th of May, 1858, to a messenger 


| in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, for the fiscal 


year ending the 30th of June, 1858, $330. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to this amendment, chiefly upon the ground that 
whatever may have been the necessity for the ser- 
vice, it is a deficiency, and not proper to be pro- 
vided for in this bill. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: 


Add at the end of line seventy-four the following : 
For stationery for fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1858, 


$5,000. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. This amendment, 
and the following, the Committee of Ways and 


| Means non-concur in, principally on the ground 
that they are deficiencies. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Add after the end of the above amendment the following : 
For miscellaneous items for fiscal year ending 30th of 


" June, 1858, $3,000. 
i 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
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Seventh amendment: 

Strike out * seventy”? and insert “ sixty’? in the appro 
priation for binding the Congressional Globe, so that the 
Slause shall read as follows 

Provided, That no greater price shall be paid for the 
same than sixty cents for each volume or part actually 
bound and delivered. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a coneurrence in 
the amendment of the Senate, with an amend- 


, 


ment, adding the word * three’’ to the word ** six- | 


ty.”’ The Senate made the sum sixty cents, 


under a misapprehension of the facts. It was 
discovered afterwards that the sum should have 
been sixty-three cents; and the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend that the amend- 
ment of the Senate be concurred in, with the 
amendment I have indicated. 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to inquire whether 
this is not the same matter on which we hada 
discussion in this House when the bill was under 
consideration before, in regard to changing the 
contract made by the Clerk for binding the Globe ? 
If so, | hope the House will not concur in it. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. The proposition 
before the House was to limit the sum to sixty- 
three cents, designating, at the same time, who 
should do the binding. 
limits the maximum to sixty-three cents. 

Mr.SEWARD. Lunderstand that, under ex- 
isting laws, the Clerk of the Elouse had contracted 
for this binding prior to the adoption of the Sen- 
ate amendment. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. IT understand that 
to be so; but this amendment does not interfere 
with that contract. 

Mr. SEWARD. I want to have the contracts 
of the Clerk of this Hlouse carried out. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. [understand there 
is no price specified in thatcontract, and the price 
now proposed by the Commiitee of Ways and 
Means is the price which is paid fur the Senate 
binding of this work. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to ask the gentleman 
e question. Has not the Government fixed the 
price at seventy cents? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My own opinion 
of the contract is, and I have read it carefully, that 
it does not cover the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix; and that if it does cover it, it does not fix 
the price at sixty or seventy cents. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand how this thing 
works. Mr. Rives, who publishes the Globe, and 
is making large profits by it, undertakes to under- 
bid and reduce the price below what it has been 
done for. Lam opposed toit. I think the House 
sustained the position of the Clerk under the ex- 
isting law, by a majority of sixty. The law, as 
it now exists, requires that the Clerk should carry 
out that contract. 

Mr. MASON. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see |Mr. Jones] is right about this binding not 
being included in the contract made by the Clerk. 
The Committee of Accounts have the right to fix 
the price for it. LT will tell the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Sewarp] that thatcommittee have 
an offer for this binding at fifty cents, and the 
probability is, that it will be fixed at that price. 
And it is not Mr. Rives who makes the proposi- 
tion; but another gentleman, whois a respousible 
book-binder. He has made the offer by letter to 
the Committee of Accounts, to do it for fifiy cents 
instead of for sixty-three or seventy cents. 
that reason I think this ought to be stricken out. 

Mr. SEWARD. At what time was that prop- 
osition made—before or subsequent to the contract 
made by the Clerk? 

Mr. MASON. = It was subsequent. 

Mr. SEWARD. That is what I suppose. 

Mr. MASON. It was uncertain whether the 
Clerk had let it out. If he had let it out it was 
under that provision which gave the Committee 
of Accounts power to fix the price. Itis pro- 
posed, as I have said, to do this work for fifty 
cents, and I hope that this provision for sixty- 
three cents will be stricken out. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Iconcurin the 
remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, in go 


This amendment only | 


For } 


tar as the offer is concerned and the price for which | 


this binding can be had. Lam satisfied, from an in- 
vestigation that the special committee have made, 
that it can be done for even less than that. | 
think that if the Clerk were to advertise, a num- 
ber of parties in this city would offer to do the 


work for forty cents per volume, and then they | 





(| would make a handsome profit out of it. I think 


that forty cents is quite sufficient. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the Senate amendment, and it was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken on the Senate 
amendment; and the Chair announced that the 
noes had it, and that the amendment was non-con- 
curred in. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I call fora divis- 
10n. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the opinion of the Chair, comes too date. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I called fora 
division in time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair neither saw 
nor heard the gentleman. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I rose as soon 
as it was possible to ask for a division; and I in- 
sist on my right to have it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question has been 
decided. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. 
confusion here. 
stand; at sixty or seventy cents? 

The CHAIRMAN. At seventy. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. 
stand. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
we had agreed to the amendment of the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
Committee of Ways and Means was not agreed 


There is some 


So I under- 
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The call for a division, in | 


Hlow does the question now 


I understood that 


to, and the question then recurred on the amend- | 


ment of the Senate. The question was taken, 
and the amendment was non-concurredin. After 
the Chair made that announcement, the gentleman 
from New York rose and called for a division. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
Chair to decide that the call for a division came 
too late. I call for the reading of the next amend- 
ment, and ask that we proceed with this bill. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I take an appeal 


from the decision of the Chair. 


I understand the | 


Mr. LETCHER. Wecean arrange this matter | 


by agreeing to an amendment, so that this mat- 
ter may be understood. It seems to me that, if 
the House understood it, there would not be two 
opinions about it. The whole point is this: 
whether the House will concur with the Senate 
in limiting the appropriation fora specified object 
toacertainsum. That is the whole of it. As 
it now stands, there is no specific sum; and the 


amendment I would suggest does not affect the | 


rights of anybody. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object to debate unless I 
ean be heard in reply. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I wish to make a suggestion to 


The question is on the | 


my colleague on the special Committee on Print- 


ing, that, if he desires to have a vote on this 
amendment, he can have it in the House. This 
question has been decided; and, for one, I desire 
to see business progress. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. IT have no de- 
sire to delay the business of the House. I amas 
desirous as any gentleman to progress with the 
business; but [do not believe that it is the feeling 
of the committee to non-concur in the Senate 
amendment, and go back to the price of seventy 
1 am willing, however, to withdraw the 
appeal, with the understanding that we shall have 
a vote in the House. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I ask that the next 
three amendments be read together. 

The Clerk read the following amendments: 


cents. 


Eighth amendment: 

To pay to the reporters of the Senate the usual extra 
compensation for the third session of the Thirty- Fourth 
Congress, $300 each— $3,200. 

Ninth amendment: 

To pay to the reporters of the Senate the usual extra 
compensation for the first session of the Thirty-Fitth Con- 
gress, $6800 cach—33,200. 

Tenth amendment: 


To pay to the reporters of the Senate the usual extra 
compeusation for the second session of the Thirty-Fifth 
Congress, $800 each—$3,200. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in these threeamendments. These amendments 
provide for the extra compensation of the report- 
ers of the Senate. Itis proper that I should state 


that in the deficiency bill, and in this bill, the | 


House have provided for their reporters. The 
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Committee of Ways and Means, however, have 
instructed me to reporta non-concurrence in t 
amendments. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Do I understand the gen. 
tleman that a distinction is to be made between 
the reporters of the Senate and those of the Houge> 
If the House reporters get the extra compensa. 
tion, the others should. For my life, I cannot geo 
why you should make flesh of one and fish of the 
other. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I should be glad to know 
exactly the conclusion to which the Committee of 
Ways and Means came on the Senate amend. 
ments. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 
Ways and Means directed me to report a dis. 
agreement to these three amendments. The ap- 
propriations are similar in character, and are for 
three different sessions of Congress. Payment 
for congressional reporting has been provided for 
by usage and custom, not by law, by adding §g0 
to each reporter of this House im appropriation 
bills. There was a contest over it on the def. 
ciency bill, but the appropriation was made by a 
large majority. That was for the present session, 
It has been paid in preceding sessions, and in this 
bill we have previded for them for the next ses. 
sion. When the bill went to the Senate, that body 
decided, that inasmuch as we had made the ap- 
propriations for our reporters, they would provid 
for their reporters in the same manner. Hence 
these three amendments. 

Mr. KELSEY. Upon what grounds do the 
Committee of Ways and Means recommend a 
non-concurrence inthese amendments? Is it be- 
cause a part of this matter was a deficiency ? 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. The first one is for 
a deficiency. ‘ 

Mr. KELSEY. I think that inasmuch as we 
have to pay this money at some time, we might 
as well pay it in this bill as in any other. It is 
manifest that Congress will not consent to pay to 
the reporters of this House more money than to 
the reporters of the Senate. Let us dispose of 
this matter here, and that will be the end of it. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. When these 
amendments were under consideration in th 
Committee of Ways and Means, I was not pres- 
ent. I have advocated paying to the reporters of 
this House the usual extra compensation. Wy, 
have paid it tothem for the last six years. T 
Senate have paid to their reporters the same suit 
for the same period of time, except for this and 
the last session. | am of opinion that the report- 
ers of the Senate should be treated in the same 
manner as we treat the reporters of this House. 
The Senate have placed these amendments on th 
bill. That body ts better able to determine where 
they will increase the salaries of their-emplovés. 
1 am therefore in favor of concurring in the Seu- 
ate amendments. 

The question being upon concurring with the 
Senate in the first of the three amendments, 

Mr. FLORENCE asked for tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs GARTRELL 
and Burrinron were appointed. 

‘The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 90, noes 40, 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The ninth and tenth amendments of the Senate 
were then concurred in. 

Eleventh amendment: 


In lines one hundred and seventy-two and one hundred 
and seventy three, strike out the words * draugh'smen ane 
clerks employed upon the land maps.”? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee 
of Ways and Means propose to disagree to th 
amendment of the Senate. It proposes to strik: 
out the provision for the five clerks employed on 
maps for the Committee on Public Lands pro- 
vided for by the House, and the Committee of 
Waysand Means recommenda non-concurrence. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I hope the committee wil 
concur in the amendment of the Senate. Tlie 
Committee on Public Lands had occasion to eX- 
amine into this subject pretty thoroughly, and 1! 
any good results to this Government from the em- 
ployment of these map clerks, 1 am sure I have 
been unable to discover it. This matter has a'- 
ready cost the Government a large amount 0! 
money. This provision is for clerks who are em- 


hese 


ones in staining maps for the Committee 0! 


ublic Lands. Four maps have been already 
prepared, and, as I said upon a former occasion, 
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] do not believe there is any gentleman here who 
would give fifty dollars for the four, if they were 
ofered him at that price, for any use they can be 
applied to on the face of theearth. At one time 
there were nine regular clerks, employed at sala- 
ries of $1,800, and a draughtsman at a salary of 
two thousand one hundred or two thousand two 
hundred dollars a year. Inaddition to that there 
were eight supernumerary clerks employed tem- 
porarily, for what purpose I cannot tell. Since 
]A48 they have had from four to eighteen or nine- 
teen clerks employed on this work at these sala- 
ries. 

| have been upon the Committee on Public 
Lands during this Congress, and have endeav- 
ored to discharge my duty pretty closely. I never 
was on the committee before; and if one single 
particle of benefit has been derived from these 
maps, | bave not discovered it. I think I am 
within the bounds of truth and reason when I 
say that they have already cost the Government 
660,000 or $75,000, or perhaps $100,000. A friend 
near me suggests $200,000; and if a particle of 
benefit has resulted from that expenditure, I can- 
not discover it. It may be recollected that the 


TH 


| sent. 


Committee on Public Lands reported in favor of 


employing five clerks. ‘This amendment is to 
strike out the provision for the salaries of those 
clerks, and I hope it will be concurred in. 

| know itis urged that these mapsare of utility 
to the Committee on Public Lands, because when 
grants are asked for railroads, they can refer to 
the maps and see what lands may be obtained 
under those grants. We have had numerous 
propositions before us, this whole session, for 
grants to railroads, and if any light has been 
thrown upon the subject by these maps, I am sure 
I have been unable to discover it. It is well 
known, as I said ona former occasion, that when 
men come here to obtain grants of lands for rail- 
roads, they come with their plans arranged to 
construct the railroads from point to point in the 
State or Territory, generally from town to town; 
and it is perfectly immaterial tothem whether the 
lands through which the roads pass have been 
appropriated heretofore or not, or where they get 
the lands. They usually take them in alternate 
sections within six miles of the road, or go out- 
side for fifteen miles. The Committee on Public 
Lands have now before them bills granting lands 
to railroads, but I have not seen a single instance 
in which the committee have derived any benefit 
from these maps. 

These clerkships, it is true, are good sinecures, 
and afford employment to gentlemen who are 
lurking about this Capitol on salaries of $1,800 a 
year. But with all respect for gentlemen who dif- 
fer with me, lam unable to see that the Govern- 
ment derives any benefit. I have heard gentle- 
men here say, upon former occasions, that they 
haveacontemptfor this small system of economy, 
and that the men who come here to work ought 
to be paid by the Government. [ have much 
more contempt for that system which has grown 
up here by which men are brought from the hon- 
est pursuits of life in the country to this city, to 
loaf, and ferret out and scent out and pursue pet- 
ty offices, until they are taught to believe that it 
is well for them to leave their honest pursuits and 
come to this city to live upon the public pap of 
the Government. I have much more contempt 
for that, and [ hold that itis much more injuri- 
ous to the people of this country. And I will 
add further, that the largest bodies are composed 
of smaller particles. We must cut off small ex- 
penditures to restrict the larger. When this thing 
commenced, there were bu: four clerks. Wenow 
have eight, as | understand. We began with less 
than eight thousand dollars. The expense has 
since run up to twenty-five or thirty thousand 
dollars a year. 

But, sir, I will not detain the committee. I stated 
my reasons why I wished to do away with this 
system when the matter was before the committee 
ona former occasion. I earnestly hope the com- 
mittee and the House will concur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. No good can be derived from 
the work. A large public expense is incurred by 
it. Men are brought here and put in office; and 
] am informed that some of these clerks who have 
been appointed to office have not done a thing, al- 
though they have drawn their pay. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I wish to ask the 
gentleman for leave to interrupt him for a minute 


| the gentleman from South Carolina may, under 
the practice of the committee, yield the floor for 
| the purpose of asking a question, or making ex- 


| directly against the ruling of the Speaker, yes- | 


in the House, upon the statement of the majority 


| its own officers, giving its reporters extra compen- 


| present Clerk of the House, that 


_ or two, for | do not wish to take the floor to speak | 


on this amendment after he has yielded the floor. | 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I rise toa | 
question of order. My point of order is, that the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania cannot take the | 
floor from the gentleman from South Carolina. | 

Mr. McQUEEN. 1 am willing to yield to the | 
gentleman. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I am sorry the 
gentleman from Kentucky does not know that one 
gentleman on the floor may yield ittoanother. It 
1s certainly competent for me to occupy the floor | 
to make an explanation, with the consent of the | 
gentleman from South Carolina, who holds the | 
floor. , 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It is pre- 
cisely to that point of order that I propose to 
naan {attempted the same thing yesterday, and | 
was called to order by my colleague. Now, I 
insist that the gentleman has no right to speak in 
the time of the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. Lsuppose the Chair | 
will decide. I insist that I have the right to | 
occupy the time of the gentleman, with his con- | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will rule that 


‘ 


lanation, 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. That is 
terday. 
The CHAIRMAN. Theruling of the Speaker 
in the House does not apply to the committee. 
Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. The estimate made 
by the Clerk of the House was for nine clerks, | 
and the Committee of Ways and Means reported 
that sum in the bill. But when the bill came up 


of the Committee on Public Lands that only five | 
clerks were necessary, the House, after full dis- | 
cussion, agreed, bya considerable majority, to cut | 
down the number to five. There was perhaps a | 
little feeling in reference to the action of the Sen- 
ate. The Senate put in its own amendments for 





sation for three sessions, whue they have stricken 
out provisions put in by the House which related 
to the officers of the House. But I will say, in | 
response to the gentleman from South Carolina, | 
who desired to know upon what basis the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means had acted in recom- | 
mending a non-concurrence to the Senate amend- | 
ment, that when this matter was before the Héuse | 
before, after a full discussion, upon the recom- | 
mendation of the Committee on Public Lands, it | 
was decided that five clerks were necessary, and | 
the Committee of Ways and Means thought | 
proper to recommend a continuance of that num- 
ber. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I was going on to say that 
this resolution, when it was originally presented, 
was a sortof a mongrel affair. A simple resolu- 
tion of the House was passed in 1848, requiring 


the Clerk of the House to furnish maps of the | 


public lands, under the supervision or direction 
of the Commissioner of Public Lands. That was 
the commencement of the system. But during 
the present session the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands has addressed a letter to the 
Secretary of the Interior, and to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, and they both concur 
in the opinion that the service of these clerks is 
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for anything connected with his duty in this 
matter. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not pro- 
pose to detain the committee by any discussion 
of this amendment. Gentlemen will remember 
that the matter was thoroughly discussed when 
the bill was originally before the committee. I 
am in favor of the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands; and I hope the vote will 
be taken. 

Mr. LETCHER. I am decidedly in favor of 
concurring in the amendment of the Senate; and 
I desire to make an inquiry of my friend from 
South Carolina, who is a member of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. I understand that commit- 
tee have been now for some months in the room 
assigned to them in the new wing of the Capitol. 
Now, I wish to inquire whether these maps have 
ever been transferred there from the old commit- 
tee-room ? 

Mr. McQUEEN. | intended to have referred 
to that fact myself. It may be that some mem- 
bers of the committee have had occasion to refer 
to them since the organization of Congress. But 
we have now been some time in the new commit- 
tee-room, and they have not been removed, al- 

| though we have had some important land grants 
under consideration in that time. 

Mr. LETCHER. Now, it seems to me that 

' that statement of itself is enough to show that the 
value of these clerks has been greatly exagger- 
ated, to say the least of it. This very fact shows 
that the Committee on Public Lands have no use 
for these clerks at all, and it seems to me that every 
consideration of economy and propriety, as well 
as the desire to prevent the concentration of pat- 
ronage here in this city, requires that we should 

| put a stop to this thing as faras possible. Now, 
| sir, this whole thing is an anomaly. Itis a most 

/ extraordinary state of things, when you have the 
records of the Land Office committed to the care 
of the Land Office, under regulations prescribed 
by that office, that all these records must be in- 
trusted to these clerks to make up the maps as they 
please. If this thing is to be continued, it ought 
to be under the control of the Land Office. There 
should be harmony in these matters. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Will the 

| gentleman yield to me for a question ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Certainly. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. If the gen- 
tleman cannot answer my question, probably the 
gentleman from South Carolina can. If we dis- 
charge the clerks now employed under the au- 
spices of this House, will we be compelled to give 
extra clerks to the Interior Department to dis- 
charge the same duties? 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand not; for I learn 
from the letter of the Secretary of the Interior 
that this is of no account, and that he does not 
want anything to do with it. That is my under- 
standing of the communication from the Interior 
Department. The gentleman from South Carolina 

| will say whether 1 am right about it or not? 

Mr. McQUEEN. That is my impression. 
Heretofore, and even now, perhaps, when land 

| grants were proposed, the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office is addressed on the subject, 
and requested to furnish the House with maps 
and plats, so that it may be seen what lands are 

| granted and what reserved to the Government. 
That has been done, and may be done again. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I wish to ingutre of the 

gentleman from South Carolina, my colleague on 





no longer needed. Now, sir, these clerks are not 
under the control of the Commissioner of the Gen- 


the Committee on Public Lands, whether he has 
| ever known any instance where the Commissioner 


eral Land Office, in whose office they must have || of the Land Office was able to furnish that kind 


access to the records. The Clerk of the House 
cannot have control of their business, because he 
has no authority over the land records in the Land 


of information, except through these very clerks? 
| Mr. McQUEEN. I have not been on the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands until this year. In the 


Office; and itis impossible that this service can be || course of the investigation of this matter, 1 un- 
as well performed, if it is performed at all, as if || derstood that heretofore the Land Office had al- 


the clerks were under the control of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. And again, 
the regulations of the General Land Office require 
the land records to be kept secret, to prevent spec- 
ulations in the public lands. These clerks are not 


to sce how they may be of very great benefit to 

| speculators; but they are of no benefit to the 
House. I hope the amendment of the Senate will 

| not be stricken out. It is due, in justice to the 
{chenil say | 

have heard no grounds of complaint against him 


subject to those regulations; and it is very easy | 


| 
| 





ways supplied the Committee on Public Lands 
and this House, when it was desired, with maps 
showing the sections, ranges, townships, and 
quarter sections. I have no doubt that without 
these clerks there might be a short delay; but I 
have as little doubt that when wanted, the inform- 
ation can be furnished in ample time. 
| Mr. WALBRIDGE. I undertake to say, in 
| answer to the remark of the gentleman from South 
| Carolina, that the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, without the aid of these clerks, has 
| it not within his power to furnish this kind of 
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information in any one State in less than four 
months, even if he devoted the whole force of his 
office to it. 

Mr. LETCHER. As [understand it at present, 
the committee are considering questions in connec- 
tion with public lands in Kansas and Nebraska, 
which these map clerks have never reached as yet. 
If the Committee on Public Lands, with the gen- 
tlheman from Michigan, can consider these ques- 


tions inanenlightened way at present, when there | 
is not a map to indicate the land which has been 


sold or reserved, why, then, 1s there a necessity 
for keeping up these clerks, and entailing expense 
upon the country? 


Mr. WALBRIDGE. 


tleman right here. 


I will answer the gen- 
We are now acting in the 


Committee on Public Lands in reference to land | 


grants in Kansas and Nebraska. We are utterly 
m the dark. We have no means of knowing any- 
thing about the quantity of land which will be 
takea under the proposed grants. And here I 


wish to say that the resolution of 1848, under | 
which these clerks were appointed, confines their | 
action to the States in which there are public | 


lands. They are not authorized to make these 


maps for the Territories; and before this session | 
terminates, | propose to offer a resolution to ex- | 
tend that work to the Territories, as well as the | 


States. 


Mr. LETCHER. As I understand it, they | 


have had nine clerks for a long series of years; 
and if these clerks have not made headway enough 
to keep up with the progressive spirit of legisla- 


tion in granting lands for railroad purposes, why | 
does not the gentleman propose to wait until they | 


do get up with them? 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I have said that the 
were not authorized to make maps for the Terri- 
tories. They have made and finished their maps 
of the States up to this time. 

Mr. LETCHER. Ifthey were not authorized 
to make maps for the Territories, I take it that, if 
the gentleman cannot legislate in an intelligent 
way without these maps, he is not doing justice to 
himself or to the House when he is undertaking 
to legislate on the public lands in Kansas and Ne- 
braska. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. The question of whether 
I am doing justice to the country or to this House, 
in my action on the Committee on Public Lands, 
with the lights I have, is not to be answered here, 
and it does not come into this controversy. It 
has nothing to do with this controversy. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
dertakes to laydown a proposition, I have the 
right to use that proposition in the way of argu- 
ment, and show that the conclusion at which he 
arrives is not warranted by the facts in the case. 
That is all L have to do. The gentleman started 





When the gentieman un- | 


out with the proposition that without these clerks | 


they could not get along intelligently in the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


have not reached that point where their informa- 
tion can be used ? 

Then, the gentleman says that his course is not 
a subject of criticism. I am not subjecting his 
course to criticism, but I am taking his own po- 
sition, for the purpose of showing that that very 
argument upon which he relies proves clearly 
and conclusively that these clerks are of precious 
little use. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. The gentleman persists 
in misunderstanding or misrepresenting me. I 
say that the labor of these clerks has been of im- 
portant service to the Committee on Public Lands. 

he maps upon which they have bestowed their 
labor are of service to me hity, and whether the 
gentlemen from South Carolina [Mr. McQueen} 
derives advantage from them or not, is not for me 
to say. Weare called to act on land questions 
every day, and frequently, without these maps, 
we are compelled to act entirely in the dark, so 
far as knowing the quantity of land we are grant- 
ing. In no instance have we the means of know- 
ing the amount of land the Government holds, 
through which roads are proposed to be run, with- 
out these maps. 

Mr. LETCH ER. As I understand that mat- 
ter, so far as these railroad grants are concerned 
in the States, they undertook to equalize them in 
the last Congress, and to designate the quantity 
of land that was to te appropriated for railroad 
purposes; and if there has been an equality pro- 


I ask him, then, how | 
they are getting along now, when these clerks | 
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duced in this way, it seems to me that these land 


intended to give the remainder of the land besides. 
If that is to be done, it appears to me that it 
should be done with as little expense as possible. 
I hope the Senate amendment will be concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I am opposed to 
the amendment proposed by the Senate, and I 
thought that, after the discussion we had on the 
subjectin committee, the deliberate opinion of this 
Tlonse was expressed on this question on the bill 
as it passed this House. 

It will be recollected that upon the report of the 
Committee on Public Lands, the number of clerks 
to be employed upon these land maps was re- 
duced from nine, to one draughtsman and four 
clerks. | have, myself, in examinations concern- 
ing land matters in the State of Missouri, derived 
great benefit from aconsultation of the maps which 
were being prepared for that State. 
not long since important information was derived 
from draughtsmen having in charge these maps, 
in relation to the question of the discontinuance 
of some land offices inthe State of Missouri; and 


that information caused a change in the action of 


the land department. 

Mr. McQUEEN. 
if the same information could not have been ob- 
tained at the public land office ? 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 


upon that information it was thought proper that 
certain land offices inthe State of Missouri should 
be discontinued, because it was supposed that the 
amount of public land undisposed of in that dis- 
trict was below the limit fixed by law. But upon 
subsequent information obtained from Mr. Park- 


er, who is the draughtsman having the maps in || 


charge, and also from suggestions from the local 


land offices, the Commissioner ofthe General Land | 
Office was satisfied that a mistake had been made, | 
and therefore he recommended a continuance of | 
| the land offices I have referred to. 


formation could have been obtained from the Gen- 
eral Land Office, but would have required more 
time to obtain it. 

I am, therefore, opposed to the adoption of the 


amendment of the Senate, and in favor of the con- | 
tinuance of these land-map clerks for at least one | 


year longer. 

I desire to see the maps perfected which are 
now nearly completed. We know that the very 
large entry of lands, by cash and land warrants 


for a few years past, must have rendered it very | 


difficult for these clerks to keep up the land maps 
without the employment of additional force by 
the Clerk of this House to bring those maps up 
to the present state of the land business. 

Mr. COBB. The Clerk of this House has not 
employed any additional clerks. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I referred to the || 


| predecessor of the present Clerk. 


The question recurring on concurring in the 
Senate amendment, 

Mr. RUFFIN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLemMens, 


)and Wricnr of Georgia, were appointed. 


The committee divided; and 


| ported—ayes 39, noes 79. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. MASON. I move to amend this section, 


_in reference to these land-map clerks, by adding 


to it the following proviso: 


Provided, That the clerks shall not be compelled to re- 
main in Washington. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
that the motion which the gentleman made to 


amend, by adding at the end of the section, would 
| not be in order. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

Insert the following : : 

lor procuring manure, tools, fuel, repairs, purchasing 
trees and shrubs for botanic garden, to be expended under 


the direction of the Library Committee of Congress, $2,300. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

Mr. GARNETT. I desire to ask the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania a question at this point. 


|, Here are three amendments in reference to the 
“Ae ean oa 


4 


The Committee of Ways and 
Jeans recommend that the first and second 
amendments be non-concurred in, and that the 
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I know that | 


I would ask the gentleman || 


1 will state this | 
fact in reply to the gentleman; that information | 
was obtained from the General Land Office, and | 


The same in- | 


the tellers re- | 








_ third amendment, which provides for reglazin 
clerks cannot be of the least service, unless it is | 


the green-houses, be agreed to. Now, if the first 
two amendments are rejected, there will be noth- 
ing with which to pay the salaries of the hortj- 
culturist and his assistants, or to procure manure 
or tools and fuel to keep the plants alive. [ do. 
sire to know what is the use of glazing the green. 
| houses if you do not provide means to keep the 
plants alive and have them taken care of? For 
myself, ] have shown by my votes here that Iam 
as much opposed to unnecessary expenditures as 
any member of the House; but I think these 
green-houses a fair and legitimate portion of the 
ornaments of our Capitol grounds, and in much 
better taste than many ornaments which we haye 
voted money to pay for. I think that if we re. 
glaze the green-houses we ought to vote some. 
thing to pay the persons who attend to them, and 
to keep the plants alive. 1, therefore, hope the 
House will concur in these amendments of the 
Senate. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The reason why 
the committee recommended a concurrence in the 
third of these amendments is, that the glass in 
these green-houses was destroyed by the great 
hail-storm last summer. 
Mr. PETTIT. I have but a word to say upon 
this subject, and shall not detain the committee 
\long. It was by an omission on the part of the 

Committee on the Library, the estimate not being 
_ then complete, that these provisions were not in- 
serted in the bill when it was pending in the 
House. I had supposed that it was the purpose 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to make 
| provisions for all those expenditures that are reg- 

ularly prescribed by law. My impression has 

been, both from the steady course of legislation 
| upon this subject, and from the manner in which 
| the estimates have been made, that there could be 


| no doubt that these provisions come within that 
rule, 

To show that these subjects are provided for 

by law, with deference to the opinion of that com- 
mittee, I refer to the following clause of the appro- 
priation act of June 17, 1844, for civil and diplo- 
| matic expenses: 
** To defray the expenses of taking care of and preserving 
| the botanical and horticultural specimens brought home by 
the exploring expedition, and for the salary of the keeper of, 
and enlarging, the green-heuse, under the direction and con- 
trol of the Joint Committee on the Library, $2,200.” 

This clause not only makes an appropriation, 
but is original and permanent legislation; for it 
makes an officer, prescribes his duties, and sub- 
jects him to control; and subsequent appropria- 
tions, and the estimates of the present year, have 
been made accordingly. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I may, perhaps, 
| save time by saying to my friend from Indiana 
‘that no issue is made about the legality of these 
provisions. The committee did not report against 
them on that ground. 
| Mr.PETTIT. With this understanding, then, 
|, [have nothing further to say, and hope the amend- 
|| ment of the Senate will be concurred in. 
| Mr.SEWARD. Iam opposed to the amend- 
'| ment unless some gentleman can show me that it 
|| has something or other to do with one of the de- 
|| partments of the Government provided for in this 
bill Iam not aware that the legislative depart- 
|| ment of the Government has to be manured, 
| {laughter,] or the executive or the judicial depart- 
|| ment, or that they want tools. These botanic 
| gardens might be made useful; but they are now 
| a sort of pet concern in the hands of the flower- 

pot committee of the Senate. [Laughter.] | think 

the flowers must be sold to those men who sell 

bouquets about the city. I know I never can get 
| a solitary flower there. I am told I must get an 
| order from a Senator. The whole thing is got up 
| here for the purpose of giving out flowers to par- 
| ticular favorites; and I do not want to have to go 
| to any Senator or anybody else for an order when 
|| I wanta flower. I hope the amendment will be 
| disagreed to. 


| Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
| 


I desire merely to no- 
| tice a passing remark made by the gentleman from 
| Georgia. 1 think he does the superintendent of 
the green-houses great injustice when he supposes 
for a moment that he has sold bouquets to the 
bouquet venders of the city of Washington. | 
am acquainted with that individual; I have fre- 
quently met him, and had pleasant and agreeable 

associations with him; and I should do injustice to 
\| my own feelings if 1 were to hear an imputation 
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of that sort made against him, without saying that 
| know him, and believe him to be as honest a 
man, and as much of agentleman as any one, and 
that he would scorn such petty meanness. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not know this gardener, 
and I did not intend to say that he was dishon- 
est, or to cast any imputation upon him. 





The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. | 


Fourteenth amendment: 


Insert the following: — : 
For pay of horticulturist and assistants in the botanic gar- 


den and green-houses, to be expended under the direction | 


of the Library Committee of Congress, $5,121 50. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Fifteenth amendment: 

Insert the following : 


For reglazing and repairing damages to the green house | 


by the hail storm of June, 1557, $1,044 16. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 
Insert the following: 


To enable the Seeretary of State to carry into effect the | 
act entitled, **An act for the admission of the State of Kan- | 


sas into the Union,’ $10,000. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. This is to provide 
for carrying out the act lately passed 7, Congress 
for the admission of Kansas into the Union. 

The amendment was concurred in—ayes sixty- 
three; noes not counted. 


Seventeenth amendment: 


Insert the following: 
And the authority conferred upon the principal clerk of 
public lands, of acting Commissioner ad interim, in the ab- 


sence, and so forth, of the Commissioner, by the second | 


section of the act reorganizing the General Land Office, 
approved the 4th of July, 1836, shall be, and the same 
hereby is, transferred to the chief clerk of said General 
Land Office. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I wish to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means what 
is the meaning of the term ‘‘ and so forth ?”’ 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. It was said by 
Lord Coke to mean almost anything. 


Mr. GARTRELL. I think it means nothing. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment: 


Insert as follows : 
For the preservation of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, $4,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Nineteenth amendment: 
Insert as follows: 


For the transfer to, and new arrangement of those col- | 


lections in, the Smithsonian Institution, $1,000. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment: 


Insert as follows: 
To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay the super- 


intendent of the building occupied by said Secretary and his | 


Department, from the Ist day of January, 1855, to the 30th 
day of June, 1858, the allowance to be made to such super- 
intendent, with bis salary as clerk, not to exceed $2,000 per 
annuin, the sum of $700). 


Mr.J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 


that amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Twenty-first amendment: 


Insert as follows: 
For clerk hire, office rent, fuel, and lights, at the several 


district land offices of the land States and Territories, to be | 
apportioned in such manner as, in the judgment of the Sec- | 


retary of the Interior, the public interest may require, 


960,000. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-second amendment: 
Strike out of the original bill the following: 


* For compensation of the surveyor general of Utah and | 


the clerks in his office, $6,' 00. 


‘** For rent of the surveyor general’s office in Utah, fuel, 


books, stationery, furniture, and other incidental expenses, 
$1,500.” 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommend a concurrence with 
the Senate in that amendment to strike out this 
appropriation. 
he amendment was concurred in. 
Twenty-third amendment: 


Under the head of “ for the general purposes of the build- | 


ing corner of F and Seventeenth streets,”’ after the clause 
*‘ for compensation of superintendent, four watchmen, and 
two laborers for said building, $3,850,”’ insert: 


And the comgensation of superintendent may be allowed | 
has performed, or may hereaiter perforin, | 


to uie clerk 
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the duties of that officer; the allowance to be made to such 


superintendent, with his salary as clerk, not to exceed 
2,000. 


' “> 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in that amendment, with an amendment to strike 
out the words ‘‘ has performed or,’’ so as to strike 
from it its retrospective operation. They 


| 


which is the same allowed to the superintendent 
of all the other Executive buildings for the future, 
and not to allow it to apply to the past. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The amendment, as amended, was then con- 
curred in. 


Twenty-fourth amendment: 
Insert as follows : 


For defraving the expenses incurred in taking the cen- 
sus of the Térritory of Minnesota, under the act approved 


to the officers taking the same shall not exceed thatallowed 
by the acts of 23d May, 1850, and 30th August, 1850, to those 
who took the census in California, Oregon, Utah, and New 
Mexico. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. This amendment 
is to pay the expenses of taking the census of 
Minnesota, which was authorized by the last | 
| Congress. The Committee of Ways and Means 
\} recommend a concurrence in the amendment of 
i\| the Senate. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 
Insert as follows : 
| For services of special counsel, and other extraordinary 
expenses, in defending the title of the United States to pub- 
lic property in California, $40,000. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
|| proposes to appropriate $40,000. There is an im- 
mense amount of public property in litigation in 
California; and the Attorney General has found 
it impossible to successfully prosecute the public 
business without this appropriation of $40,000 to 
|| enable him to employ special counsel to defend 
| the several suits which have been instituted, em- 
|| bracing the whole city of San Francisco, and 
|| other very valuable public property; and the com- 
|| Mittee recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 
| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I wish to 
|| ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania whether 
|| this $40,000 is to be paid in fees to counsel here 
|} in Washington or California ? 
|| Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. In California. I 
|| will state to the gentleman from. Kentucky that 
| 
' 


these claims are very large, and that the claimants 


|| State; and the Attorney General finds it impos- 
|| sible to defend the interest of the public without the 
|| means of employing special counsel. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I desire to 
|| say to the committee that, iflam not misintormed, 
|| the Jaw establishing a board of land commission- 
|| ers of the United States for the State of Califor- 
ae peevars for an attorney of the United States. 
And then, in a subsequent act, amendatory to that 
|| law, additional counsel was provided for. A sub- 
|| sequent law provided still further for the imploy- 
ment of additional counsel. 





'| read from the Attorney General upon this sub- 
|| ject? 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Yes, sir; | 


The letter was read, as follows: 


ATTORNEY GENERAL’s Orrice, April 22, 1858. 
Sir: Public property in California of very great value is 
claimed by various persons under alleged grants from Mex- 
ico, which are believed to be mere fabrications. These 
grants cover not only large tracts of agricultural country, 
and some of the richest mines in the world, but the whole 
cities of San Francisco and Sacramento are included within 
them. The Government buildings, the court-house, cus- 
tom-house, hospital, prison, and fortifications, are claimed 


| I will. 


at San Francisco is so absolutely necessary to the public 
defense that no sum which could be told down in dollars 
would be a compensation for its loss. But estimating the 
grounds and buildings at San Francisco which are in dis- 
pute, at the price for which they might be expected to sell 
if they were in market, they are worth, probably, not less 
than ten to twelve million dollars. The lots held in the 
|| same city by private owners, under titles derived from the 
|} United States. are estimated, with their present improve- 
ments, at twenty-five to thirty millions. 

“The right of the United States and of their grantees to 





‘ 


BE. 


all this property, and toa large quantity besides, in other 


pro- || 
pose to allow this superintendent to have the $250, || 
| 


26th February, 1857, $20,000: Provided, The compensation | | 


This amendment | 


have employed the whole bar, if they have not | 
gone further, and employed all the talent of the | 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Will the gentle- | 
man from Kentucky allow me to have a letter | 


by titles of the same sort. The site of the military works | 
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parts of the State, has been in extreme jeopardy, and ia yet 
in much peril. The pretended grants from Mexico have 
been forged with skill as well as boldness unequaled in the 
history of such frauds. The documentary evidence, indeed, 
was so artiuliy got up that the local tribunals of the Goy- 
ernment in California have been induced to look on them 
with a certain degree of allowance, and even of favor. The 
greatest of these cases, that of Limantour—the greutest in 
atrocity as Well as in magnitude—passed threugh the board 
of land commissioners and gota decree pronouncing it hon 


| est and genuine. It is now pending in the district court. I 


have examined the evidence before the commissioners, and 
most of that which has been taken since the appeal, and I 


| am thoroughly satisfied that it is the most stupendous fraud 


ever perpetrated since the beginning of the world. Thus far 
it has been successful, because the Executive of the Gov- 
ernment has vot had the means of resisting it with the vigor 
| which ought to be employed. Other claims, with as hive 
merit as Limantour’s, have been even more successful than 
his. 
| Under these circumstances, it was thought by the Presi- 
dent and by the heads of the several Departments which 
| had charge of the property endangered, to employ special 
| counsel, to be sentout from here to California, with instruc- 
| tions to protect the interests of the Government there, and 
to give his particular and, if necessary, his undivided atten- 
| tion to the claim of Limantour. Edwin F. Stanton, Esq., 
has been employed, and is now performing the duty as- 
signed to him with the ability and fidelity which might be 
| expected from his very high professional character. The 
| sum necessary to pay for the services of special coun- 
| sel, and the probable cost of getting witnesses from the 
| eastern States, from Mexico, and from other parts of the 
world, and other expenses incidental to the proper manage- 
| ment of causes so large, and the exposure of frauds so cow- 
plicated, will not be less than $40,000 during the next fiscal 
year. For this sum I ask that an appropriation be made by 
Congress. 
By the act of. 
to this purpose. 





, the sum of $30,000 was appropriated 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| This bas been expended, and there is now 


‘| no fund in the Treasury which is specifically applicable to 


| the payment of the extraordinary expenses which must be 
| encountered in defending against the claims referred to. 
| By the fee bill of 1853, the fees of counsel specially em- 


| ployed by the head of any Department may be paid out of 


the general judicial fund. But it is thought better not to 
| leave this case to a provision so general. its magnitude, 
| and the factthataspecific appropriation was made once be- 


| fore for the same object, seem to require that Congress 


| should give its express sanction to the expenditure. be 


|| sides that, a large portion of the sum now asked for is in- 
|| tended for expenses not covered by any general law, but, 
| bevond all doubt, absolutely necessary. 


| The interests of the United States with reference to these 
| land claims in California have heretofore generally been in 
| the hands of the successive district attorneys. They have 
| been as faithfully and well attended to as they could be by 
| one person. But one person cannot possibly perform the 


|| great labor required by them, even if the other business of 


the office did not require his whole attention. ‘There is no 
| authority to employ an assistant, orevenacterk. I send 


1| herewith copies of letters from the present district attorney 


| and his jnumediate predecessor, from which it appears to 
| me very manifest that the proper relief ought to be granted 
| by a law which will authorize the payment of assistants 
heretofore employed, and those which it may be necessary 
| to employ hereafter. ' 

Much delay has been encountered in bringing up appeals 
from the district court to the Supreme Court, caused by the 
difficulty of getting the records transcribed. ‘They are, oy 
course, very voluminous. The clerk of the district court 
cannot copy them bimself, nor find other persons willing to 
|| do it for the fees allowed by law. 

To remedy this evil, it will be necessary to authorize the 

district attorney to contract with the necessary number of 
|| clerks to do the work at a reasonable price. not exceeding 
a certain limit, say one bundred and fifty dollars per month 
to each of them. Lam intormed that the transcripts, which 
should be made now or very soon, wii! require the labor of 
three clerks for about five months. 

Yours respectfully, J. 8. BLACK. 


| Hon. James L. Orr, Speaker of House of Representatives. 
|| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I have heard 
the reference of the Attorney General to the cases 
of the United States pending in the courts of Cal- 
ifornia. It is well calculated to produce the im- 
pression that the necessity for this extraordinary 
expense is pressing, and, ordinarily, I should 
yield to the suggestion he makes. but | am op- 
osed to this loose mode of doing business. ‘I'he 
- now allows additional counsel to assist the 
|| United States attorney before the land commis- 
| sioners, and we have the United States attorney 
|| in each of the districts, in addition. How many 
'| lawyers do the United States demand in Califor- 
| nia? How do we know these expenditures will 
| ever be made in California? Why not at Wash - 
|ington? The law is by no means guarded, and 
| the discretion is left entirely to the Executive to 
spend this money on such persons, and at such 
places, as he may think proper. I object to all 
this. Weare told the Limantour claim is that in 
| whicha bold and stupendous forgery has been per- 
petrated. Why, sir, if there had been a forgery 
of grant in the case, that cannot add much to the 
difficulty of its management by counsel. It seems 
|| to me it would be far preferable to appoint attor- 
|| neys for the United States who can manage all 
these cases for the compensation of the office, 

rather than to be spending these enormous sums 
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in employing additional counsel to attend to our 
I do not mean to say the at- | 
torneys we now have are not competent, for of 


business in court 


that | know soothing, but the idea of spending 
$40,000 per year in counsel fees for additional 
counsel! in our California cases, certainly indicates 
that there 1s wrong somewhere. The Limantour 
case has been subjected to very critical investiga- 


tion: everybody in San Francisco is interested | 
against it; and | should think the whole chain of | 


title on which it rests must, by this time, be per- 
fectly understood, and, therefore, that the man- 
agement of it by counsel would be comparatively 
easy. iam inclined altogether to withhold my 
concurrence in this amendment. 

The question was taken on the Senate amend- 
ment; and it was concurred in. 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 


For the employment of such number of clerks, not ex- 
ceeding three, by the district attorney of the northern dis 
trict of California, as may be necessary to transcribe the 
records of the district court, in land cases, upon which ap 
peals have been or may be taken to the Supreme Court, 
such sum as may be necessary is hereby appropriated, pro 
vided the compensation shall not exceed one hundred and 
fifty dollars a month for each. 


Mr. QUITMAN. It seems to me that that 
provision is entirely unnecessary, because it is the 
duty of the clerk to furnish any transcripts of 
records which may be required. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 


impossibility in the present state of the records— 


costing from eight to fifteen hundred dollars— | 


which are got up by the defendants. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means recommend a concur- 
rence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-seventh amendment: 

For the reasonable expenses of the late and present dis- 
trict attorneys for the northern district of California, for as 
sistance in their office, such sum is to be paid out of the 


judicial fund, if such expenses shall be approved by the | 


Attorney General : Provided, That those expenses shall not 
exceed three hundred dollars per month: And provided 
Surther, That this appropriation shall be applicable only to 


the present fiscal year, and the next succeeding fiscal year, | 


which will terminate on the 30th day of June, 1859. 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommended a concurrence in | 


that amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 


From the following paragraph strike out “ $5,511,” and 


insert in lieu thereof * $7,920,’ so that it will read: 


For the support and maintenance of said penitentiary, | 


$7,920 25. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in | 


thatamendment. There have been a large num- 
ber of occupants in the penitentiary lately, and 
the expenditures being correspondingly increased, 
thisadditional appropriation was found necessary. 

Mr. GARNETT. I believe that the strict rules 
of order do not prevail in committee, and I rise 
to give notice, that I shall ask separate votes on 
the amendments, which we have passed by, in 
reference to the Smithsonian Institution. I wish 
also to state briefly—as I shall have no opportu- 
nity of doing it in the House—why I shall do so. 
Before | had the honor to become a member of 
this House | noticed the plan of removing the col- 
lections of the exploring expeditions of the Uni- 
ted States into the Smithsonian Institution, and 
since then I have been only the more confirmed 
that it was but the beginning of quartering that 
institution upon the Federal Government. The 
first step isto take a part of the Smithsonian build- 
ing, which, according to its original design, was 
set apart for a library. 
the collections of the exploring expeditions are 
carried there from the Patent Office. The next 
move is to pay the cost of fitting up that room in 
their own building; then we shall be asked to 


supply them with officers to take care of those | 


collections, and it will go on until one half the ex- 
pense of the institation is paid by the General 
Government. I believe that this is inexpedient 
and unconstitutional, and I desire, at the first op- 
portunity, to enter my protest against it. 


Mr. ENGLISH. 1 desire to say a word in re- 
ply to the gentleman. He has altogether mistaken | 
the object. The object seems to be to quarter the 


Government upon the Smithsonian Institution, 
rather than to quarter the Smithsonian Institution 
upon the Government. This collection of natural 


history was in the Patent Office. The regents of | 





It is a physical | 





You take that room, and | 








the Smithsonian Institution consent to relieve the 
Government from its charge, and that it might be 
removed to that building, provided the General 
Government would make provision for taking care 
of it. 

Mr. GARNETT. 
vote to strike itall out? He considers that we are 
upon the bounty of the regents of the Smithso- 
nian [nstitution in this matter, and therefore | 
suppose he will be willing to vote it out. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I will say that the Smithso- 


nian Institution will not accept this collection, if | 


the expense of keeping it up is to be saddled upon 


| that Institution. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Twenty-ninth amendment: 


* For compensation of two additional guards, hereby au- 
thorized, $1,320.”’ 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The committee 
recommend a concurrence in that amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirtieth amendment: 


Strike out the following: 

** No part of the amount appropriated by any act of Con- 
gress for the service of any one fiscal year shall be used for 
or applied to the service of any other year, nor be transferred 
to or used for any branch of expenditure than that for which 
it may be specifically appropriated: Provided, That noth- 


ing herein contained shall apply to appropriations for the | 


present or next fiscal year.”’ 
And insert in lieu thereof the following: 


Hereafter the estimates for the various Executive De- | 
partments shall designate not only the amount required to | 


be appropriated for the next fiscal year, but also the amount 
of the outstanding appropriation, if there be any, which 


| will probably be required to be used for each particular item 


of expenditure. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. It will be remem- | 


bered that when this section was added to the bill 
in the House, I, to some extent, concurred in it. 
Upon subsequent examination it was found that 
it would embarrass present arrangements. The 
present amendment, made by the Senate, will an- 
swer every purpose of the original section; and 
the committee recommend that it shall be con- 


| curred in as a substitute, 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. When this sec- | 


tion of the bill was first offered by me as an amend- 
ment,in March last, itreceived the general consent 
of the House. The chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means accepted it, and ingrafted it 
upon the deficiency bill. When it was offered 
the other day it was objected to slightly by that 
gentleman, but it was sustained, on a vote by yeas 
and nays, by more than two toone. The bill was 
sent to the Senate, and they ingrafted upon the 


bill an amendment, by way of asubstitute. That || & 
It amounts to nothing at | 
all. It is nothing more than the existing law. | 


amendment is puerile. 


Gentlemen will find in the Executive Documents 
the very information which the Executive Depart- 


ments are required to give by this amendment. I | 


regard the original provision as very important. 
If we intend to check the expenditures of the 
Government, or if we intend to check the Execu- 
tive in the use or abuse of money appropriated, 
we must adopt some such provision as this. 

If there ever was any necessity for the transfer 
of appropriations, that necessity does not exist 


now. If itever existed,it was when the expira- | 


tion of the fiscal year was on the 30th of Decem- 
ber, and it was then frequently necessary to use 
unexpended balances to enable the Government 
to carry on its operations. But now the appro- 
priation bills are passed before the commencement 
of each fiscal year. 
priation bills for the next fiscal year, which com- 
mences July 1, instead of January 1, and none of 
the money Is to be expended until the Ist day of 
July next. There can therefore be no necessity 
that any part of the money appropriated for one 
fiscal year should be used for the next year, for 
we can now appropriate a sum sufficient for the 
expenses of the next fiscal year. 

Under the old system there could be no accuracy 
in keeping the public accounts. It was the game 
of ** lap and slam.’’ Under it the expenditures 
of one year were so mingled with those of another, 
that no check existed upon disbursing officers, 
and money which we judged necessary for one 


branch of the public service was applied to a dif- || 


ferent purpose. And this was done under a pro- 
vision of the old law of August, 1842, intended 


only to apply to the year and bill to which it was | 


attached. 


| be adhered to. 


| tate to the House any longer, or, by its amend. 


Is the gentieman willing to | 


| with the consideration of the bill. 


| been read. 


We are now passing appro- | 
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it 

It seems to me that the amendment, which the 
House has adopted bya vote of two toone, should 
I do not want the Senate to dic. 


ments, restrain us from making provisions neces. 
sary to protect the Government from eXtravagant 
expenditures, and from misapplying the appro. 


| priations of public money. 


The question was then taken; and the Senate 
amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move that the 
bill be laid aside, to be reported to the House with 


| a recommendation that the action of the commit. 


tee be concurred in. 
The motion was agreed to. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The next bill taken up was a bill (H. R. No. 
189) making appropriations for the preservation 


‘| and repair of fortifications and other works of de. 

|| fense, barracks and quarters, for the year ending 
| ° - 3 
| the 30th of June, 1859. 


Mr. WHITELEY. I offer,as a substitute fo; 


| the bill, :he amendment which I send to the Clerk's 


desk. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. Let the bill be first 
read. 

The bill was read. It appropriates $350,000, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the preservation and repairs of 
fortifications, barracks, and quarters, for the year 
ending June 30, 1849. 

Mr. BLAIR. I believe that, upon this bill, 
general debate is in order. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I wish to know 
whether the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means proposes to go on this evening, and 
take further action upon these appropriation bills? 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I desire to go on 


Mr. BLAIR. I believe I have the floor. I wish 


| to make a proposition to the committee. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Will the gentleman from 
Missouri give way for a moment? 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to say to the committee 
that I desire to address the committee upon the 
subject of the Pacific railroad; and if I can get the 


| consent of the committee to print a speech, | will 


write it out, and not detain the committee by 
making it. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 
it is upon. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Mr. Chairman, how did! 
lose the floor? 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair recognized the 
entleman from Missouri. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ifthe gentleman from Del- 
aware will give way, I desire to make a sugges- 
tion to the committee. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The first section of the bill has 
Am I not entitled to the floor, to ex- 
plain the bill ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The practice of the com- 
mittee, as the Chair understands it, has been that 
the gentleman reporting the bill under considera- 
tion is entitled to the floor, if he claims it, when 
the bill istakenup. The Chair assigned the floor 
to the gentleman from Missouri, supposing that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania did not desire 


I object. I care not what 


to occupy it. 


Mr. GROW. I desire, with the consent of the 
gentleman from Missouri, to make a proposition 


| to the committee, and to my colleague, the chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which, I presume, will be satisfactory to all par- 
ties; it is, that the committee go on with business 
as long as itis the desire of the committee, and that 
when we get through with business we will take 
a recess, with the understanding that the gentle- 
man from Missouri shall have the floor after the 


recess, and that no business shall be transacted. 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. As | stated yes- 


| terday, I concur in that arrangement, and hope 


the committee will agree to it. ; 
The CHAIRMAN. If there is no objection, 


| that will be the understanding. 


[Cries of ** Agreed!’’ **Agreed !’] 
Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to make a sugges- 
tion which will perhaps facilitate the business of 


|| the committee. The fortification bill, reported by 


the Committee of Ways and Means, contains but 


-asingle clause. The amendment which the gen- 
'\ tleman from Delaware has indicated his purpose 
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to offer, contains fifteen, twenty, or thirty items. 
Now, | propose that, by unanimous consent, that 
amendment be printed, so that gentlemen may 
know exactly what it is when we resume the con- 
ivration of the ball. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
that it is notin the power of the committee to 
order the printing of the amendment. 

Mr FLORENCE. It has been the practice to 
do it by unanimous consent. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. If my colleague 
will tarn to page 199 of the book of estimates, he 
will find printed there the whole of the matter 
which the gentleman from Delaware proposes to 
offer. 

| desire to explain the bill now under consid- 
eration, but I shall not detain the committee long. 
The appropriations made last year for fortifica- 
tions amounted to $3,971,300. The estimates 
for last year amounted to $2,541,300. The ap- 

yyopriations, therefore, exceeded the estimates 
41.430,000. The amount estimated for 1859, the 
next fiscal year, is $1,931,000. The amount re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
is $350,000, reducing the estimates for the next 
fiscal year $1,581,000. The large estimate made 
last year, when the Treasury was full, was to 
carry on an extensive system of building and im- 
proving fortifications at the different points where 
fortifications have been started. It was the de- 
sire of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
dispense with the whole system, as far as they 
could consistently with existing contracts; and it 
was the opinion of the committee that $350,000, 
left to the discretion of the Secretary of War, 
would preserve and keep in repair all the forts for 
at least one year. That is why the committee re- 
duced the estimates. If it is the will of Congress 
that these works shall be carried on and com- 
pleted, it will require every dollar that the gentle- 
man from Delaware proposes to appropriate. But 
the Committee of Ways and Means came to the 
conclusion that it was high time that we should 
be economical, and they have taken the responsi- 
bility of recommending that only so much shall 
be appropriated as is necessary to keep the works 
in repair. 

Mr. WHITELEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Delaware, | desire to ask my col- 
league a question. | wish to know for what spe- 
cific items this sum of $350,000 is appropriated ? 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. It is left under the 
discretion of the Secretary of War, to be used at 
any point where repairs may be necessary. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I desire to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert the fol- 
lowing as a substitute : 

Tuat the following sums be, and they are hereby, appro- 
priated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the construction, preservation, and repairs 
o/ certain fortifications, barracks, and quarters, for the year 
ending June 30, 1859: 

Por repairs ot Fort Mackinac, Michigan, $9,000. 

bor repairs of Fort Wayne, Detroit, Michigan, $50,000. 

For repairs of Fort Niagara, New York, $50,000. 

For repairs of Fort Ontario, New York, ‘50.000. 

For Fort Montgomery ,outiet of Lake Champlain, $50,900. 


For Fort Knox, at the narrows of the Penobscot river, 
Maine, $50,000. 
For Fort Knox, at the entrance of 
Maine, $25,00u. 
For Fort Knox, at Hog Island ledge, in Portland harbor, 
$50,000. 
for Fort Warren, Boston harbor, and preservation of its 
site, 30,000. 
For Fort Winthrop, Governor’s Island, Boston harbor, 
$30,000. 
For Fort Adams, and protection of site, Newport harbor, 
Rhode Island, $25,000). 
For fort at Willett's Point, opposite Fort Schuyler, New 
York, $100,000. 
For Fort Richmond, Staten Island, New York harbor, 
$100,00u, 
For repairs of Fort Wood, New York harbor, New York, 
$20,000. 
For repairs of Fort Columbus and Castle William, New 
York harbor, New York, 36,000. 
For Fort Delaware, on Delaware river, $10,000. 
For Fort Carroll, Soller’s Point fiats, Baltimore harbor, 
Maryland, $100,000. 
For Fort Cathoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia, $75,100. 
For Fort Macon, and preservation of site, North Carolina, 
$10,000. 
_ For Fort Caswell, and preservation of site, North Caro- 
lina. 310,100, 
wee Sumpter, Charleston harbor, South Carolina, 
25,000. 


For Fort Moultrie, preservation of site, South Carolina, 
$10,000. 


BS. 


Kennebec river, 


For repairs of quarters and barracks at Fort Jobnson, |, 


South Carolina, $6,000. 
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. ant harbors, 


For Fort Pulaski, Savannah river, Georgia, $10,000. 

For repairs of Fort Jackson, Savannah river, Georgia, 
$20,000. 

For Fort Clinch, entrance to Cumberland sound, Florida, 
$75,000. 

For Port Taylor, Key West. Florida, 8100,000. 

For Fort Jefferson, Garden Key, Fiorida, $200,000, 

For repairs of Fort Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida, 
$50,000. 

For repairs of Fort McRea, and preservation of site, Pen- 
sacola harbor, Florida, $29,000 

For Fort Barrancas, Pensacola harbor, Florida, $27,000. 

For repairs of Fort Morgan, Mobile bay, Alabama, 
$50,000. 

For Fort Gaines, Dauphin Island, entrance to Mobile bay, 
Alabama, 350,000 

For defense of Proctor’s Landing, Lake Boyne, Louisi- 
ana, $25.000. 

For repairs of Fort Macomb, and preservation of site, 
Louisiana, $4,000. 


For repairs of Fort Pike, and preservation of site, Louis- | 


iana, $5,000. 


For repairs and extension of Fort St. Philip, Mississippi 
river, Louisiana, 810,000. 


For Fort Livingston, Grand Terré Island, Barratara bay, | 


Louisiana, and preservation of its site, $50,000. 

For Fort at Fort Point, San Francisco bay, California, 
$350,000. 

For contingent expenses of fortifications, for preservation 
of sites, protection of titles, and repairs of sudden damages, 
$30,000. 
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pair; but I do object most seriously to the form 
in which it is proposed to appropriate it. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I understand the 
gentleman from Mississippi to approve the redue- 
tion of the estimates, but that he wishes the items. 

Mr. QUITMAN Yes, sir. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
man agree to strike it all out? 

Mr. QUITMAN. No, sir. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I should have no 
objection to strike out the whole sum. I will say 
to the gentleman that we did not insert the items 
in the bill, because we had not the information be- 
fore us on which we could with any degree of 
certainty determine what was needed at the dif- 
ferent localities, and we therefore determined to 
make the appropriation in gross, and leave it with 
the Secretary of War to expend where, in his 
judgment, it was needed. 

Mr. QUITMAN. With all due respect to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, I think the only 


Will the gentle- 


| true way by which we can arrive at any satis- 


For repairs and alteration of barracks, quarters, hospitals, 


store-rooms, and fences at permanent forts not occupied by 
troops, $15,000. E 

For the construction ef permanent platforms for modern 
canuon of large caliber, in existing fortifications of import 
850,000. 






Mr. QUITMAN. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Delaware, I wish to say that I 
have some general observations to make upon 
this bill; and I notify the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means that, as chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs—and I believe 
I speak the sentiments of a majority of that com- 
mittee—I cannot consent to a general bill author- 
izing the Secretary of War to apply the whole 
amount of the appropriation to any single work. 
It is an appropriation in gross of somuch money, 
without specifying a single object to which it is 
to be applied. That is a species of legislation 


which is new, and, I believe, unexampled; for | 


which there is no precedent. I cannot agree, and 
I hope the House will not agree to it. 
tem of fortifications is in the future. Some years 
ago, the chief of the engineer corps, General Tot- 
ten, reported a plan which was considered at the 
time as extravagant, for the fortification of the 
whole coast of the United States. 

That general system has been entered upon and 
then abandoned; and for the several years past 
we have had no system at all; we have taken up 
a post here and a post there; and I am therefore 
opposed to any extensive appropriations for this 
purpose until we have some system to go on. 
3ut Lam wholly opposed to such legislation as is 
now proposed. Itis, I believe, neither proper nor 
in accordance with any precedent to appropriate 
a gross sum of money for repairs and preserva- 
tion of fortifications, to be expended as the Sec- 
retary of War may think proper. He has, it is 
true, sent estimates here, but the estimates are no 
guide which would bind him in the expenditure 
of such an appropriation. He may, if he thinks 
proper, expend the whole amount upon a single 
fortification. If L could ever trust any friend with 
such a discretion, | would cheerfully yield that 
confidence to the present Secretary of War; but 
1 am unwilling, as a legislator, that any such le- 
gislation should be introduced here. 

I have merely brought this matter to the atten- 
tion of the committee. I concur with the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means in their attempts at 
retrenchment. I think that, considering the fact 
that we have no system of fortification, and con- 
sidering the state of the public Treasury, it 
would be unwise to go into an extensive expend- 
iture which a general system of fortifications 
would require. 

While, therefore, I concur in the general objects 
the committee had in view, I cannot,’as a mem- 
ber of this House, consent to confer upon the Sec- 
retary of War thisdiscretionary power. We have 
a better knowledge of the wants of the various 
works in our several localities than the Secretary 
of Warcan have. We know how much is needed 
for repairs or preservation of forts, and it is our 
duty to specify where the appropriations which 
we make are to be expended. I have no wish to 
find any fault in regard to the sum which it is 


proposed to appropriate. I think some suchsum | 


Our sys- | 


factory result is to refer this bill back to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and let them ascer- 
tain how much money is needed for the repair 
and preservation of each particular work, 

Mr. WHITELEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. If the gentleman 
from Delaware will permit me for a moment, I 
desire to state, from a private memorandum, the 
way in which we arrived at the sum which we 
have reported. I give the works, with the amount 
estimated for each. 

The amount reported * was for the preservation 
and repairs of fortifications, barracks, ard quar- 
ters,’? and was intended to cover the following 
points: Fort Mackinac, Michigan, $9,000; Fort 
Wayne, Detroit, Michigan, $50,000; Fort Niag- 
ara, New York, $50,000; Fort Ontario, New York, 
$50,000; Fort Wood, New York, $20,000; Fort 
Columbus and Castle William, $6,000; Fort John- 
son, South Carolina, $6,000; Fort Jackson, Geor- 
gia, $20,000—$211,000. Fort Pickens, Florida, 
$50,000; Fort McRea, Florida, $29,000; Fort Mor- 
gan, Alabama, $50,000; Fort Macomb, Louisiana, 
$4,000; Fort Pike, Louisiana, $5,000; Fort St. 


| Philip, Louisiana, $10,000—$359 ,000. 


This private memorandum contains the data 
from which the amount we have reported was ar- 
rived at. The gross amount of the several items 
is $359,000. We simply reported $350,000. 

Mr. WHITELEY. ‘The amendment which I 


| have offered is exactly the estimates which were 


is necessary to keep these several works in re- | 


sent to Congress by the Secretary of War, and 
nothing more. The aggregate sum appropriated 
isabout one million nine hundred thousand dollars. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to reflect 
upon the Committee of Ways and Means: but 
[ must be permitted to say that, in my humble 
judgment, they might just as well have reported 
$350,000 to be*thrown into the canal, as to have 
reported that sum for the repairs and preservation 
of the fortifications of this Uniea. 

We are, if not on the eve of war, at the begin- 
ning of an angry dispute with one of the greatest 
Powers of the world; and in what condition are our 
fortifications from one end of the country to the 
other? Some not commenced, others just under 
way,and most of them unfinished. Yet the com- 
mittee recommend the paltry sum of $350,000— 
todowhat? Tokeepthemin repair. Does any 
man, when he gets his house up tw the eaves, talic 
about putting boards on the top to keep it in re- 
pair? 

As an illustration, I will refer to Fort Dela- 
ware, in the Delaware river. This Government 
has spent there about one million dollars. The 
fort is about theee fourths finished; the embras- 
ures for the first tier of guns entirely completed, 
and part of the second; some of the arches com- 
pleted—a majority, however, only half turned — 
all exposed to the weather. Suppose $350,000 is 
now appropriated and expended for boards and 
other materials to cover up the work already done 
on this fortification—for its ‘ preservation,’’ as 
this bill expresses it—will it not result ina loss to 
the Government? If you do not go on and finish a 
building which has already progressed far towards 
completion, do you not lose from twenty-five to 
fifty per cent. of the money you have already ex- 
pended? I say, and on information from the en- 
gineer in charge of the work I have referred to, 
that if it is not now finished the Government will 
lose from two to four hundred thousand dollars. 
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Talk about preserving a building by allowing it 
to remain unfinished, when it has been half built! 
Every man who knows anything about house- 
building knows that it cannot be done, and so it 
it is with works of national defense. Is it not 
our duty, then, as members of this House, to 
whom, with the other branch, have been intrusted 
the interests and the honor of this country, to see 
that our national defenses are put in such a con- 
dition that if the occasion demanded, they would 
wrotect us from the invasion of an enemy ? 

Mr. Chairman, I am notable to give an opinion 
on this matter, and make no pretension to any 
such ability. What I say is founded upon the 
testimony of military engineers. What does the 
Secretary of War say? What do the military 
engineers of the country say? They all recom- 
mend, as a matter of policy and economy, the 
completion of these works. Here is what the 
Secretary of War says: 


** The report of the chief engineer will inform you of the 
character and condition of our sea-coast defenses. tt will 
be seen that these works are gradually, but certainly, ad- 
vancing towards completion, and, when finished, will con- 
stitute a system of maritime defenses formidable in extent, 
and of great maguitude. 

‘* New York, the great heart of commerce on this conti- 
nent, where more and greater interests Concentrate than at 
any poiston our Atlantic coast, may be considered as im 
pregnable from any attack from the sea when the fortifica 
tions now in progress shall be finished. The fortifications 
will be betrer, the guns heavier and more numerous than | 
those of Sebastopol. 

**Upon the general system of sea-coast defense, it is hardly 
necessary to say a word at this day. The policy of the Gov- 
ernment seems to be fixed in that respect, and wisely, too, | 
no doubt, if the works be prosecuted with a wise economy. 
Fortifications are now very justly esteemed the cheapest and 
far the most effeetual means of defense for every important 
commercial point; with the heavy guns of the present day, no 
fleet can match a fortification ; and, when completed, these 
works can be Kept in perfect repair ata very trifling cost 
until needed for actual service. A fortification costing not 
much more than double the sum necessary to build and 
equip a first-class line of battle ship, will constitute a for 
midable defense for a harbor, and will continue to do so 
throughout any length oftime. The value of this mode of 
defense is becoming more apparent every day. As our pop- | 
ulation increases, and the facilities for intercommunication 


are multiplied, a military force of any extent can, with more || 


and more readiness, be concentrated at any given pointin | 
the shortest possible time. Fortifications, which will nat- 
urally retard the landing of a foreign foe, must give time to 
concentrate a force at any given point equal to any emer- 
gency. A larger force could be thrown into New York in | 
two weeks, by means of internal communication, than | 
could be brought there from abroad in a year by aii the 
means which any European Power could possibly com- 
mand. 

«Our ramified system of railroads spreading throughout | 
the whole country—those sinews of iron which bind with | 
indissoluble ties the commercial interests of our commu 
nity—confer upon the nation a capability for defense which 
obviates forever the necessity of standing armies, or of a 
Navy more numerous than is necessary to give protection 
to our ships tn the prosecution of our extended commerce.”’ 


In this appropriation of ¢350,000, as was well 
said by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Quitman,] it is left to be sent hither and thither, 
at the discretion of the Secretary ef War, and not 
to be applied to any particular work. It is totally 
inadequate to keep these forts in repair, and is | 
$25,000 below the estimate made by the Secretary 
of War for that specific purpose. 

Mr, Chairman, I will refer to another point. 
The deed of cession from the State of Delaware 
to the Government of the United States in refer- 
ence to the land upon which Fort Delaware is 
built, was upon the express condition that the 
Government should erect a fort there and keep it 
up. Is Congress fulfilling that condition to the 
State of Delaware when it has left that fort un- | 
constructed since 1832? The old fort there was 
burned down in 1832, and although the Govern- 
ment took the cession from the State on the con- | 
dition | have stated, yet for twenty-six years it 
has left that solemn obligation unexecuted. | 

1 think that nearly every State in the Union | 
roaking a like concession, made it upon a like con- | 
dition. Therefore on that ground alone the Gov- | 
ernment is bound to complete these works. We || 
only ask for a small sum comparatively. We ask 
for $2,000,000. What is $2,000,000, if properly | 
expended, in perfecting these means of defense, if || 
we get into war with any of the European Powers, || 
I care not which, even the weakestof them? And at || 
any rate it is our duty, as wise legislators, in time 
of peace to prepare for war. We have, in the other || 
branch, already a proposition pending for a Joan || 
of $15,000,000. If the scenes which have been |) 
enacted in the Gulf and upon the coast of Cuba be 
continued, the consequences which will be forced 


| 
upon this Government will demand the raising || 
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of twice as much. How do we stand this day? 
What is our Navy compared with that of other 
maritime Powers? Whatisit compared with the 
navies of France, England, and Russia? If we 


come into conflict with either, as we are now, will | 


any gentleman say that our Navy would not be 
wiped out ? 
Ir. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
it cannot be wiped out. 
Mr. WHITELEY. Our Navy is now, com- 


— with that of England, as one istotwenty. I 
J 


I say that 


oast of our Navy, and of the ability of America, || 


and ‘*Young America,’’to do a great deal yet. I 


do not want our Navy, in its present condition, | 
sent into conflict with the navy of England. | | 


know that we have a strong recuperative power, 
and particularly in the section of country from 
which my friend from Illinois comes. 


compete with that of any in the world. Ship for 
ship, and gun for gun, I have no fear for our noble 
little Navy. But where would it be if, in its pres- 
ent condition, it was sentagainst that of England? 


It will not do for us to act the braggadocio when | 


we go into a fight. We must have ships and 
guns. We have gotthe men. It is the duty of 
Congress to provide the stone, wooden, and iron 
walls to defend our sea-coast against the navy of 
a foreign Power, and endeavor to prevent our 


Navy from being driven from the high seas. Does | 


the gentleman from Illinois doubt for a moment 
that, in a war with Great Britain, her navy could 
take every sea-coast town on the Atlantic coast. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I deny itin 


toto. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. No, sir; it could not touch | 
them. 


Mr. MORGAN. 
{Laughter. ] 


Mr. WHITELEY. The Secretary of War, in | 


his report, says that when we finish the defenses 


around New York it will be as impregnable as Se- | 
How impregnable was that? Did not 


bastopol. 
the allies take it? But his report shows that, with- 
out continuing and finishing its fortifications, New 
York will not be impregnable at all; and | know 
not & sea-port town from Maine to Florida that 
has defenses sufficient to prevent an enemy’s fleet 
from sailing right up to its wharves. There is not 
a fort on the whole Delaware except Fort Mifflin; 


and that is not strong enough to keep back a sin- | 
New | 


gle vessel from going up to Philadelphia. 
York is the best defended city in the Union; but 
the report of the Secretary of War shows that it 
can only be rendered impregnable by finishing its 
fortifications. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the question comes down 
simply to this: shall we, in our present difficult 
position in regard to foreign Powers, leave our 
fortifications in their present unfinished state, or 
shall we appropriate the sum asked—§1 ,900,000— 
to complete them? 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that it needs but slight 
reflection on the part of the committee, to see that 


the amount proposed to be appropriated by this || 


bill is totally inadequate for the purposes for 
which the committee intend it. We have no de- 
fenses on our Pacific coast. The amendment 
which I have offered provides for the construction 


of forts in California, and for the construction of | 


the forts on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, while 
the bill only provides for keeping those already 
built in repair. Now, I think itis the duty of 
Congress to give to the Administration, which is 


held responsible for protecting our citizens, the | 


means by which the Executive can protect the 
country and the citizens thereof, Would it be any 


justification for us to say, in the event of a war 


with either of the Governments that I have named, 
and in the event of one of our large cities falling 
into their power, that we had appropriated the 
sum of $350,000 for keeping our fortifications in 
repair? Qould not and would not the President 
turn on us and say: ‘* Your Secretary of Wares- 
timated that, to put these fortifications in a proper 
state of repair, some $1,900,000 was needed, and 
you refused to vote it to me, to vote it to him, to 


| vote it to the country, and, therefore, your cities 


are now in the power of your enemies, and I am 
helpless in your hands?’’ ; 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not want to detain 
the committee on this matter. My chief argu- 
ment upon it is that I have offered an amendment 
which proposes to appropriate no more than what 
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know || 
that in time we can gather a Navy which will | 


Yeas and nays on that. | 








| is estimated for by those who are competent to 
| judge. It appropriates $1,900,000, it is true but 
| that is but as a drop in the bucket, when we on 
|| sider the wants of our national defenses, | hon 
|| fore hope that the committee will adopt my amend. 
| ment as a substitute for the bill. 
|. Mr. DOWDELL. I have a few words to say 
Mr. Chairman, on the amendment proposed, and 
| | hope the committee will indulge me a few mo. 
| ments. As a member of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, [ do not wish to be understood as 
|| responsible for the bill that has been reported | 
|| the committee, for | was opposed to it, and ey. 
deavored to have it reconsidered, so as to embrace 
the estimates of the Secretary of War. | am 
opposed to it now, and in favor of the substityt 
offered by the gentleman from Delaware, [{M; 
Wurrecey.) I think I can demonstrate to the 
committee, if I can get its attention, that it would 
be false economy, worse than folly, to give away 
_ $350,000 for repairs and preservations only. Wo» 
| should delay a whole year, and at the end of jt 
our fortifications would be in a worse condition 
than they are now. In the mean time, we should 
have disbanded all our workmen who are skilled 
in carrying on the work, and we should have cyt 
off the usual and established sources of Supply, 
forfeited contracts for materials, and expended 
a large sum which would be found necessary to 
preserve the works from injury during the period 
of suspension, nota cent of which would go to 
further their efficiency. And at the close of the 
year we should have to commence operations 
under great disadvantages. Suppose the works 
to be found in as good condition as they are now: 
months would be required to reéstablish active 
operations, open and reanimate channels of sup- 
ply, gather the necessary materials, and organize 
the laborers. The appropriations for the com- 
pletion of the works will have to be made at some 
time or other. Most of these forts are in progress 
of construction. Some of them are nearly finished, 
Some of them are just above the water. 

Mr. MORGAN. Would the gentleman from 
Alabama be willing to apply the same rule to har- 
| bors on the greatlakes, where hundreds of millions 
_ of dollars are engaged in commerce, where thou- 

sands of lives are being annually sacrificed? Would 
|| he go for these improvements as well as for these 
| fortifications? If he will, 1 will go with him in his 
| efforts—if not, I will not. 

Mr. DOWDELL. I will consider that ques- 
tion when it arises. It is not now before us for 
consideration. The question before us is, whether 
we will make the appropriations estimated for by 
the Secretary of War, for the continuation of 
fortifications ? It has nothing to do with the ques- 
tion about internal improvements. What is the 
|| sum asked for? Little over one million nine hun- 

dred thousand dollars. Call it two millions. What 
| is the interest on that sum? One hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars. The sum required could 
be readily obtained. We could borrow it perhaps 
at less than six per cent. Three times the annual 
interest of the sum is now asked to be appropri- 
ated simply for repairs and preservation of these 
works; and which, when expended, would leave 
them, very likely, in a worse condition than they 
| are now in. 

My attention, Mr. Chairman, has been princi- 

ally called to the forts at Key West and on the 

ortugas, in the Gulf of Mexico. Fort Taylor, 
on Key West, has mounted its second tier of 
guns; and an appropriation is asked to mount lis 
third tier of guns, and to give it a bomb-proof 
roof. These two forts—Fort Taylor and Fort 
Jefferson—are in a position to control the Gulf of 
Mexico. All the vast trade of the valley of the 
Mississippi, and its tributaries through the north- 
|| west, pass over the Gulf of Mexico. Such a 
| power as England or France could, with its navy, 
|| come into the Gulf and take possession of the 
| Tortugas, Garden Key, or Key West, and com- 
| 
1 








mit depredations on our commerce; and it would 
| be impossible, with our Navy, to dislodge them. 
| But if these forts were completed, we could keep 
' back any navy, and afford protection to the whole 
coast of the Gulf. They overlook Havana, Pen- 
sacola, Mobile, and all the important points of the 
Gulf of Mexico. For the fortifications on the Tor- 
| tugas,an appropriation of $200,000 is asked. That 
| fort has just been raised above water. Itis pre- 
| ay for the mounting of the first tier of guns. 
| The tedious, tardy process of laying the founds- 
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to tions has been gone through with, and every dol- } and Means seem to be exceedingly unfortunate. | these fortifications should be carried on? Was 
but jar now appropriated will go to promote the effi- || It has not been more than two months sincethey || not the country in just as great danger from ag- 
i. ciency of the work. || were arraigned in this House for refusing to cut | gressions from abroad then as it is at this day? 
re. My friend from Delaware alluded to the con- | down Government estimates. The committee | I imagine it was; and yet I have not heard that 
nd. tingency of a war with Great Britain, No one | were charged with conforming their action to the || the country has suffered any particular detriment ; 
jeprecates war more than I do. In its desolating | recommendations from the other end of the ave- in consequence of the failure on those two occa- ‘¢ 
Ly, track are found not only misery, wretchedness, || nue, and for bringing in bills for whatever was | sions to appropriate the money. > Sie 
ind and poverty, the sorrows of widowhood and or- | asked for by the officers of the Government there || Sir, | agree with the genticman from Missis- 44 
20. hanage, but vice and crime multiply in the dark || located. Now we come in to-day with a bill in | sippi, [Mr. Quitman, ] toa very great extent, that i 
Ls seasons of strife. [ hope that warmay nevercome. || which we have undertaken to reduce the appro- || these appropriations heretofore, and while the ae 
as To prevent its occurrence we should not only be || riations from the estimates, and the first thing we || Treasury has been full, have been made without if 
by always ready to defend ourselves, but prompt to || hear is, that the Committee of Ways and Means \| any regard to system; that money has been iaken ia} 
el. resist aggression. I love peace; not a peace, how- || have not done their duty in making this reduc- || from the Treasury to be applied here and there es 
ace ever, purchased by submission to insult; that | tion. So, let us reduce, or fail to reduce, we are || and everywhere, when, in all probability, if we + eae 
am would be too dear a price; but a peace with our || still arraigned before the House, censured, and _ had been in straitened circumstances, the number ie 
lite national honor untarnished. Sir, occurrences have | condemned. | of forts commenced, and that have since been con- ee 
Mr. recently taken place in the Gulfof Mexico which || As my friend from Alabama [Mr. Downe t] || tinued, would have been limited compared to the e yg 
the call for a bold and vigorous policy on our part. | seems to be in a mood for making confessions for || number now on hand. "hoe 
uld To meet the expectations of the American people || his sins, I desire to call attention to one or two || I say, then, sir, that we can now protect this ae 7: 
ray we must hold these violators of law, for such out- || things. I went for this reduction in the commit- || country, and yet not embarrass it by increasing 
We rages, to a Strict account. The Administration, || tee, and I shall maintain the necessity and pro- || its obligations in the borrowing of money, or 
f it | understand, have sent out orders to protect our || priety of that reduction in what I have to say || otherwise for this purpose. Why should this 
ion vessels from further molestation. Lhope the order | now. If my meniory is not very greatly at fault, || Government be borrowing money to build forts 
uld has likewise been given to arrestevery officer who || the committee were unanimous in recommending || and custom-houses and other improvements of 
led was engaged in searching our vessels, and to bring || this bill. Now, sir, | know that afterwards, when || this sort? [ take it that these points can wait 
cut him into our ports for trial. These cases are too || some complaint was made in regard to it, and || until a more propitious season, when the com- 
ly, flagrant to await the delays of diplomacy. They | when gentlemen from abroad came here complain- || mercial embarrassment shall pass away, when 
ded are of design, not accidental. My doctrine would | ing that certain appropriations were not made in || trade and business shall begin to revive; when im- 
r to be, broadsides first, explanation afterwards. No pre- || which they were interested, the matter began to || ports shall be coming into the country and the 
iod text can justify these wanton insults to our flag. || attract more attention, and to become a matter of || Government realizing from those imports the 
to I have every confidence that this Administration || conference between members of the committee. || means necessary to carry on its operations, and 
the will do its duty. The popular heart will respond || But until that time, unless [am greatly mistaken, | to prosecute these improvements. 
ons to the boldest policy. My people, | know, stand || the committee were a unit in regard to this bill. || But, sir, there is another point of view in which 
rks ready to make any sacrifice to maintain the na- || Mr. DOWDELL. At the time this bill was | to look at this question. Suppose the troubles 
Ww! tional honor. || reported, our vessels had not been boarded inthe || which seem to be apprehended by the gentleman 
‘ive Now, Mr. Chairman, I ask, is it not the part |! Gulf of Mexico. from Alabama should grow up between the Uni- 
up- of wisdom to go on and complete our fortifica- || Mr. LETCHER. No,sir; nor when my friend | ted States and England, can these forts be com- 
ze tions? Shall we leave those important points in || from Alabama wanted to reconsider it in the com- || pleted in time for the purpose? If thatapprehen- 
»m- the Gulf in an exposed condition, and thus invite || mittee. Now, sir, the gentleman tells us that our || sion is felt, if there is really danger of war, if our 
yme the first attacks of the enemy? They can be fin- || ships have been boarded in the Gulf; that there || Navy is so weak, in comparison with the navies 
re8s ished with a comparatively small sum of money, || have been seizures and searches; and that he is || of other nations, is it not better that we should 
ied, and in a very short time. The materials are be- || desirous that the President of the United States || husband our resources so that we may have them 
ing collected; the workmen, well trained, are at the || shall take the necessary steps to protect the honor || on hand for the purpose of directing them to an 
rom place, and all necessary arrangements made fora | of the country. I imagine, sir, that the Presi- || increase of our Navy and to an increase of our 
har speedy completion. Aside from any contingency |, dent of the United States will do his duty in4hat || land forces, preparatory to this trial of strength? 
ons of war, considerations of economy ought to in- || regard; butit strikes meas remarkable thatitdid || So it strikes me. All that you spend now upon 
ou- duce us to geant the appropriations asked by the || notoccur to the gentleman, when talking of broad- || these improvements is so much money sunk for 
vuld Secretary. But there are some other important || sides now and explanations hereafter, that those | the time. I think it the part of policy and wis- 
lese works on the Gulf coast to which | will also call | forts down there were unfinished. I take it, if || dom to delay these operations, and to reserve our 
his the attention of the committee. For the defense || those forts are so indispensably necessary, and || funds, so that, if thatevii hour should come which 
of Mobile bay, there are two works—Fort Mor- || if the country cannot be defended without them, || is apprehended, we may be prepared to apply 
1es- gan on the right of entrance, which covers the || it would be bad policy in us to open a controversy | them in that way which will give us the best pro- 
for main entrance, and Fort Gaines on the l2ft. The || with a Power which the gentleman from Dela- || tection and the best defense against a foreign 
ther former has been finished; the small sum asked | ware [Mr. Wurre ey] tells us has anavy twenty |, enemy. 
* by for is to substitute the heavier armament now in | times as large as our own, by firing broadsides | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think the 
of process of execution, and for increased provision | into her. I take it that our people are prepared || committee are prepared to vote; and I move to 
les for the garrison. ‘The latter, Fort Gaines, has || at all times to defend their rights whenever they | strike out the enacting clause of the bill. That 
the been recently commenced. The object of this | are assailed by any nation, however powerful that || will test the sense of the committee on the amend- 
un- work is to cross its fire with the other, and sweep || nation may be. ‘There is something in the past || ment. 
‘hat the channel on itsown side. Withoutthis ns || history of our Government which assures us that || Mr. BOWIE. I desire to propose an amend- 
and ina state of efficiency, an enemy’s steamers could || whenever occasion requires, there are stout hearts || ment, 
vuld pass up and put the city of Mobile under contri- || and strong arms enough to protect our rights, let || ‘The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gen- 
aps bution. The security of the vast commerce of || the assailing party be who it may. As it has || tleman from Illinois takes precedence of all other 
ual that region requires that these works should be || been in the day of our infancy, so it will be now, || motions, and is not debatable. 
pri- prosecuted to completion. In a greater or less | when we are approaching a nation’s growth. Mr. MASON. IL ask for tellers on the motion 
lese degree the same reasons apply generally to our || But the gentleman from Delaware [Mr.Wuire- || of the gentleman from Illinois. 
ave defensive works. The opinions of our military || Ley] tells us that the Government of the United || Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BurFrinton 
hey men are favorable to permanent fortifications; and || States has contracted with a State which may have |, and UNpERWwoop were appointed. 
the late wars in Europe have confirmed these || ceded real estate to the Government for fortifica- The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
nci- opinions in favor of such defensive system. The | tion purposes to erect a fort thereon; and he de- || ported—ayes ninety-three, noes not counted. 
the events in the Black and Baltic seas, where the || mands that it shall be done; and he charges bad || So Mr. Wasnusurne’s motion was agreed to. 
lor, combined and powerful navies of France and Eng- | faith if itis not done. But, sir, that is not the || Mr. J.G@LANCY JONES moved that the com- 
of land accomplished but little, furnish additional || work of a day, a year, or even ten years. Where || mittee rise. 
L ts reason why we should foster this system of de- || ever the Government received those cessions from The motion was agreed to. 
oof fense, and keep all our works in a state of effi- || the States, she received them to make her im- So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
‘ort ciency. I trust that the committee will take a | provements there, by fortifications or otherwise, || resumed the chair, Mr. Harnris, of Illinois, re- 
f of practical view of this subject, and grant the ap- || according to her judgment in regard to time, and || ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
the propriations necessary to finish these most im- | the amount of annual appropriation she should || state of the Union had had the Union generally 
rth- portant works. It is the part of economy to do || give for the purpose of improvement. under consideration, and particularly the amend- 
ha so. Let not the reduced condition of the Treas- || But what does the gentleman from Delaware || ments of the Senate to House bill No. 201 making 
Ys ury deter us from fortifying the main points on | [Mr. Wuiretey] propose? He proposes not only || appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
the our coast, and making the necessary preparation | to prosecute works already begun, but to begin || judicial expenses of Government for the year end- 
om- for the proper reception of any and ail enemies. || others. | ing the 30th of June, 1859, and had directed him 
yuld I do not wish to confine these appropriations to Mr. WHITELEY. The gentleman is mis- || to report back the same with a recommendation 
em. any one section; let all portions claim our atten- || taken. | that some of the amendments be concurred in, 
reep tion; but I have spoken more particularly for the || Mr. LETCHER. Atany rate, thegentleman’s || some concurred in with amendments, and others 
hole works on the Gulf, because it offers rich booty to '| argument amounts to that. | non-concurred in. - Also, that the committee had 
en- an enemy, and, unless the forts now in progress | i I recollect aright, during the compromise || had under consideration the fortification bill, and 
the be completed, will be the most exposed and de- || Congress of 1849-50 no appropriation at all was || had directed him to report the same back, with a 
lor- fenseless part of our coast. Every dollar asked | made for fortification purposes. And I think also, || recommendation that the enacting clause be 
That for by the Secretary is necessary, and [ hope the || that in the first Congress in which | was here—in || stricken out. 
pre- committee will sustain the amendment of the gen- || 1851-52—no appropriations were made at that ses- Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I move the pre- 
- tleman from Delaware. | sion either, for the prosecution of these improve- || vious question on the amendments of the Senate 
nda- 


Mr. LETCHER. The Committee of Ways || ments. Was it not just as important then that | 
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The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered, 

Mr. GROW. I suppose there will be yeas 
and nays upon these amendments. I hope the 
House will go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of general 
debate. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. If the gentleman 
will permit me, 1 do not propose to act upon these 
amendments to-night. IL wish, by general con- 
sent, io have the previous question seconded on 
the other bill, and then go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union for the purposes 
of general debate. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I do not wish to be preju- | 
diced by the motion of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, in my right to move that this bill be re- 
committed to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
with instructions to present specific items of ap- 
propriaution for the several fortifications. 

The SPEAKER. If the previous question be 
now seconded on the fortification bill, it will have 
exhausted itself when the House shall have acted 
upon the recommendation of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to strike out 
theenactingclause. The Chair will then hold under 
consideration, at least for to-night, the question 
whether, if the House refuse to strike out the en- 
acting clause, they may then proceed to pass the 
bill without considering it in Committee of the 
Whole. The Chairhas very great doubts whether, 
inasmuch as the committee have not considered 
the bill—having only reported in favor of striking 
out the enacting clause, the rule requiring that the 
bill making, as it does, an appropriation, must be 
first considered there, it can be considered now in 
the House. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Is it not in 
order to move to recommit after the previous ques- 
tion has been seconded, if the main question has 
not been ordered to be put? 

The SPEAKER. It wiil not; but the previous 
question will have exhausted itself when the 
House has acted upon the proposition to strike 
out the enacting clause. 

Mr. J.G@LANCY JONES. [understood unan- 
imous consent to have been given to me to demand 
the previous question upon the fortification bill 
to-night; then, | understand the Chair to decide 
that if the House refuse to strike out the enacting 
clause, the bill will be open to amendment or com- 
mittal. 

The SPEAKER. If the House shall refuse to 
strike out the enacting clause, it will be in order 
to move to recommit; and the Chair will hold 
under consideration whether it will be competent 
to order the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
time, until it shall have been first considered in 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to give notice that 
I shall object to any attempt to pass this bill until 
it has been considered in the Committee of the 
Whole. Ll hold that neither this nor any other 
appropriation billcan be amended or first consid- 
ered in the House. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put, upon the fortfi- 
cation bill. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 
to vote by which the main question was ordered 
on the two bills; and also moved to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I now move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of general 
debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bunuincuurst in 
the chair.) 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move to take up House 
bill (No. 539) providing for certain public build- | 
ings for post office and other governmental pur- 
,0s8es, i 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I make the ques- |) 
tion of order that it is notin order to move to take || 
up any bill upon the Calendar except the appro- |! 


j 
| 
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priation bills. If the gentleman wishes to arrive | 
at this bill he can only do so by commencing at | 
the first bill on the Calendar and laying the bills 
aside, one by one, until he arrives at the bill which 
he wishes to take up. 

Mr. ENGLISH. The bill lL have moved to take 
up is a bill making appropriations for certain pos- 
office purposes, and the motion is in order. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
up one of the regular appropriation bills. 

Mr. MASON. I propose to make a compro- 
mise, which | have no doubt will be satisfactory 
to both gentlemen. I move to take up the old 
soldiers’ pension bill. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 


1 submit to the | 





| 


I propose to take || 
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and if there is any objection to its consideration, 
the question shall be put, whether the committee 
will consider it. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The first bill on the Calendar was then reported 
being a bill making appropriations for the nayaj 
service for the year ending the 30th of June, 1859. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken yp 
oe consideration, Mr. Biair being entitled to te 

oor. 

The committee was then addressed by Messrs, 
BLAIR, PURVIANCE, OTERO, TAYLOR of 


| Louisiana, BENNETT, DAVIS of Massae}y,- 


Chair 1 


Mr. ENGLISH. No debate isin order, If | 
the gentleman takes an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, let him take it; otherwise I insist 
upon my motion being put. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. What is the first 
bill upon the Calendar? 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Buarr] was 
entitled to the floor by the consent of the commit- 
tee when it last rose; and unless he yields it, no- 
body has a right to take it from him. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I rise to a point of order. | 

The CHAIRMAN. There is one point of order 
already pending. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. The question now is whether 
there is a billup or not. I propose that we take 
up the next general appropriation bill, and let the 
debate go on on that. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I have made a motion, and 
I ask that the question be put. 

Mr. BOWIE. Are we now in committee for | 
business, or merely for the purpose of general 
discussion ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee is, ‘* Which bill shall first be taken | 
up??? The committee is now in session by gen- 
eral consent for general debate. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move that the committee | 
take «a recess for an hour and a half, to give the | 
Chair time to consider all the questions of order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. ‘That is in viola- 
tion of the agreement. 

Mr. REAGAN. I hope that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms will get as near this crowd as he can, and 
read the riot act. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain 
no question until order is restored. The Chair 
overrales the point of orderof the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow.] The Chair recog- 
nized the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bvarr] 
ona bill which has been disposed of. The gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Eneuisn] was recog- 
nized then, and he moved that the committee 
proceed to the consideration of the post office 
bill. ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. J. 
Guancy Jones] next moved that the comnitttee 
take up one of the general appropriation bills. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I wish to make 
an inquiry of the Chair, When the House re- 
solves itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, have | not the right to be 
recognized, for the purpose of moving to take up 
one of the general appropriation bills? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman would, by 
courtesy. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I wish to ask a question, and 
that is, whether the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, because he happens to be the head of a par- 
ticular committee, has the right to engross the en- 
tire attention of the House and of the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and 
whether the chairmen of other committees have 
not some rights, as well as the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means? 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
ENGttsu to take up the House bill (No. 539) pro- | 
viding for certain public buildings for post offices, | 
and other public purposes. 

Mr. ENGLISH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ApRaAIN and | 
Perrir were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 
ported—ayes twenty-four, noes not counted. | 

| 
| 


So Mr. Eneuisu’s motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. There is a desire 
to take up a bill upon which discussion may take | 
place. I insist upon the enforcement of the rule, 
that the first bill on the Calendar shall be read; 


setts, STEVENS of Washington, and KELLY, 
[These speeches will be published in the Ap. 
pendix.] 

Mr. BOWIE. I desire to discuss some of the 
topics alluded to in the speech of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, [Mr.Taytor.] Butas the hour 
is late, [do not wish to go on to-night, and I move 
that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the chairman 
{Mr. Howarp] reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, aceord- 
ing to order, had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the bill of the House 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year ending June 30, 1859, and had come to 
no resolution thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BOWIE, (at a 
quarter before eleven o’clock,) the House ad- 
journed, 

IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 26, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. Septimus Tustin, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. STUART presented a petition of citizens 
of northern Michigan, praying that a homestead 
of eighty acres of Jand may be granted to each of 
the mixed-blood Indians residing in that section 
of the State; which was referred to the Committee 


on Indian Affairs. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of Mich- 
igan, praying that the Indian agency of that Siate 
may be divided into two agencies, and that the 
northern agency be located at Michilimackinac; 
which was referred to the Committee on !ndiaa 
Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a paper signed by 
Charles T. Platt and H. B. Sawyer, in behalf of 
those officers of the Navy who were transferred 
from the furlough to the leave-of-absence list, 
asking that provision may be made for allowing 
them the difference of pay between those grades 
to the time they were so transferred; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He aiso presented the memorial of William H. 
De Groot, praying indemnity for losses sustained 
by him under his contract ‘with Captain Meiys 


| for furnishing brick for the Washington agque- 


duct, in consequence of the failure of the Govern- 
ment to provide the means for carrying on the 
work; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a resolution of the 
Board of Aldermen and Board of Common Coun- 


| cil of Georgetown, District of Columbia, prot«st- 


ing against the passage of any measure for r- 
ceding any portion of that city to the county of 


| Washington; also, a memorial of citizens of 


Georgetown, some of whom reside upon tlie 


| * Heights,’’ remonstrating against the prayer of 





certain citizens of that place, who petitioned Con- 
gress to pass an act to exclude that portion of 
Georgetown called the ** Heights’’ from the cor- 
porate limits of the city; which were referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
a motion by him to print the resolution and me- 
morial was referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Stephen 
Shinn, praying payment for materials furnished 
and money advanced to Samuel Colt, in aidof his 
experiment with the submarine battery in 1543 
and 1844; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. KENNEDY presented the memorial of 
Rezin Orme, praying compensation for services 
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ain clerk in the Second Auditor’s office; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. BROWN presented a memorial of members 


| 
| 


of the bar of the circuit court of the District of | 


Columbia, praying that compensation may be al- 
lowed to James S. Morsell, assistant judge of the 
said court, for services as judge of appeals from 
decisions of the Commissioner of Patents; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. : 

He also presented a resolution of the corpora- 
tion of Georgetown, District of Columbia, in favor 


of the location of a national foundery near that | 


place; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and Militia. 

" Mr. PUGH presented the memorial of A. G. 
Sloo, praying the intervention of the Senate in 
support of his contract for transporting the mails 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, by the 


Isthmus of Tehuantepec; which was ordered to | 


lie on the table. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Peter P. Paillet, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the memo- 
rial of Charles J. Swett. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHIELDS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
408) for the construction of a military road from | 
Seattle to Fort Colville, in the Territory of Wash- | 
ington; which was read twice by its title, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia. 

Mr. POLK asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 409) 
making an appropriation for the completion of 


connected sections of a road from Albuquerque, | 


in New Mexico, tothe Colorado river; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 540) to provide for the lighting with 
gas certain streets across the Mall, reported it 
without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 248) regulating 
municipal elections in the city of Washington, re- 
ported it with an amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, who were instructed by a 
resolution of the Senate to inquire into the expe- 
diency of providing for the engraving and pub- 
lishing a map of the explorations of Lieutenant 


Warren, in Nebraska Territory, reported in favor | 


of printing the map. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Ann Gratiot,widow 
of Charles Gratiot, asked to be discharged from 


its further consideration, and that it be referred to | 


the Committee on the Judiciary; which was agreed 
to 





Mr. CLAY, from the Somsnittes on Pensions, | 


to whom were referred the petition of Andrew 
Chapman, son of George Chapman, a soldier in 
the Revolution, praying to be allowed arrears of 
pension; the petition of Elizabeth Uber, heir-at- 
law of Dorothy Wirt, widow of Ensign Philip 
Wirt, of the revolutionary army; the petition of 


Dolly Lincoln, Margaret Smith, and Linda Sex- | 
ton, children of Noah Warriner, an officer of the | 


Revolution, praying to be allowed the pension to 
which their father was entitled; the petition of 
Cynthia Bishop, daughter of Abram Foot, pray- 
ing to be allowed the pension to which Captain 
Foot was entitled; the petition of James Hud- 
gins, son of Ruth Murphy, late widow of John 
Hudgins; the petition of George Walters, son 


and heir-at-law of Michael Walters, praying to | 


be allowed the pension to which his father was 


entitled; the petition of the heirs of Thomas Ste- | 


vens, a revolutionary soldier, asking pay of pen- 
sion due him in his life; the petition of the sur- 
viving children of Iotatheniel Date, praying for 
‘he arrears of pension due him as an invalid pen- 
sioner; the petition of Deborah Burlingham, pray- 
ing for a pension; and the petition of Charles F. 
Bruckner, administrator of William White, sub- 
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mitted an adverse report thereon, and reported a | miscellaneous item of the contingent fund of the 


joint resolution (S. No. 45) inhibiting the pay- 
ment of certain claims for pensions therein speci- 
fied. The resolution was read, and passed to a 
second reading; and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. No. 10) di- 
recting the Secretary of the Interior to pay certain 
pension claims therein specified, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to whom were referred the 
petition of the heirs and representatives of Chris- 
toval and Miguel De Armas; the petition of the 
heirs and legal representatives of James Johnson; 
a petition of citizens of New Orleans; and a peti- 
tion of Joseph Reynes, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill (S. No, 410) to confirm certain 
land claims in the Florida parishes of Louisiana 
to the city of New Orleans and others. The bill 
was read, and passed to a second reading; and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. ALLEN, announced that the House had 
passed a bill (H.R. No. 541) in relation to a rail- 
way along Pennsylvania avenue, in Washington 
city, in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


JOHN ETHERIDGE. 
Mr. IVERSON submitted the followme reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the evidence in the case of John Etheridge 
be withdrawn from the Senate files and transmitted to the 


Court of Claims, to be used in the case of Hardin’s admin- 
istrator, now pending in said court. 


POST ROUTES IN ARKANSAS. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- | 


olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab 


| lishing, by law, the following post routes in Arkansas, 


namely: from Lewisburg, in Conway county, by Galla 
Rock and Bates’s mill, to Dardanell, in Yell county ; from 
Mill Bayou to Chitteceaux, Missouri; from Augusta, in 
Jackson county, by Alvin McDonald, to Jackson Port ; from | 


| Memphis, ‘l’ennessee, (by railroad,) to Madison and Little 


|} Rock, in Arkansas; from Seary, in White county, to inter- 


| sect the route from Desare to Fort Smith,at Cadron creek ; 


7 


from Paraclifta, in Sevier county, to Sheetucket, in Polk 
county, and report by bill or otherwise. 


CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. 
On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, the joint reso- 


' lution (S. No. 44) to grant to the judges and so- 


licitor of the Court of Claims the use of the Con- 
gressional Library, and for other purposes, was 


read the second time, and referred to the Com- 


| the joint resolution will be now considered. 


| the joint resolution. 


| mittee on the Library. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Aven, ia Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker of the House had 
signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 231) for the 


|| relief of Nancy Serena. 


COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 


Mr. PUGH, on his motion, was excused from 
further service on the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

INVESTIGATING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred a House joint resolution, (No. 
32,) making appropriations to pay the expenses 
of the several investigating committees of the | 
House of Representatives, have directed me to re- 
port it back without amendment, and to recom- 
mend its immediate passage. The House are anx- | 
ious to get it passed at once, as there are some 
witnesses waiting for their compensation. I hope | 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in | 

Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
»P 

It appropriates $12,000 for the payment of ex- | 

penses of the several investigating committees, | 


| and of the Judiciary Committee of the House of 
Representatives, which sum is to be added to the || service. The usage has been to allow ten cents 


House. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. i 


GEORGE ASHLEY. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. L ask the Senate now to 
take up the motion to reconsider the vote taken 
the other day rejecting the bill (S. No. 89) for 
the relief of George Ashley, administrator de bo- 
nis non of Samuel Holgate, deceased. I only ask 
that the reconsideration may be agreed to so that 
the bill may go on the Calendar. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not ask for action 


| on it now. Let it take the place on the Calendar 


to which it is entitled. 


Mr. COLLAMER. It should be placed on the 


| Calendar in the order in which it stood originally. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be done. 
N. C. TOWLE. 

Mr. IVERSON. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the sum of $321 be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate, toN. C. Towle, for his mileage 
and expenses in Visiting the Aroostook country in Maine, 
under a resolution of the Senate of 18th August, 1856. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will be referred to the Committee to Audit and 
Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will state that Mr. Towle 
was sent by the Committee on Claims, under a 
resolution of the Senate of the 18th of August, 


| 1856, to examine certain land titles in the State of 


Maine arising under the Ashburton treaty. He 
presented his account for expenses and mileage. 
That account was audited by the Committee on 
Claims Mr. Brodhead being then chairman, and 
signed by Messrs. Brodhead, Fessenden, Yulee, 
Geyer, Wade, and myself, ** approved,’’ and re- 
ferred to the Committee to Audit and Control 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, of which 
Judge Evans, the late Senator from South Caro- 
lina, waschairman. Fle allowed the account for 


| $200, but did not allow the expenses of three dol- 
| lars a day, and for hiring a horse and carriage, 


| 


twenty-two dollars. It is unnecessary to refer 
the matter-to the Committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses, because they have already acted on it, 
and rejected items to the amount of $121. It is 
very clear, it seems to me, that Mr. ‘Towle is 
entitled to his expenses and mileage. ‘That is 
all that has been charged; and it has been usual 
to allow it in such cases. 

Mr. CLAY. Is this to pay him for his ser- 
vices? 

Mr. IVERSON. There is nothing included in 
this account, | will say in response to the Senator 
from Alabama, for services. It is nothing but the 
mileage and actual expenditures, the expenses of 
eating and drinking, &c., and hiring a buggy or 
carriage to go up into that wild country where 
there was no facility of traveling, except by pro- 


|} curing @ conveyance, which he had to hire and 


keep for several days. He charged nothing but 

the actual expenses which he paid out, and the 

mileage which has been usually allowed. 
Mr.CLAY. What about the three dollars a 

day? 

Mr. IVERSON. That is not allowed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 


is, is there unanimous consent to consider the 


| resolution now, without reference to the Commit- 


tee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate? The Chair hears no objection. 
The resolution is before the Senate. 

Mr. YULEE. As 1 was one of the signers of 
the certificate approving the accountof Mr. Towle, 
being then a member of the Committee on Claims, 
1 will state that my understanding was, and is 
now, that the account was made out in precise 
conformity with the charges usually allowed to 
clerks of the Departments performing similar ser- 
vice. 

Mr. IVERSON. That is so. 

Mr. WRIGHT. This case, as I understand, 
was before the Committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses. This gentleman was a clerk to one of the 
committees of the Senate, and was receiving six 
or eight dollars a day as compensation for that 


oP Ree 


Ws. 


Or 








2400 


a mile to persons employed as this gentleman 


was, to cover traveling expenses. The Committee | 


T= OMe 


i! 


on Contingent Expenses examined into it, and it | 


appeared to them that that allowance ought to 
have been satisfactory. The expense of traveling 
perhaps was three cents a mile, but I think the 
committee allowed ten. The chairman of our 


committee supposed that that compensation was 


amply sufficient. 

Mr. IVERSON. The chairman seems to have 
been laboring under a misapprehension, from the 
memorandum he left stating that a portion of this 
account was for services rendered. He has writ- 
ten here, ** Dr. Towle was receiving six dollars a 
day as clerk to the Committee on Claims.’’ The 
chairman was mistaken; no part of this account 
includes anything for services atall. Itis simply 
to give him the mileage that is usually charged in 
such cases, and the actual amount paid out for his 
support and for hiring a buggy; that is all. 

Mr. WRIGHT. There 1s certainly a mistake 
in regard to this case. Mr. ‘Towle was receiving 
six dollars a day as clerk to the Committee on 
Claims while he was absent, and, in addition, re- 
ceived ten cents a mile for his traveling expenses. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution, 
making acharge on the contingent fund, must 
have three readings. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move to refer 
it to the Committee to Audit and Control the Con- 
tingent Expenses of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection may be 
made to the second reading of the resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope my friend from 
Arkansas will not make the objection, The last 
Committee on Claims knew all about it. It has 
been once there; and the Senate may dispense 
with the necessity of sending it there again. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I shall 
make the motion. 

The resolution was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not understand how it 
is that we are to pay out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate for information in relation to the 
Aroostook country. Who sent him? What was 
his authority? 

Mr. IVERSON. He wassent under a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 18th of August, 1856, 
authorizing and instructing the Committee on 
Claims to send an agent for the purpose.of making 
certain investigations. There is aclaim now—a 
very large claim—pending against the United 
States for the value of this property; and he was 
sent there, as a protection to the United States, to 
examine the value of it,and report. He performed 
very valuable and somewhat arduous service. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me it ought not 
to come out of the contingent fund. It is a mat- 
ter affecting the general interest of the United 
States, and belongs to an appropriation bill. Itis 
not proper that we should institute such commis- 
sions, and pay for them out of the contingent 
fund. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The facts in this case are 
very simple,and | have been surprised that there 
should be the slightest objection in the world to 
the claim as made. ‘The claimant was and is the 
clerk of the Senate Committee on Claims. Before 
that committee was a very considerable claim in- 
volving some fifty or sixty thousand dollars, as 
it turned out, on the part of different people in the 
State of Maine, on account of lands which they 
had lost under the treaty of Washington. 
principal difficulty and a probability of great ex- 
pense arose from the reason that they were all 
small claims, and all involved questions of title, 
which questions of title were to be examined and 
considered. In the Committee on Claims that 
difficulty occurred, and the thenchairman, I think, 
or some one of the committee—I do not know who 
it was, at any rate it did not come from the clerk 
of the committee—proposed that we should get 
leave to send somebody there in the recess to take 
proof of those titles. The Senate accordingly 
passed an order to that effect, that the Committee 
on Claims be authorized to send an agent in the 
recess for the purpose of taking this testimony. 

After this resolution passed, and it came to be 
discussed who should be the individual sent, it 
was suggesied that we had better send our own 
clerk, because we could rely on what he would 
do under the direction of the committee. Accord- 
ingly in the recess he went, and he was gone for 


not 











country to know what he had to do. 
travel for a large distance through a country 


where there is no railroad, no stage-coach; where | 


he must get along by private conveyance, as he | 


could, and sleep in cabins. 
ments in the woods, far up on the line; and he 
must necessarily have had a very hard time of it. 


He came back, drew out a very lengthy and cor- | 


rect report of his transactions; and on that report 
a bill was founded, which passed the committee 
unamimously, and again passed the committee 
unanimously at this session, and has been passed 


also by the committee of the House, but has not | 
For all these services which | 
he thus rendered in connection with that matter, | 


yet become a law. 


all the claim he made was three dollars a day for 
actual expenses, which certainly would not more 


than cover them, and the ordinary mileage of ten | 


cents allowed to an officer for traveling for a pub- 


lic purpose; and that claim is that which is pre- | 
sented, amounting, for the whole expenses; to | 
something over three hundred dollars. He ought | 
to have charged more, according to the system | 
which prevails here; certainly much more. If he | 


had charged $500, instead of $300, I suppose the 


result would have been that everybody would be | 
satisfied with the striking off of $150, and giving | 


him more than he claims now; but being an hon- 
est man, and traveling under these circumstances, 
performing that service, he makes this charge. 
No reasonable man, it strikes me, can object to it. 


The resolution was reported to the Senate with- | 


out amendment. 

Mr. POLK. 
lution has been reported against by the commit- 
tee to whom it was referred ? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. There has never been | 


any report atall on the subject. 

Mr. POLK. I wish to understand the matter. 
The Senator from New Jersey was making some 
remarks on it when | came in. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will state, for the benefit 
of the Senator from Missouri, that this account 


| was referred at the last session to the Committee 


One | 


on Contingent Expenses; and Judge Evans made 
the following indorsement on the papers: 

“Mr. Towle was, at the time he performed the service, 
clerk of the Committee on Claims, receiving an actual sal- 
ary of six dollars a day, and theretore no part of this account 


can be allowed except for expenses actually incurred, of 
which he must return an account. 


* JOSIAH J. EVANS.” 
This is for the expenses; no part of it is for 
salary or services. 


Mr. POLK. What I wish to get at is this: 


They are all settle- | 


I wish to understand if the reso- | 


— 


whether any committee has inquired to ascertain | 
whether the actual expenses are in amount what | 


is now proposed to be paid by the resolution? for, 
whatever the actual expenses are, | am ready and 
willing to vote the payment of them; but I wish 
to know that they are actual expenses. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will say, in response, that 
the account, as made out by Mr. Towle, was pre- 


sented to the Committee on Claims at the last | 
Congress, and examined and allowed by them, | 


and signed by Mr. Brodhead, the chairman, and 
every member of the committee. 


Mr. POLK. And the amount proposed to be | 


paid is that which was allowed ? 

Mr. IVERSON. Exactly. 

Mr. POLK. That is satisfactory. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I desire to state, for the in- 
formation of the Senator from Missouri, that this 


| claim was before the Committee on Contingent 


Expenses, and the committee unanimously agreed 


to allow ten cents a mile, which they thought was | 


ample compensation. That amounted to over two 
hundred dollars. This gentleman, during that 
time, was receiving his pay as clerk of the Com- 
mittee on Claims; and for this service, which was 
a mere pleasure trip to the North, we proposed to 
allow him ten cents a mile, which we deemed am- 


| ply sufficient. 


| 


‘ 


Mr. POLK. Has he received ten cents a mile 
in addition to what is now proposed? [‘* No! 
no!”? 

Mr. IVERSON. He has not received as yet 
one cent; but the $200 for mileage is charged to 
this account, and forms a part of it. The balance 
of $120 is his bill for expenses, and the hiring of 
a buggy. é 

Mr. WRIGHT. I have said the committee 
proposed to allow ten cents a mile, which we con- 
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I object to the 


consideration of the resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution cay. 
not be read a third time to-day, objection beine 
made. : 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, 

On motion of Mr. SEWARD, the Senate ro. 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 341) 
making appropriations for repairing and securino 
the works of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question js op 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. When I was cut off by the 
termination of the morning hour yesterday, | 
had nearly concluded the very brief reply I Was 
making to the honorable Senator from ce 
[Mr. Cotramer] and the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Bensamin.] 1 was replying to 
the position which was assumed by those gentle. 
men, that on account of the difficulty of apportion. 
ing taxation, and particularly the expense of an 
improvement of this kind, it was best to put it 
upon the whole people of the United States, by 
taking it out of the general fund. The honorabje 
Senator from Vermont seemed to consider that 
the citizens of Vermont would be compensated 
by the benefit resulting to the general commerce 
of the country. 1 wish, ina very few words, io 
show that Senator that the very same injustice 
exists that would exist under other circumstances, 
The cotton-plapter on the Mississippi river, who 
gets his cotton freighted to New Orleans at a less 
price, by reason of removing the snags and re- 
moving the bars, and cheapening the transporta. 
tion, gets as much of that general advantage as 
the wool-grower in Vermont; and, besides that, 
he has all the special advantage. That argument 
‘of general advantage, then, amounts to nothing 
He is putting his burdens, his special burdens, 
on the general fund, and equally participating in 
all the results of the consequential benefits of the 
general commerce of the country. So the inequal- 
ity is precisely the same; that argument does not 
remove the inequality. The same injustice is 
done to his constituents by cheapening the trans- 
portation of my cotton in the one case as in the 
other, because if I paid the expense of cheap- 
ening the transportation muyecit should get the 
general benefits resulting to the commerce of the 
country, and so would the man in Vermont. If 1 
can throw it on him and the rest of society, I par- 
ticipate as much in the general prosperity as he 
does; and, besides that, I reap all the special ad- 
vantage, and so the injustice is as much in the 
one case as in the other. Instead of this idea of 
the nationality of a work being a reason for throw- 
ing it on the common fund, it is a reason against 
it, on all principles of justice and equality. If 
there are a great number of people directly bene- 
fited, so much the less the burden on them to 
make the, improvement, so much the harder to 
put it on others. 

Take the case I put yesterday. Take the man 
in Vermont, who has even no imperfect natural 
way of transporting his commodities to market; 
he makes an artificial one. Why should not the 
Government help him to do it? If the Govern- 
ment makes a railroad to Vermont or Georgia, it 
enables the planters to grow what they could not 
grow before, and to transport to market what they 
do grow ata less price than they did before, by the 
whole difference between the cost of transporta- 
tion on an ordinary road and a railroad and the 
saving of time. Then there is as much public 
advantage in the Government building a railroad 
in Vermont as clearing out the Mississippi, and 
that same advantage is spread over the country !2 
the same way. Why, then, should it not build 
a railroad? Why, instead of doing that, should 
it put a burden on Vermont railroads to the whole 
extent of the duty on railroad iron, and upon 
Georgia railroads, and take that identical money 
and use it to remove obstructions from the Mis- 
sissippiriver? 1 think there ts nothing in the con- 
dition of the two sections of the country that 
would warrant it. It is unjust to Vermont; it's 
unjust to Georgia; it is unjust to the people 02 
the Mississippi who do not use the river. Its 
true, they may get a portion of the general ad- 
vantage that results to the commerce of the coul- 
try; but so does the man whose tolls are paid 
from the public Treasury; and, besides that, he 

ts the specific advantage of cheapening his ow® 
Bales of cotton or hogshead of sugar. Hence the 
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Senator will perceive that the argument does not 
meet the objection of ine uality. [proceed on the 
reat principle that equality is equity, and that all 
Furdens should be apportioned to those who get 
the benefits of them wherever it can be done. It 
will not do to say that you will assume a burden 
on particular individuals out of the public Treas- 
ury because all the citizens of the United States 
are incidentally benefited by the improvement of 
the commerce of the country. [tis wrong in prin- 
ciple; it is unjust. 

The Senator from Vermont attempted to illus- 
trate it by the case of the rentsin New York. He 
said that a tax on the real estate in New York 
would fall on the tenant. It is very much more 
just that it should fall on the tenant than in any 
other case; but I will say it does not necessarily. 
jt is much more just, according to principle, that 
it should fall on the tenant in New York, than 
that the cost of the transportation of a hogshead 
of sugar on the Mississippi river should be borne 
by the people of Vermont. The tax put ms the 
house in New York increases its price. 


tis an | 


element of its cost, and therefore necessarily the | 


owner of the house would put it upon the tenant 
if he could; but if it so turns out that there are a 
hundred houses to be had in that locality, and but 
fifty people who want to rent them, that element 
of cost may be lost, just as much as the cost of 
the labor or the materials that built it, or the land 
it is put on. 


The tax is an element of price, but | 


it may be lost, on account of the controlling in- | 


fluence of other elements of price. An equal, if 


not a much greater, element of price than all these | 
nut together, consists in the demand and supply. | 


f there is a deficiency of tenants and an overplus 
of houses, the whole effect of all these elements 
of price may be lost, so that the tenant may not 


pay a dime of the tax, but.the landlord will have 
to pay it all. 


Mr. COLLAMER. He may not havea tenant. | 


Mr. TOOMBS. If he does not, of course he has 
to pay the tax himself. If there were a hundred 
houses to rent, and but fifty tenants, of course a 
tenant would get a house for much less money 
than if the converse were true, because the great, 


the controlling element of price is the demand and || 


supply everywhere. That would come in to dis- 
turb the rents. If there were one hundred tenants 
and only fifty houses, then the landlord would get 


the tax from the tenant, and get a still higher in- | 


terest on his capital. It is more just that the tenant 
should pay it, because it is an element in the cost 
of the tenement that shelters his head; but it 


would not be fair to put it on the Vermont wool- | 
grower and the Louisiana sugar man, on the | 


ground of general benefit. 


tration will not answer, even if it were apposite 
to the particular case. 


The honorable Senator from Louisiana, admit- 


I say, then, the illus- | 


ting the abstract justice of the principle for which | 
I contend, says there are difficulties in carrying | 


itout. He says that some of the beats are larger 
than others; that some make voyages for longer 


distances on the river than others; and he desires | 


to know whether you would tax them according 
to the tonnage, or according to the trips. I take 
it, it would be very much like a toll-bridge or a 
canal. Every difficulty which he suggested is met 
and overcome by New York on her canal. They 
travel that sanel with different-sized boats, they 
travel different distances, and some more and some 


less frequently; but when the State of New York, | 


in pursuance of the great principle of justice for | 
which I am contending, determined to tax those | 
who used it to reimburse the public for construct- | 


ing it, she found a way to distribute the burden 


among them—at least by an approximation to | 


Justice, if she could not attain exact justice in all | 


| 


cases. 1 know no reason why you could not as | 


readily tax tonnage on products on the Missis- 
Sippiriver from St. Louis to New Orleans, as New 

ork can from Albany to Buffalo on the Erie 
canal, one 4 one of the difficulties which the 
Senator from Louisiana suggested in regard to the 
Mississippi river, exists with regard to the Erie 
canal. ‘There is no more difficulty in apportion- 


151 


ing these rates on an artificial than on a natural 
highway. 

The honorable Senator from Mississippi sug- | 
gested that the lower Mississippi was a good river, | 
and that it would be hard to tax the commerce of | 


_ that portion of the river which did not need im- | 
| provement for the benefit of other portions. The | 
| reply to that is, thatif that portion of the river did 


not need improvement, there would be no appli- | 
cation to levy tonnage duties there. I do not pro- | 
pose to make any State lay tonnage duties for 

improvement purposes, but I propose, as I am au- | 


| thorized to do under the Constitution of the Uni- | 


| pleases, for the purpose of improving her ports | 


ted States, to allow a State to tax tonnage, if she 


andherrivers. If Louisiana does not want to ex- | 
ercise the power, I do not wish to make her do it; 
and that isa sufficient answertothis point. Above |! 


| Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Missouri || 
| may want the power to improve the river through 
| their States, and, if so, | would grant it to them, 








| out a guinea. 


but I would not force iton anybody. If theyare | 
content with their river, if they are unwilling to | 
take these risks, or if they think the cost of re- | 
moving the bars or snags, or whatever obstruc- | 
tions there may be in that noble river, is not jus- 
tified by the benefit to them, they will notask for 
the power, and I am willing to letthem have itas 
it is; but if they desire to improve their river, by 
taxing theirown commerce, if they think the ben- 
efits to themselves and to the commerce of the 
country will be greater than the cost of the im- 
provement, | will allow them to do it out of their 
own money, but not out of mine. The reason | 
why the persons who have favored this class of 
improvements at the general expense will notac- | 
cept my proposition, the reason why some of the | 
States have abandoned the tonnage duty is be- | 
cause they preferred to levy the money out of the || 
general fund rather than out of their own pockets. | 
Baltimore gave it up; Savannah gave it up; for they | 
preferred the United States should do it. Why? | 
Because then they would pay in a dime and take 
There is not a man in the United | 
States, there is not a free negro, North or South, | 
who does not understand that game. The argu- || 
ment of general benefit which is made use of, does | 


| notdeceive anybody. It does not deceive the peo- | 


ple who make it. It is admitted that when the 
Government does such work, it does it worse than | 
rivate individuals. The honorable Senator from 
llinois, who temporarily supports this system | 
until, as he says, he can get a better one, has said | 
on this floor, that ninety-nine dollars out of every | 
hundred spent by this Government for these pur- | 
poses, have been sunk and squandered, and, on the | 
whole, have done the rivers more harm than good. | 
Everybody knows that the Government does work | 
of this kind worse than individuals; everybody 
knows that it does it more expensively; every- | 
body knows it brings less skill and judgment and | 
talent than individuals to it. 1 believe there is not | 
a company in the United States that wants to clear | 
out a harbor or construct a railroad that would 
take a Government engineer if you gave him to 
them. My State once tried one of the chiefs of 
the topographical engineers, but she found out | 
her error to her cost, and discharged him. Peo- | 
ple who spend their money in public works, get | 


pensation, of which they arecontinually complain- 
ing? Men in civil life get their five, their ten, their 
fifteen, or their twenty thousand dollars a year to 
engineer railroads; and yet these men hang on 
and come here and beg for an increase of salaries— 
fifteen hundred, or two thousand, or three thou- 
sand dollars a year. That is a demonstration in 
my judgment. 

Mr. DAVIS. I must correct the Senator 
again, if he will permit me todo so. These engi- 
neers are not persons who come here and beg for 
additional salary more.than anybody else con- 
nected with the Government. I will also inform 
him that some of the very engineers who in civil 


/employment are receiving such high salaries, 


have been drawn from the Army, from the fact 
that they could not get as much from the Gov- 
ernment as from private individuals. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is what I supposed— 
those of them who are good for anything have 
quit the service. 

Mr. DAVIS. Not at all. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should suppose that would 
be the general rule, but | am not as well ac- 
quainted with them as the Senator from Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will interrupt the Senator once 
more, merely to say that his supposition is en- 
tirely unfounded in the character of these officers, 
Professional zeal, attachment to the Army in 
which they have been bred, bind men of the 
highest character and attainment to it; and they 
should certainly be exempt from such a reflection 
as to put them in the mere mercenary class of 
remaining in the service because they cannot go 
elsewhere. There are many cases where they 
are offered the most tempting prices to leave the 
service, but remain on account of their attach- 
ment to it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iam quite satisfied that the 
honorable Senator, probably from his own esprit 
du corps, gives them credit for very different mo- 
tives from those upon which they act. I judge 
them as other men, and I do not consider it dis- 
honorable to them. 

Mr. HAYNE. I would say to the honorable 
Senator from Georgia, with his permission, that 
1 have passed almost my whole life in the Army, 
and I think what I say on this point may be re- 
lied upon. I know these gentlemen have received 
the best education in the country—a West Point 
education—and they are men of the highest prin- 
ciple and truthfulness. 1 cannot think that those 
engineers who prepare themselves temporarily 
for such service can rank on a footing with those 
educated as I have stated, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The public judgment is against 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina, and 
my own is unshaken by the statement. I know 
that when individuals have their capital and in- 
terest at stake they employ the men who can do 

their work best, and they do not select your top- 
ographical engineers for service of this kind. I 
| would say to the Senator from Mississippi, that 
| 1 know those persons have applied from time to 
time for an increase of pay. The pay of the en- 
gineer corps and of the Army was raised while 
that honorable Senator was at the head of the 
War Office. It was done by Congress, it is true, 


an engineer who understands his business. They || but the solicitations were great from all quarters 





do not come to the Government for him. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think the Senator is mistaken 
in the fact. The calls were so frequent, and the | 
detention of the officers so long, that it had to be | 
prohibited. One of the great works which was | 
achieved in Michigan, leaving a surplus on hand, 
was done under the direction of an officer of the | 
topographical engineers; and, it was supposed, | 
could not have been done otherwise. 

Mr. TOOMBS. We tried Colonel Long, of the || 
topographical engineers in Georgia, and our ex- 


erience was different. As faras my observation || 


—well known to me. So far as their education 
at West Point is concerned, that is no argument 
with me; I think very little of it. I think it is an 


_ exceedingly defective education; and one of the 


reasons why they are not fit for this service re- 
sults from their education, isolated from the com- 
munity. They are not fit to construct or to carry 
on these improvements. To do so, they ought 
to know the price of turnips, of wheat, of corn, 
of beef, of pork, of labor at every point—the hire 


\| of slaves or freemen; they should understand the 


whole business of life. know that in some in- 


nas extended, although some people may try them || stances where we employed those officers we paid 
as we did once or twice, yet, as a class, they are || for it at our terrible cost. That is the history of 


the least efficient engineers of any in the United | 
States. If it were not so, would they remain in 
the public service at the very small amount of com- | 


| 


my own State, and I know it is so in other States 
| of the Union. No doubt men educated at West 


| Point may be distinguished, but men may be dis- 
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tinguished in this particular department and not | 
be educated at all; they may have picked up their 
knowledge for themselves in after life. Some of 
the most eminent and successful engineers in the 
world have been of that class. What was the 
elder Stephenson, who invented the steam rail car, 
but a laborer in a workshop? He had no educa- 
tion of any sort; and in my opinion, the very ed- 
ucation and pursuits of these officers disable them 
from the great business of carrying on the im- 
provement of a river ora road; and my observa- 
tion has been, that whenever they have been sent 
to works of this kind, they have spent twice, and 
sometimes three or four times the money that pri- 
vate individuals would do for the same service, 
without the same benefit. 1 was giving the testi- 
mony of one of the supporters of these measures, 
the honorable Senator from Illinois, in remarks 
which he made here at the last Congress, that 
ninety percent. of yourappropriations was squan- 
dered by these officers, and the appropriations 
had turned out to be worse than useless. There 
is a case in North Carolina where hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were expended under their 
direction toimprove a river; and after having done 
that, North Carolina called on us for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars more to repair their blun- 
ders, and remedy the injury they had done to 
Cape Fear river. We passed a bill for that pur- 
pose at the last Congress. ‘Their whole path is 
strewed with failures; that is their history. 

l was saying that everybody knows that the 
Government does the business more expensively 
than individuals. ‘That is my opinion, and I be- 
lieve itis the general opinion, Not only that, but 
the Government does it worse than individuals. 
Then why do they come here and ask the Gov- 
ernment to doit? Simply because they are not in- 
terested in the expenditure; itis not their money. 
People who spend their own money are careful 
about the agencies to whom they intrust it; but 
those who spend other people’s money are indiffer- 
ent as to the agencies by which it is done. ‘These 
are sound principles, which everybody, I pre- 
sume, will understand. The reason why they 
come to the Government is not that the Govern- 
ment will do it better, for experience shows that 
it does it worse. Itis not that the Government 
will do it more economically and skillfully, but it 
is because it is done with the money of others, 
not their own. Look at the enormous appropri- 
ations asked this year for the simplest work which 
is made by these engineers. ‘They are continu- 
ally on the lakes, and continually making esti- 
Of course they are not to blame for it; 
the Government sends them there; but it is a le- 
gitimate argument with me, according to the facts 
of the case, that the Government does it worse 
than anybody else, and always has. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 will not interrupt the Senator 
if it be at all disagreeable to him. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is not. 

Mr. DAVIS. But as he seems about to pass 
from that point, | wish to make a correction. 
Without specifying any case himself, he refers to 
the Senator from Illinois, who, | think, somewhat 
injudiciously did instance a case—the construc- 
tions on the Ohio river. Those constructions, 
so far from having been made by officers of the 
A rmy, topographical or otherengineers, were con- 
structions which had been made exactly upon the 
same idea the Senator now announces, that men 
without education could be got to do the work 
better than those who had learned something, and 
so they got a steamboat man to build a dam at 
Cumberland Island, and that dam was one of the 
very cases the Senator from Illinois rested his ac- 
cusation on. It was notconstructed by the Uni- 
ted States engineers, and they would never have 
putitthere. | know no improvements which jus- 
tify the charge that the Senator from Georgia has 
been making, unless he goes back to a remote 
period, when some wing walls were built on the 
upper Ohio. They were injudiciously built by 
an Army engineer, but there is notan Army en- 
gineer now who would attempt to advocate them. 
I think their expenses have been lower than they 
would have been if they were turned over to con- 
tractors or to men having an interest. They have 
stood as the defenders of the Government against 
private interest, and their permanent connection 
with the Government naturally made them so. I 


mates, 


will meet it, if I have the knowledge now to an- 
swer any accusation, 

Mr. TOOMBS. It seems that these gentlemen 
are very tenacious on the point of defending the 
engineer corps. I was only illustrating a general 
principle from known facts. I am willing to leave 
the question to the entirecountry. Letit passas 


7 


|| | know of no work which was done in the rive 
if 


| it was not good engineering nor bad engineer, 


my opinion, that they are the least competent and | 


most expensive of all persons for this kind of 
work. That is my judgment; and I leave the ar- 
gument with the country. The case I gave was 
the Cape Fear river; one within my own knowl- 
edge. 
own State, of a colonel of engineers, because he 


| was inefficient and very expensive. 


Mr. DAVIS. Then I will answer to the first, 
as that is specific; and I do not know, on the sec- 
ond, to what the Senator refers. The application 
which was made for an appropriation to improve 
the navigation of the Cape Fear river was not on 
account of bad work done on that river. It was 
said to be the consequence of a fortification built 
outside of the Cape Fear river; that a fortification 
built to defend the entrance into Cape Fear had, 
by the attrition of the bank, formed a bar at the 
mouth of Cape Fear river, and thus affected the 
navigation, I did not believe it at the time, and 
I do not believe it now. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator is wholly mis- 
taken as to the reasons given for that measure. 
Mr. Badger, the then Senator from North Caro- 
lina, put it expressly upon the ground that the 
Government had injured the river by the injudi- 
cious building of dams; and it went through this 
body on that ground. 

Mr. DAVIS. It wasa fort outside of the mouth 
of the river. [tis matter of report; the whole case 
is spread upon the record. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I understand the matter per- 
fectly well; 1 know the locality. Some of those 
wings are more than five miles from the fort that 
was being repaired. I know the locality; I have 
passed by it fifty times. 

Mr. DAVIS. Were any of them in the river? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir; in Cape Fear river. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will state the facts as I 
have always understood them. After the fort was 
built, fearing that perhaps it might be injured by 
the current of the river, or some other cause, a sort 
of dam or jetty was made out, to throw the cur- 
rent off. ‘That was supposed to have thrown the 
water on the other side, and washed away the 
opposite bank, and made the river perhaps half a 
mile or a mile wider, spread it out, and produced 
shoal water. The late efforts of the Government, 
therefore, have been to narrow the river again by 
stopping the new inlet, and by throwing the cur- 
rent back where it originally was; and it has been 
stated again and again that this accident would 
not have occurred, but for the work of which IJ 
have spoken, to protect the fort, which threw the 
current off. That is my impression about the 
occurrence, 

Mr. TOOMBS. There are many instances to 
which I might allude, if the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi insisted on specific instances. The bill 
for the improvement of Cape Fear river was in- 
troduced here, and argued as an exceptional case 
upon the ground that the object was to repair a 
damage done by bad engineering of the Govern- 
ment. It passed Congress on the ground that 
the injury to the river was the act of the Govern- 
ment; and the object was to remove what it had 
done, which had injured, instead of benefited, the 
navigation; and I believe the bill was signed by 
the President for that reason. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
will permit me. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. It was considered by the Pres- 
ident, upon the terms used in the law, that Con- 
gress had decided Qhat the bar formed at the 


/ mouth of Cape Fear river was the consequence of 


the action of the Government. It was not bad 
engineering; there was nothing said about engi- 


neering. It was presented, however, as the con- 
sequence of the action of the Government in the 
| Jaw; and that action of the Government was, in 


the opinion of Congress, I suppose, the construc- 


tion of the fort and the wall or jetty, which was | 


| thrown out from the fort to protect the island on 


which the fort was built. ‘That was outside of 


do not think general accusations should be made || the Cape Fear river. That jetty is claimed, as | ( 
against them. If there be any particular case I || the Senator from North Carolina has stated, to || system ought to be opposed, and it is supporte 


an em 


Another case was the discharge, by my || 


1 will answer the Senator if he | 
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have deflected the current, and caused shoal water, 





ry 
; ig 
for the improvement of the river. The engineer 


That con- 


| struction I believe to have been well done. | did 


not believe, and I do not believe now, what is 
asserted in the law, that the attrition of the point 
and the formation of the bar were at all attriby. 
table to the construction of the fort. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Ido not see that the facts with 
which I set out have been in the slightest degree 
altered by these interruptions. The people of 
North Carolina came here and said the Govern. 


| ment, by its works in Cape Fear river, below the 


portof Wilmington, had injured the river, and they 
asked the Government to remove them. That wag 


| my general] idea about it, and I knew it was made 


anexceptional case. | was speaking from memor 
in regard to it. It was so far exceptional, that Mr, 
Pierce, who vetoed all appropriations for the re. 
moval of natural obstructions as unconstitutional, 
for which L very highly commended him, approved 
that bill for the reason that it was stated in the 
law to be for repairing damages done by the Goy- 
ernment. 

Mr. DAVIS. That case and the Savannah river 
constitute two exceptions, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Savannah river was ex- 
cepted on another ground. It was on account of 
vessels sunk there by the defenders of Savannali, 
to prevent the coming up of the troops, The Cape 
Fear bill was put on the ground that it was to re- 
move damages done by the Government. I do 
not think there is any principle of patriotism 
which ought to call on any man, especially a to- 
pographical engineer, to serve the Government 
for $1,500 a year if he is worth $10,000. I donot 
think it is any want of patriotism to quit the ser- 
vice, or any patriotism to adhere to it, under such 
circumstances. [ consider that a man does either 
the one or the other according to his tastes, and 
according to the advantage to himself; and there 
are a thousand incidents of life which affect it, 
Nobody, I apprehend, with my opinions of these 
officers, would ever employ one of them to diga 
ditch, unless he knew him very well. Of course, 
particular individuals may be well educated and 
fit for the work; but to take them at hazard, be- 

_cause they came from West Point, would be no 
recommendation to me. I should want to know 
that this man had skill, and the other faculties 
necessary for such service. The simple fact that 
he belonged to the United States engineer corps 
would be no recommendation; for, as I have said, 
in my State our experience of them has been dis- 
astrous. 

When these interruptions occurred in regard to 
the engineer corps, I had nearly concluded what 
I had to say,and I should not have occupied five 
minutes longer if I had been permitted to proceed. 
I stated my own judgment of these officers from 
rather limited experience, I admit; but I referred 
to the authority of the Senator from Illinois, and 
I will correct the Senator from Mississippi in re- 
gard to that. The Senator from Illinois not only 
referred to the case alluded to by the Senator from 
| Mississippi, but he stated that he had been a quar- 
ter of a century in the West; he had voted for 
these improvements; he knew them; and his judg- 
ment upon all of them was what I have stated. [ 
recollect his remarks well. That was one of the 
cases he cited. 

Mr. DAVIS. I read his remarks, and he was 
so unfortunate, I thought, as to cite a case where 
the facts did not sustain him. Of course, all the 
cases which were outside of that, and which were 
generally stated, it was not in the power of any 
one to answer. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not attempt to answer 
them. I was citing his declaration as coming from 
a defender of this system. I leave the point to 
the Senator from Mississippi and the Senator from 
Illinois to settle between themselves. I state it as 
the argument of a Senator on this floor, and the 
record sustains me in it. 

I say then, this work ought not to be done by 
the Government, because it is worse done, and 
more expensively done, than by individuals. It 
ought not to be done, because it takes the money 
of all the people of the United States, and appro- 
priates it to local improvements. On all points, 
constitutionality, expediency, and justice, this 





185 


for the 
other 
bene fil 
Mr. 
discus 
stituth 
been I 
Georg 
this b 
which 
which 
that b 
tem, &@ 
appro 
Dove 
in the 
l quo 
of th 
this a 
efficie 
stroy 
inag 
be co 
this 1 
from 
impr 
serve 
that | 
does 
but, 1 
befor 
large 
true, 
time 
sum | 
surve 
from 
tume 
amo 
he sa 
“ FE 
comp 
ol the 
Now, 
work, 
neces 
servic 
quires 
in lab 
tutes 
unde! 
once 
ion a 
“| 
auion: 
to mi 
order 
struc 
s. I 
$138. 
putt 
the n 
state 
the s 
econ 
the | 
Tl 
and 
tion 
enti 
two 
well 
pose 
awa 
orde 
owr 
no | 
tire 
that 
by | 
for 
thir 
tha 
the: 
ann 
Co 
one 
} 
tio: 
is | 
or 





26, 


Vater, 
riv er; 


ering 
; 5 
ineer. 
t con. 
I did 
hat Ig 
point 
triby. 


8 with 
saree 
le of 
Vern. 
W the 
d they 
at was 
made 
‘mor 

ut Me 
he re. 
ional, 
roved 
in the 
 Gov- 


1 river 


AS eX. 
unt of 
mnah, 
Cape 
sto re ° 

Il do 
lotism 
y a to- 
nment 
do not 
ne sere 
r such 
either 
s, and 
there 
ect it, 
* these 
ydiga 
ourse, 
d and 
“d, be- 
be no 
know 
culties 
ct that 
corps 
2 said, 
en dis- 


ard to 

what 
ed five 
oceed, 
3 from 
ferred 
s, and 
in re- 
tt only 
r from 
| quar- 
ed for 
 judg- 
ited. I 
of the 


1e was 
where 
all the 
h were 
f any 


nswer 
¢ from 
pint to 
rfrom 
te it as 
nd the 


ne by 
e, and 
ls. It 
noney 
Appro- 
yoIntsS, 
», this 
ported 





1858. 


for the sole reason that particular localities desire | 
other people’s money to make improvements to | 


benefit themselves. 
‘ y 

Mr. CLAY. > na ; 
discussion of these incidental questions of con- 


stitutional law and political economy which have | 


been raised by the Senators from Mississippi and 
Georgia; but | wish before the vote is taken upon 
this bill to advertise the country of two facts 
which have not been much adverted to—one of 
which, in fact, has not been alluded to. One is 
that by the testimony of the advocates of the sys- 
tem, and the especial advocate of this particular 
appropriation, the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
DoveLas,] this work is an interminable one, and 
in the next place, that it is a wholly useless one. 
I quoted from memory the other day, the remarks 


of the Senator from Illinois, as to the fact that | 


this appropriation must be annual in order to be 


efficient; that the currents of the lake would de- | 


stroy annually the improvements that were made, 
ina greater or less degree, and hence they must 
be continued forever. I wish it understood that 
this is a Sisyphean labor; that we must continue 
from year to year to make appropriations for the 
improvement of this harbor if we intend to pre- 
serve it; and as to perfecting or completing it, 
that is alla delusion. The Senator from Illinois 


does not contend that it can ever be completed; 


but, if what he alleged when this proposition was 
before the Senate in a different form, proposing a 
larger appropriation, some two years since, be 
true, this appropriation is wholly useless. At that 
time we proposed to appropriate $50,000. The 
sum asked by the topographical engineers who 
surveyed the work, was $130,000. 


I do not propose to enter into the | 


The Senator | 
from Illinois moved to amend the bill at that | 
time by striking out $50,000, and inserting the 





amount estimated by the engineer, $138,516, and | 


he said: 

“From this estimate and report it appears that, for the 
completion of the Chicago harbor, according to the opinion 
of the engineer corps, $138,516 68 is the sum required. 
Now, When your engineers give an estimate for a specific 


work, it is very bad economy to appropriate half what is | 


necessary, for it will cost you twice as much to perform the | 
service in that way as by appropriating at Once what is re- | 


quired. You must expend the same amount in machinery, 


in labor, in superintendence, and in everything that consti- | 


tutes the extras of the work, under a small appropriation as 
under alarge one; and it is the cheapest to appropriate at 
once the sum that you require, or else make no appropria- 
tion at all.’ , ™ 3 = s ' 2 ’ 

“| can only say, that if it is proposed to make appropri- 
ations for the improvement of harbors, economy requires us 
to make appropriations to the extent that is necessary, in 


order to obtain the greatest amouat of benefit in the con- | 
* 


struction of the works.’? * ° . * 


“It seems that when the estimate came, it was for | 


$198.000 ; and the committee indorsed it. Thenshould you 
put the appropriation at $50,000, without any assurance that 


the money will not give out before the work is in such a | 
state of forwardness as to protect it against storms? When | 


the storms come, your $50,000 may be a total loss. True 
economy is to give whatever is necessary at once, and let 
the work be finished.” 


The testimony of the Senator, who resides there, 


and who speaks, I suppose, from ocular observa- | 


tion and experience, is, that unless you made the 


enure appropriation of $138,000,(the sum required | 
two years ago by the engineers,) you might as | 


well throw into the river the $80,000 now pro- 


posed to beexpended. Itissomuch money thrown | 
away; and he says you must appropriate all in | 
By bis | 


order to secure the work, or none at all. 
own testimony, it is better that we should make 


no appropriation unless we appropriate the en- | 


tire sum required by the engineers. Ido notdoubt 
that he is correct. I know that he is sustained 
by the testimony of the topographical engineers; 
for time and again they have said to me—and I 
think I can find even in some of their reports— 


that one reason why they havecome so often for | 





these appropriations, and why the sum has been | 


annually increasing from year to year, is that 
Congress will not appropriate all they require at 
one time. 

_Mr. POLK. I wish to ask the Senator a ques- 
tion: whether the amount that is named in the bill 
is less than the engineers state to be necessary, 
or whether it is the exact sum? P 

Mr. CLAY. I willstate to the Senator that the 
sum they asked to complete the improvement of 
the harbor two years ago was $138,000. Atthis 
ume, in reply to a letter addressed by me as chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce to the War 

epartment, asking what sums were necessary in 
order to preserve the works and to prevent their 
decay and destruction, they responded $80,000, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


and the bill proposes to give $80,000. 

I show, by the testimony of the Senator from IIli- 
hois and the testimony of the engineers them- 
selves, that it is an injudicious appropriation. 
They say it is useless to make the appropriation 
unless we give all they demand. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Alabama 
is under a misapprehension in regard to the state- 
ment of facts to which his remarks apply now, in 
the comparison between the present appropriation 
and the one proposed two years ago. That ap- 
propriation was for the extension of the pier 
further into the lake, as an addition to the harbor, 
and it was estimated that it would require so much 
money to extend and enlarge it. ‘The necessity 
for that extension arises from this fact; there is a 
current in Lake Michigan from the north to the 
south, sweeping along the shore, freighted with 
sands, and it gathers them on the shore, carrying 
them southward. Hence when you make a pier 
into the lake obstructing the current, the sandas 
it strikes the pier deposits and keeps forming 
land on the north side of the pier; and as the water 
deposits the sand there the current washes away 
on the south side. ‘That process has formed over 
one hundred acres of land on the north side of the 
Chicago pier by this regular accretion, and as that 
forms unutl it gets further and further into the lake, 
it will sweep around the point at the end of the 
pier, and then fill up the channel of the river. 
Then it is necessary to elongate that pier further; 
but after a while land begins to form at the end 
of the pier, and sand floats around and closes 
the harbor again. The process of the elonga- 
tion of the pier from time to time to avoid this 
accumulation has gone on from the beginning 
of the harbor, and in my opinion will have to 
go on inall time tocome. ‘That is my impres- 
sion. 

The appropriation proposed two years ago was 
to elongate the pier further into the lake. I said | 
it was useless to begin a pier unless you finished 
it; because, unless you closed it and made the 
abutment across the end and fastened it, the first 
storm that came would take itaway. For this 
reason you must go on and complete your pier, 
and make it firm as faras you go. It was on the 
bill for the elongation of the pier that [ made the 
remarks of which the gentleman from Alabama 
speaks. 

This year, as I understand, in consideration of 
the deficit in the Treasury and the necessity of 
resorting to loans, growing out of the extraor:h- 
nary embarrassment and pressure of the times, 
the Committee on Commerce have concluded to 
omit appropriations for the enlargement of har- 
bors, or for the construction of new works, and 
to confine the appropriations to the repairing of 
that which has been heretofore done and is going 
to decay, to preserve it from destruction. Hence 
the appropriation provided for in this bill applies 
entirely to a different object from the one pro- 
posed by the bill two years ago. ‘This is to ap- 
ply to the securing of the old pier. I will explain 
to the Senate that the old pier was made by cribs 
of wood filled with stone. These wooden cribs 
have decayed until they are falling to pieces, and 
the stones are tumbling away and washing into 
the channel, and this is only to replace them with 
sound timber, and to put back the stones that 
have washed away, and prevent others from 
washing off. It is, in other words, a reconstruc- 
tion of the wood work an] part of the stone 
work of the old pier, and not an elongation of it 
by making a new addition to it. The one is for 
repair and preservation, the other was for a con- 
tinuation of the harbor. Therefore, the remarks 
which I made two years ago on that proposition, 
although they seem to the Senator from Alabama 
to be applicable to the present biil, do not reach 
this question. 

While | am up, I will make a remark on an- 
other point. I stated,on Monday, that my opinion 
was, that, in consequence of the action of the 
water, this constant current, of which I have 
spoken, fromthe north freighted with sand, depos- 
iting it against the north side of the pier, would 
require the pier to be elongated, from time to time, 
forever. The Senator from Mississippi expresses 
the same idea, that it would require, from time to 
time, additions into the Jake. A very intelligent | 
citizen of Chicago, one of the oldest settlers there, | 
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point, and I feel it just to 
myself and to him to correct that error. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator.from Illi- 
nois allow me to appeal to him? There are twenty 
of these bills, and certainly each of us might pre- 
sent the merits of all our particular claims. They 
l think that those who will 
vote for this bill for the improvement of Chicago 
harbor, are prepared to vote for it, and Lam quite 
sure that not one more will vote for it if the Sen- 
ator shows it to be any more just, or right, or 
reasonable. I appeal to him, aiaie to let us 
take the question. In half an hour we shall be 
cut off from the consideration of the subject. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I regret that the Senator 
from New York deemed it to be his duty to tn- 
terrupt me, for the reason that I should have been 
through in half the time he has occupied, if he 
had not done so. I was simply making this cor- 
rection. The gentleman to whom I have alluded 
stated that the engineer there had discovered a 
mode by which he could prevent this accumula- 
tion, by a cross pier, for a short distance, in the 
form of a breakwater. If that be true, if Captain 
Webster, whom the Senator from Mississippi 


| knows, and Colonel Graham, have made adiscov- 


ery by which that process of constant accretion 
will stop, then my remark, that it will require a 
continual appropriation for all time to come, was 
erroneous. 

Mr. DAVIS. You do not understand the pro- 
cess. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Lunderstand itis by making 
a breakwater in a semicircular form just off the 
end of the pier, which will shoot the water through 
without filling up the channel or depositing the 
sand there. That isthe explanation made to me. 


| If that be so, they have remedied a greatevil which 


I was fearful never would be remedied; and | make 
this correction, so far as it is a correction, in jus- 
tice to the subject, in order that | may not mis- 


| lead the Senate. 


Mr. CLAY. Ifthe Senator from Illinois was 
right in August, 1856, he is certainly wrong now. 


| He then maintained that we must appropriate 
| $138,000 to complete the harbor, for that was the 
| language of the bill, and that less than that sum 


would be useless. I do not think he has shown 
any reason to justify his change of opinion to- 
day. I ask forthe yeas and nays on the passage 
of this bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DIXON. I have paired off with the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, Mr. Fitzparrick. 

Mr. PUGH. ‘The Senator from Florida, Mr. 


| YuLee, was called out for a short time, and I 


agreed to pair off with him. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 26, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Broderick, 


| Chandler, Coilamer, Crittenden, Doolittle, Douglas, Dur- 
| kee, Fessenden, Foot, Poster, Hamlin, Harlan, Jones, Ken- 
| nedy, King, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart, Thomson 





| of New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—26, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingman, Davis, 
Hammond, Houston, Hunter, lverson, Johnson of Tennes 
see, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Reid, Slidell, Toombs, and 
Wright—17. : 


So the bill was passed. 


HARBOR OF MILWAUKEE. 
Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Senate pro- 


| ceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 342) 


making appropriations for the preservation and 


| repair of the piers at the mouth of Milwaukee 


river, Wisconsin. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commiut- 
tee of the Whole. [t appropriates $28,430 for the 
purpose indicated in tis title, 

Mr. POLK. I should like some Senator who 
knows what the work is to which this expenditure 
is to be applied, to explain it; for I certainly, from 
the reports that have been laid before the Senate, 
labored under a mistake in regard to Chicago har- 
bor. I want to know whether it is to secure a 
work that has been in process of construction on 
appropriations heretofore made, or whether is it 
to build up decays that have taken place in a work 
that was made years ago. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
Missouri will excuse me if 1 state to him gener- 
ally that every one of these bills is based upon 
estimates necessary for the preservation of exist- 


called on me yesterday, and stated that he had || ing works; not for enlarging, or continuing, oF 


5 


heard my remarks, and he thought I had fallen \| renewing any of them; but in this particular case, 
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if he will return to the report from the topograph- 
ical department, on page 68 he will find this state- 
ment: 


* In order to the timely operations necessary to save this 
harbor, | would recommend the granting of the above 
amount in one appropriauon.”’ 


Mr. CLAY. I hold the estimates in my hand. 
There was no report made, but here are the ** esti- 
mates of the funds deemed absolutely necessary 
to preserve existing works for the improvement of 
harbors and rivers under the charge of the bureau 
of topographical engineers;’’ and in respect to 
this it simply says: 

“« For the preservation and repair of the piers at the mouth 
of Milwaukee river, Wisconsin, $28,630.” 


Mr. POLK. Can the Senator inform me when 


- — ee 


these piers were made, whether they are piers in | 


process of construction, or whether they have been 
finished some time and now need repairs? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I can inform the Senator, hav- 
ing looked through a number of these cases in 
committee, that these words *‘ preservation and 
repair’? are merely delusive. ‘They are a mere 
pretext. 
uing the works. I think if you will look at the 
record, you will find that there were some sixty 
appropriation bills of this class passed at the last 
Congress by the Senate; and at least nineteen out 
of twenty were for continuing harbors; and, as 


Until this year we had bills for contin- | 


was said about Chicago, the appropriations are to | 


continue forever. 
your engineers will report that something is ne- 
cessary to be done. If you send a carpenter or 
an engineer to look out for something to be done, 
he will find something todo. I recollect that one 
of the Senators from California stated that they 
wanted asurvey on the Pacific coast, because there 
were works very necessary to their commerce; 
but, inasmuch as you had not done anything there 
heretofore, you will not do anything now. But, 
as to its being necessary to keep the storms from 
destroying what has been done, in my judgment 
there is not such a case in the whole batch. 

Mr. POLK. 1 will ask the Senator from Geor- 
gia if this is a case in which, with appropriations 
heretofore made, the Government of the United 


States has progressed and expended large amounts, | 
leaving the work uncompleted, and there is re- | 


quired another appropriation of a small amount 


for the purpose of perfecting that work thus im- | 


perfectly carried forward, not finished, going to 
decay? I understand it is not such a case. 
Mr. TOOMBS. In my opinion, there is no such 


case; but they are all put upon that ground, every | 
one of them. For instance, take the St Clair flats. | 


They goon and say, that with a few more dredge 
boats, and by a little more dredging and clearing 
out the mud of the river, it will stick this time; the 
same wave that put the mud there will stop put- 
ting the mud there again; and hence, you must 
preserve what has been done by going on and 
dredging some more! Look at the report of the 
engineer, and you will find that is the case he 
makes. 
out a certain depth and a certain width on the St. 
Clair flats, you are to go on and take out some 
more mud. ‘The appropriation is for some more 
dredging-boats for excavating more earth; and, 
if they can do more of it, then they say that will 
preserve what they have —— one? 
Mr. BIGLER. | desire to subr 
two in explanation of the vote I cast a few min- 


utes since, and of the votes I may give on this | 
general subject. As a member of the Committee on | 


Commerce, | felt disposed to favor such appropri- 
ations as were absolutely necessary to preserve a 
work which had been constructed, and which, in 
the opinion of the Department, might lead rapidly 
to decay without repairing such parts as might be 
injured by the action of the water or other causes. 
But, sir, | have no inclination to vote for a new 
work of this kind, or for the extension of a work 
which has been begun, in the present condition 
of our finances. I voted for the repairs of the 
piers at Chicago, because I believed it to be among 
the class of improvements which we ought to pro- 
tect. I said in committee, and I say now, that I 
do not know that improvements like the St. Clair 
flats or the Red river, where the process is dredg- 
ing, and dredging constantly, yearly and intermin- 
ably, ought to be ranked with those of superstruct- 
ures, such as piers and works which have adistinct 
existence. Now, sir, I did not vote to report the 
bill for the improvement of the Red river, on this 


|| report of 1855. 





| 


ground; it is not a repair, but it is an improve- | 
ment which has to be constant; it may be ranked 
as an enlargement or extension of a work. I in- 
tend to vote for some of these bills, but not for all; 
and I desired to say thus much in explanation of | 
my votes. } 
Mr. CLAY. In corroboration of what was said 
by the Senator from Georgia as to the deceptive 
character of this bill, [ wish to call attention to 
what was said on the subject of this harbor im- | 
provement in 1856. At that time the Senator from 
Wisconsin, General Dodge, offered a bill to ap- 
propriate $17,500 for the continuation of the im- 
provement of the harbor of Milwaukee. The 
Committee on Commerce at that day reported the 


| bill with an amendment. They struck out $17,500 


As to the necessity, of course || 


and inserted $35,329, and struck out the word 
‘**continuing”’ and inserted ‘*completing.’’? At 
that day, according to the report of the topograph- 
ical engineers, only $35,000 was requisite for the 
completion of the harbor; that was all they want- 
ed; they would make a finished work of it with 
that amount. Now, they come here and ask for 
$28,000 for repairs to preserve the existing works 


| 
| 
| 
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|in the town, the authorities of which 
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— That was the mode proposed by the 
nited States engineer for the improvement of 
the harbor. 


But there was some dissatisfaction 


I desired 
to cut across the peninsula and carry the line 


shorter into the lake and along the border of the 
land, or they wished to erecta building. I thought 


at the time it was very bad engineering, but jt 
| was not military engineering, I will say to m 


from decay. I think that demonstration will itself | 


suffice to prove the truth of the assertion of the 
Senator from Georgia, that this is all a delusion; 
and that if we appropriate this money to preserve 
the harbor, they will come here hereafter, and, per- 
haps, ask as much more to complete it—it may be 
the $35,000 that were asked two years ago. 

The bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS. i have waited to hear some one 
state the facts particularly connected with this 
ease. My memory is not distinct about it; yet 
| have an impression, to which I referred the 
other day, that when the appropriation ran low, 
a few yexrs ago, and it was found to be impossi- 
ble to complete the work for the balance of the | 
appropriation, that balance, together with some 
material and machinery, was turned over to the 
town to complete the work ona plan of their own, 


| by means to be raised by themselves. There were 


so many cases, some of which were.exactly of 
that character, that I may be mistaken. I threw 
out the suggestion the other day, in order that 
some one specially acquainted with the subject 
might make a statement. I should be glad now 
to know that fact; for 1 think it bears on the case. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If the honorable Senator 


| from Mississippi will give way, I will not detain | 
'the Senate to make any thorough statement of 


facts, but I will read from the report of Colonel 
Graham to show that this $28,000 is not for the 
ae of making any addition to the harbor, 

ut for the purpose of repairs. Perhaps the Sen- 


| ator may not be aware of the fact that at Milwau- 


kee there are now two outlets from the river into 

the lake. 
Mr. POLK. What page does the Senator read 

from. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Page 67. Colonel Graham 


| SUys: 


When you have gone on and dredged || 


* The importance of keeping open the entrance to Mil- | 
waukee river at its natural mouth, and of keeping the piers 
created there in good order, is fully explained in my annual 
Entertaining the same opinions now which 
were expressed in that report upon this subject, I beg leave 
to refer you to it, and to the illustrative map submitted with 


| it, marked * G. No. 16.’ 


| bar across it. 
| sary, in addition to the repair of the piers, in order to save 


| [submitted an estimate of funds then required for these pur- 


| " . 
| a condition requiring a much larger sum to repair them. 


| the repairs. 


} 


i 
j 





: | so important as a port of retuge and anchorage to the com- 
mit a remark or || 


* The piers forming the harbor at the mouth of this river, | 


merce of the lakes generally, are in a state of dreadful di- | 
lapidation. If appropriations be not soon granted for their | 
repair, they must go to entire destruction ; and, in that case, 
the mouth of the river—that is to say, its natural outlet— | 
will become stopped up by the formation of a permanent 
Already a large amount of dredging is neces- 


the harbor at this point. In my report of last year, (No. 161.) | 


poses, amounting to $23,784 26. No appropriation was, 
however, granted for this work ; and now the piers are in 


* For these repairs I herewith subinit an estimate, marked | 


| § B 3,’ amounting to the sum of $28,630 41.” 


This $28,000 I understand to be the sum which 
is reported by the Committee on Commerce for 
There is also, in Colonel Graham’s | 
report, a statement made in relation to the other | 
part of the harbor, and an estimate as to what 
will be necessary to complete the harbor. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator does not exactly | 
meet the inquiry which I presented. I recollect 
something of the form of the harbor. The Mil-_ 
waukee creek running down inside of a little pen- | 
insula, enters the lake ata very acute angle to the | 
current which the winds prevailing on the lake 


friend from Georgia. It was a proposition to brine 
the current of the creek against the current of the 


| lake at about right angles. That a deposit would 


be the consequence of the conflict of currents, | 
could not doubt. The only way to bear the seq. 
iment far into the lake was to bring them in con. 
tact at such an acute angle as scarcely to destro 
the velocity of either; but impinging at an angle 
of ninety degrees, the current of the creek would 
be destroyed when it struck the lake. 

The amount remaining of the appropriation 
was very small. As an economical and political 
question, | was very much opposed to the Goy. 
ernment prosecuting these works; and that fact 
was known generally. It was plain that the bal. 
ance remaining could not complete the work; and 
my recollection is that [ assented toa proposition, 
and I wished to know whether that proposition 
went into effect, to turn over the unexpended bal- 
ance to the city authorities, with whatever mate. 
rialand machinery the Government had, in order 
that they might make the short cut which the city 
authorities proposed, with money to be raised 
by themselves. If that is the fact, then I think 
the Government is clear of the work; and if clear 
of it, I have no disposition to renew the connec- 
tion by repairing the old piers at the mouth of 
Milwaukee creek. 

Mr.CLAY. When this question was suggested 
the other day by the Senator from Mississippi, | 
was not able to answer it. I have since investi- 
gated it; but I have not been able to ascertain the 
facts which he suggests. I think they do exist 
as to the appropriation for Sheboygan, as] will re- 


| mark to the Senate when that case is reached; but 


I think it certainly worthy of further inquiry; and 
I hope this bill will be postponed, in order that | 
may examine thoroughly, and see if the facts sug- 
= by the Senator be correct. With that view 
move to postpone the bill for the present. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope not. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. On the 
question, ** Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. POLK. I wish to ask the Senator from 
Wisconsin if he is able to respond to the inquiry 
put by the Senator from Mississippi? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 believe you will find on 
pages 63, 64, and 65, of the report of Colonel 


| Graham, the facts in relation to what was done 





by the city and what was done by the Govern- 
ment in the construction of that pier. I do not 
desire to take up the time of the Senate by read- 
ing it; but satisfactory information will be found 
there. 

Mr. DURKEE. I would remark, for the in- 
formation of the Senator from Missouri, that I 
think there has been no such arrangement made, 
as was suggested by the Senator from Mississipp, 
in regard to Milwaukee harbor. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bigler, Broderick, Chandler, Col- 


|| lamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, 


Foot, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, Kennedy, King, Sebasuan, 


|| Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, 
| Thomson of New Jersey, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— 
26 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingman, Davis, 
Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Hammond, Hayne, Houston, Uunter, 


| Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Polk, Reid, Rice, Slide!}, 


and Toombs—18. 
So the bill was passed. 
HARBOR OF SHEBOYGAN. 


Mr. SEWARD. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill (8. No. 343) 
making appropriations for repairing the picrs a 
the harbor of Sheboygan, Wisconsin. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. It wants but two minutes ©! 
the time for the special order. We cannot se! 
through that bill before the time comes. Let 
come up to-morrow.in the two morning hours. 

Mr. SEWARD. If there will be no objection 
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rield. 

ra PUGH. I move an amendment. I see no 
yse in dividing this into twenty doses. Let us 
have itallatonce. I offer an amendment to in- 
clude all these works. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator can move his 
amendment to-morrow. I move to take up the | 
Joan bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. We are so far in this busi- 
ness, that I prefer we should go through with 
these bills. For the purpose of ascertaining the 
sense of the Senate, | ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. HUNTER. The hour has come for the 
consideration of the loan bill, and it will be neces- 
sarv for the Senator to move a postponement of it, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is within a min- 
ute of the time. ‘The Chair may as well call it 
up, and the Senator may make his motion to post- 
one it. The Chair cails up the special order— 
the loan bill. | 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to postpone the con- | 
sideration of that bill with a view of taking up the 
river and harbor bills. 1 ask for the yeas and 
nays on the motion. : | 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 30); as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Douglas, Durkee, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, 
Seward, Simmons, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— | 
8 | 
NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Clay, | 
Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, | 
Fitzpatrick, Hammond, tiayne, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, Kennedy, Mason, Polk, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompson 0° Kentucky, Thomson | 
of New Jersey, Toombs, and Wright—v0. 





to taking up the bill to-morrow morning, I shall | 


THE CO 





Mr. HAMLIN. 
Hate going down to dinner, arm in arm; and 
they said they had paired off together. Mr. Poik 
should not pair off with two Senators. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was a temporary pair. 
I should vote against the bill, but the Senator 
from Missouri, Mr. Pox, had occasion to leave 
the Senate, and I wasnot aware that he had paired 
off since. 

Mr. HAMLIN. They both asked me to say 
that they had paired off. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall not vote under the 


circumstances. 

Mr. HUNTER. I was requested by the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, Mr. Bensamrn, to say that 
he had paired off with the Senator from Wiscon- 


| sin, Mr. Doouittie. 


; 
So the motion was not agreed to. | 
| 


FIFTEEN MILLION LOAN, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 396) to authorize a loan not exceed- 
ing the sum of $15,000,000; the pending question 
being on the amendment of Mr. Simmons to pro- 
vide for the home valuation of all foreign imports. | 


Mr. BELL addressed the Senate three hours || 


and a half on the varied topics involved in the | 
pending measure. 

[This speech will be published in the Appen- 
dix. 

Mr. SEWARD. [ask forthe yeas and nays on 


the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island. | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DURKEE. I wish to state that I have 
paired off with the Senator from Louisiana, Mr. 
SLIDELL. 

Mr. STUART. I beg leave to state that I have | 
paired off on this 
Connecticut, Mr. Dixon. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 


| 

I should have voted for the amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- | 
sulted—yeas 17, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Crit- | 
tenden, Fessenden, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, | 
Simmons, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jer- | 
sey, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingman, 
Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Hammond, Hayne, | 
Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson 
of Tennessee, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, and Shields—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HUNTER. An amendment is necessary 
since the loan has been made to consist of coupon 


bonds alone, and that is to strike out the provis- || 
ion which allows the issue of $100 certificates. I || 


should like to hear that clause read, and I wish 
to offer an amendment to raise it to $1,000. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


** Provided, That no certificate shall be issued for a less 
sum than one $100.”° 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to strike out ‘* $100” 
and insert ** $1,000.’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 
Mr. WILSON. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the final passage of the bill. 
The se and nays were ordered. 
The ecretary proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. STUART. I have paired off with the Sena- 
ter froma Connecticut, Mr. Dixon, on this question. | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I have paired off with the | 
Senator from Missouri, Mr. b 
ehould vote against the bill. 





e . , it 
— with the Senator from 


I have paired off with the || 
Senator from Missouri, Mr. Green; otherwise || J 


| 
| 
| 


The result was then announced—yeas 28, nays 
14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bigler, Bright, Brown, Clay,Cling- 
man, Davis, Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Hammond, Hayne, 
liouston, Hunter, Iverson, Jolinson of Arkansas, Jones, 
Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Shields, 
‘Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Wright, 
and Yulee—28, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Crittenden, 


Fessenden, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson of Tennes- 
| see, King, Pugh, Seward, Wade, and Wilson—14. 


So the bill was passed. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Aten, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had agreed to some and 
disagreed to other amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. No. 201) making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial ex- 
penses of Government for the year ending the 
30th June, 1859, and had agreed to other amend- 

| ments of the Senate to the bill with amendments, 
in which the coucurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that the bill and 

|! amendments be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. 1 give notice that to-morrow 
at one o’clock, I shall move to take up the civil 
appropriation bill. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


I desire to offer an amend- 


|; ment which I am authorized to report from the 
| . . . . . 
|| Committee on the District of Columbia, which [ 


shall offer to the bill that the Senator from Vir- 


|| ginia gives notice he will call up to-morrow morn- 


ing—the miscellaneous appropriation bill. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. ALLEN. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 
Mr. JONES. 
has moved an executive session, and I hope the 
Senate will go into executive session. 

Mr. ALLEN. [ insist on my motion. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


| adjourned. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| 
| 


| course of the present session. 
| printed, so that the House may understand ex- | 


| for the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, May 26, 1858. 

The House met ateleven o’clock, a. m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAK/:R stated the first business in 
order to be on the report of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union in relation to the 
Senate amendments to the bill of the House (No. 
201) making appropriations of the legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial expenses of the Government 
+ ear ending June 30, 1859. 

r. 


The Senator from Pennsylvania | 


Se eae 


I met Mr. Pork and Mr. 
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Herndon. I am willing that this bid should come 
in now, if mine can come in in the same way. 
Otherwise I object. 

Mr. COBB. I did not object to the gentleman’s 
bill. If he wants to object to the proposition I 
have made, let him do it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I believe the gentleman did 
not object to my bill, and I will waive my objec- 
tion now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Where is that bill? 

Mr. COBB. Here it is. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, then, make 
your report, and let it go to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and be 
printed. 

Mr. COBB. I propose to report it, and have it 
recommitted to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let it go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. COBB. 
let him object. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do object to that 


If the gentleman wants to object, 


| way of doing business. 


Mr. ENGLISH. I wish to inquire what isthe 
regular order of business, and whether it will be 
in order to call the committees for reports. 

The SPEAKER, The regular order of busi- 
ness is the report of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, in the amendments of 
the Senate to the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill, upon which the main ques- 
tion has been ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. After the previous question 
was seconded, the House, by unanimous consent, 
went into Committee of the Whole. I hope now, 
by unanimous consent, we may spend an hour in 
calling committees for reports. I think it will 
facilitate business. 7 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire of 
the Chair if the morning hour will not commence 
after we have disposed of these bills upon which 
the main question has been ordered ? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I wish to inquire ifthere is 


|| any business that will interfere with the call of 


OBB. I wish to call the attention of the 
|| House to the fact that I have a very important | 


bill ready to report from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, if I get an opportunity to report it in the 


I wish to have it | 


_actly what itis. [ask the unanimous consent of | 


| the House to have the bill printed. 

| Mr. LEITER. What is the bill? 

| Mr. COBB. It is a bill changing the preémp- 
| tion laws, and so regulating them that everybody 
| will be able to understand them. 


| Mr. SEWARD. 


I made an appeal to the | 
oLK; otherwise I || House the other day to allow me to report a bill 


{| giving a pension to the widow of Lieutenant | 


|| SINGLETON were 8 aggre 


committee for reports ? 
Mr. GROW. I think it is of importance that 
we should get through with the appropriation 


bills, and I object to the proposition of the gen- 
| tleman from Georgia. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I would inquire if thia 


| day has not been set apart for the report of the 


committee on the Fort Snelling investigation? 

The SPEAKER. The report of the Fort Snell- 
ing committee was postponed until to-day. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Then I object to every- 
thing not in order. 

Mr. MORRILL. The report does not come 
up until after the morning hour—does it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will look into 
that. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The House is 
rather thin this morning, and | would suggest 


=o? s 
that, by unanimous consent, the committees be 


| called for reports which shall give rise to no dis- 





cussion, for reference only. 

Mr. COBB. I object to that; and call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not wish to lose m 
temper this morning, and I give notice that | shall 


| object to everything except the appropriation bills. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the Senate amendments to the legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial appropriation bill. 

First amendment of the Senate: 


Insert, atter the item for paying the compensation of 
mileage of Senators: 

And a sufficient sum, in addition thereto, to pay the mile- 
age of the newly elected members of the Senate in attend- 
ance at the called executive session, commencing on the 
4th day of March, 1857; but nothing herein contained shall 
be so construed as to allow constructive mileage. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 


Mr. LETCHER called for the yeas and nays 


on concurring. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES demanded tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dean and 


The House divided; and the tellers reported ' 
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forty-one in the affirmative—more than one fifth 
the number present. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 25, nays 153; as follows: 

¥Y EAS—Measrs. Bowie, Brayton, Chaffee, John B. Clark, 
Comins, Cragin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, 
Dawes, Durfee, Gooch, Hawkins, Horton, Kellogg, Love 
joy, John 38. Phelps, Potter, Quitman, Ritchie, Spinner, 
James A. Stewart, Thayer, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, and Ellihu B. Washburne—25. 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahi, Anderson, An- 
drews, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Bishop, Bliss, Bonham, Branch, Bryan, Buffinton, 
Burcett, Burroughs, Case, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chapman, 
Ezra Clark, Clawaon, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, Clark B. Coch- 
rane, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Corning, Covode, 
Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, Davidson, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dean, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Fenton, 
Fiorence, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilman, 
Goode, Goodwin, Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, 
Grow, Harlan, Haskin, Hatch, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, 


_ a ones 





Eighth amendment: 


To pay tothe reporters of the Senate the usual extra | 


compeusation, for the third session of the Thirty-Fourth 
Congress, $300 each, $3,200. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union recommend a 
concurrence in that amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
on it, 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I suggest that, as || 
the eighth, ninth, and tenth amendments are on | 


| the same subject, the vote be taken on them to- 


Jloward, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George |} 


W. sones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Lei- 
ter, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Humphrey 
Murehall, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, Miles, Millson, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, Oliver A. Morse, 
Mott, Murray, Niblack, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, Pettit, 
Peyton, William W. Phelps, Phillips, Pottle, Powell. Pur- 
vianece, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Royce, 
Ruffin, Russell, Savage, Scales, Scott, Seward, Aaron 
Shaw, John Sherman, Shorter, Singleton, Samuel A. Sinith, 
William Smith, Stanton, Stevenson, William Stewart, 
‘Talbot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Tompkins, Trippe, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Wade, Walton, Watkins, 
White, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, Join V. Wright, and 
Zollicofler—153, 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. EDIE stated that he was absent from the 
House on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday last 
on account of ill health, and had paired off for 
those days with his colleague, Mr. Leipy. 

Second amendment: 

tn line twenty-six, under the head of “ contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate,” strike out * one at $1,080 and one at 
$750,” and insert “at 31,080 each,’ so as to make the 
Clause read: 

‘Two messengers at $1,080 each. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

At the end of same paragraph strike out the gross amount 
of * $78,584,”? and insert * 79 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


fourth amendment: 

Add at the end of line fifty-three as follows: 

For the additional compensation allowed by the resolu 
tion of the Senate of the Lith of May, 1858, to a messenger 
in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, for the fiscal 
year ending the 30ch of June, 1853, $339. 

Tr . r } 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


SeoYli 


Fifth amendment: 
For stationery for the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 


1858, $5,000 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union recommend a non-con- 
currence in this amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Sixth amendment: 


For miscellaneous items for fiscal year ending 30th of || 
June, 1858, $3,000. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union recommend a non-con- || 
currence in this amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Seventh amendment: 


From the following paragraph strike out the word “sev- 
enty,”’ and in lieu thereof insert * sixty :”’ 

“bor binding twenty-four copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix for each member and delegate of the 


| 


| 
| 


gether. 
Mr. MASON. Iobject. I understand that one 


of these amendments is for the third session, | 


which lasted only a few days. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
gentleman. 
sion. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
The House divided on ordering the yeas and 
nays; and there were—ayes 21, noes 113; one 
fifth not voting in the affirmative. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I demand tellers on the yeas | 


and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 84, 
noes 68. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Ninth amendment: 

To pay to the reporters of the Senate the usual extra com. 
pensation for the first session of the Thirty-Filth Congress, 
$800 each, $3,200. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union recommend a concur- 
rence in the amendment. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the yeas and nays. | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 68; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, An- 


drews, Arnold, Binghain, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, Bonham, | 
+ Bowie, Branch, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burns, 


Burroughs, Case, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Chapman, John B. 
Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clemens, Clark B. Cochrane, John 


| Cochrane, Comins, Corning, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Curtis, 


Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 
of lowa, Dawes, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, Flor- 
ence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, 
Greenwood, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Hawkins, Horton, 


Howard, Kellogg, Kelly, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kun- || 


kel, Landy, Lovejoy, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Hum- 
plhrey Marshall, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy 


| Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, |} 
Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Peyton, John S. Phelps, || 
William W. Phelps, Philips, Pike, Potter, Purviance, Quit- || 


man, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Scott, Searing, John 


Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Robert Smith, Samuel A. 
| Smith, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, ‘Tappan, Miles | 
Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Vallandigham, Wade, Wal- | 
bridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Wash- | 


burne, Israel Washburn, White, Wilson, and Augustus R. 
Wright—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bur- 
nett, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Cobb, Cockerill, James Craig, 
Crawtord, Curry, Davis of Mississippi, Dean, Dimmick, 


Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Foley. Garnett, Gartrell, | 


Goode, Gregg, Harlan, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, 
Jackson, Jewett, George W. Jones. J. Giancy Jones, Law- 


, rence, Leiter, Letcher, Samuel 8S. Marshatl, Mason, May- 


nard, Miles, Millson, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, San- 
didge, Seales, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Sin 
gieton, Stephens, Talbott, George Taylor, Tompkins, 
Trippe, Underwood, Waldron, Watkins, Woodson, Wor- 


| tendyke, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—68. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 
* To pay the reporters of the Senate the usual extra com- 


pensation, for the second session of the Thirty-Fifth Con- | 


gress, $800 each, $3,200.” 


The SPEAKER. The Committee ofthe Whole 


on the state of the Union recommend a concur- |! 
| rence in this amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in 
Eleventh amendment: 
Strike out from the clause ‘“ For the compensation of 


|| the draughtsman and clerks employed upon the land maps, 
|| clerks to committees, and temporary clerks in the office of 


the Clerk of the House of Representatives, $17,800,” the 


second session of the Thirty-Fiftth Congress, $8,097 JO: || words “draughtsman and clerks employed upon the land 


Provided, That no greater price shall be paid for the same 
than seventy cents for each volume or part actually bound || 
and delivered.’ 1 


maps.”’ 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 


Tm. APPAR : ‘ | ate > Uni , non-con- 
Che SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole || °" the state of the Union recommend a n n 


3 | 
on the state of the Union recommend a non-con- || 


currence in that amendment. | 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. [hope that this 

amendment of the Senate will be concurred in. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 106, 

noes 38. l} 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


currence in the amendment. 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays 
upon concurring in the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the negative—yeas 80, nays 104; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Bliss, 


‘\ Becock, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Bur- 





ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I will correct the | 
The third session was the last ses- | 


: 
| roughs, Caskie, Clemens, Cobb, Cockerill, Corning, James 
Craig, Crawford, Curry, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Mjs- 
sissippi, Dodd, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Farnswort) 
Faulkner, Foley, Gartrell, Greenwood, Gregg, Harlan, Hi) 
Houston, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Ja. 
cob M. Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, Huy. 
par Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Miller, Millson, Moore 
organ, Morrill, Pendleton, Peyton, Phillips, Pottle, Povww- 
ell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, Scales, Scor 
Henry M. Shaw, Singleton,William Smith, Stephens, Taj’ 
bot, Miles Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vallandigham 
Wade, Watkins, Winslow, Woodson, Augustus R. Wrig):’ 
| John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer— 80. ii 
NAYS—Messrs. Ahi, Andrews, Arnold, Barksdale, Ben. 
nett, Bingham, Bishop, Blair, Bowie, Brayton, Buffinton 
Burlingame, Burns, Case, Chaffee, Chapman, Ezra Clark 
| John B. Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, John Coc}. 
rane, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Curtis, Davidson, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts. Davis of Lowa, 
|| Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dimmick, Durfee, Florence, Foster, 
Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch,Goode, Grow, Lawrence \, 
Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Uateh, Haw. 
kins, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, J. Glaney 
Jones, Owen Jones, Kellogg, Kelly, Kelsey, Kilgore. 
Knapp, Lovejoy, Matteson, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman {1 
Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Niblack. Nichols, 
Palmer, Parker, Pettit, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps. 
Pike, Potter, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Russe||, 
Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Judson W. Sherman, Shor- 
ter, Sickles, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, 
Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, 
Tompkins, Watbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader (. 
|| Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, White, Wilson, and 
|| Wortendyke—104. 
|| So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


{Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
|| rolled Bills, here reported that they had examined 
'and found truly enrolled a bill (H. R. No. 231) 
for the relief of Nancy Serena; which was there- 
upon signed by the Speaker. } 

Mr. SICKLES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the eleventh amendment of the Senate was 
non-concurred in; and also moved to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Twelfth amendment: 

From the same clause, strike out the word *‘ seventeen” 
and insert * eight.” 

The amendment was non-concured in. 


Mr. SICKLES moved to reconsider the last 
vote; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Thirteenth amendment: 

Insert the following: 

For procuring manure, tools, fuel, repairs, purchasing 


| trees and shrubs for botanic garden, to be expended under 
the direction of the Library Committee of Congress, $2,300 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union recommend a concur- 
rence in theamendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

Insert the following: 

For pay of horticulturist and assistants in the botanic gar- 


den and zgreen-houses, to be expended under the direction 
of the Library Committee of Congress, $5,121 50. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of theUnion recommend aconcurrence. 
| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I desire to 
/ ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means whether these salaries are provided for by 
| law? 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The salaries grow 
incidentally out of the law. , 
| Mr.PETTIT. With the consent of the House, I 
will say to the gentleman from Kentucky that the 
compensation of these officers is fixed, under the 
authority of law, by the Joint Committee on the 
Library; and the appropriation is made accord- 


ingly 

|| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I demand 
|| the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


’ 


| The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

Insert the following: 


For reglazing and repairing damages to the green-houses 
by the hail storm of June, 1857, $1,044 16. 


| TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
|| on the state ofthe Union recommend aconcurrence. 
'| The amendment was concurred in. 
! Sixteenth amendment: 

| 


Insert the following : 

To enable the Secretary of State to carry into effect the 
|, act entitled “ An act for the admission of Kansas into the 
|| Union,’? $10,000. 

1 The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whvle 
|| on the state ofthe Union recommenda concurrence. 
| The amendment was concurred in. 


| 
i} 
| 
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1858. 


Seventeenth amendment: 

Insert the following : ss. 

And the authority conferred upon the principal clerk of 

yblic lands, of acting Commissioner ad interim, in the ab- 
r nee, &c., of the Commissioner, by the second section of 
the act reorganizing the General Land Office, approved 4th 
July, 1836, shall be, and the same hereby is, transferred to 
the chief clerk of said General Land Office. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of theUnion recommend a concurrence 

The amendment was concurred in, 

Eighteenth amendment: 


Insert the following: 
For the preservation of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, $4,000, 


| ne , Pe ee 1} 
| on the state of the Union recommended a eoncur- || 
rence in the amendment, and the House has al- | 


| 


i} 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union recommendaconcurrence, 
The amendment was concurred in, 
Nineteenth amendment: 
Insert the following: 


Vor the transfer to, and new arrangement of those collec- 
tious in, the Smithsonian Institution, $1,000. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 


on the state ofthe Union recommend aconcurrence. | 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment: 
Insert the following: 


To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay the super- | 
intendent of the building occupied by the Secretary and his | 
Department, from the Ist day of January, 1855, to the 20th | 
day of June, 1858, the allowance to be made to such super- | 


intendent, with his salary as clerk, not to exceed $2,000 per 
annum, the sum of $700. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 


on the state ofthe Union recommend aconcurrence. | 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Twenty-first amendment: 
Insert the following: 


For clerk hire, office rent, fuel, and lights at the several | 


district land offices of the land States and Territories, to 
be apportioned in such manner as, in the judgment of the 


Secretary of the Interior, the public interest may require, | 


Qe) ( 
$60,000. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union recommend a non-con- | 


currence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
‘Twenty-second amendment: 
Strike out the following: 
For cempensation of the surveyor general of Utah, and 
the clerks in his office, $6,000. 
For rent of the surveyor general’s office in Utah, fuel, 


books, stationery, furniture, and other incidental expenses, 


$) 500. 
vw 
The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union recommend aconcurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Twenty-third amendment: 
Insert the following : 
And the compensation of superintendent may be allowed 
to the clerk who has performed, or may hereafter per- 
form, the duties of that officer; the allowance to be made 


to such superinteadent, with his salary as clerk, not to ex- 
ceed $2,000. 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee ofthe Whole 
on the state of the Union recommend a coneur- 


rence in the amendment, with an amendment as | 


follows: after the word ‘‘who,’’ in the second 


line of said amendment, strike out the words | 


‘* has performed, or.”’ 
The amendment to the amendment was con- 
curred in. 


The amendment of the Senate, asamended, was | 


then concurred in. 


Twenty-fourth amendment: 
Insert the following: 
For defraying the expenses incurred in taking the cen- 


sus of the Territory of Minnesota, under the act approved | 
26th February, 1857, $20,000; Provided, The compensation |} 
to the officers taking the same shall not exceed that allowed || 
by the acts of 23d May, 1850, and 39th August, 1850, tothose | 


who took the census in California, Oregon, Utah, and New 
Mexico. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee ofthe Whole 


onthe state of the Union recommend aconcurrence. | 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 
Insert the following : 
For services of special counsel, and other extraordinary 


expenses, in defending the title of the United States to pub- || 


lic property in California, $40,000. 
I'he amendment was concurred in. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the next amend- | 


ment, 
_ Mr. MORGAN. What became of the twenty- 
fifih amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It was concurred in. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 1 wanted 
the yeas and nays on that amendment. 


The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ready concurred in it. 

Mr. MORGAN. The question was not under- 
stood. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move to 
concurred in. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 76, nays 97; as follows: 


I ask the 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahi, Arnold, Atkins, Boeock, || 
| Bowie, Branch, Burnett, Cavanaugh, Chapman, John B. | 


Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cockerill, Cox, Crawiord, Davidson, 
Davis of Indiana, Dimmick, Edmundson, Elliott, Faulkner, 
Florence, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes- 
beck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hateh, Hawkins, Hopkins, Hous 


ton, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, J. Glancy Jones, | 


Keitt, Jacob M. Kunkel, Landy, Letcher, Maclay, McKib- 
bin, McQueen, Miller, Millson, Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, 


| Reilly, Russell, Seales, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Shorter, 

Sickes, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Steven - 
son, George Taylor, Miles Tayior, Vallandigham, Watkins, 
|| White, Winslow, Wortendyke, and Augustus R. Wright— 
76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Andrews, Bingham, 
|| Blair, Biiss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burroughs, 
Case, Chaffee, Clawson, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Comins, 


| sissippi, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa, Dawes, 
Dean, Dick, Dodd, Edie, Fenton, Foley, Foster, Garnett, 
Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Harlan, 
Hill, Horton, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
|| Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Mar 
shall, Samuel S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, Morgan, Mor- 

rill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman UH. 
Morse, Mott, Murray, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, 
Pottle, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, 


reconsider the vote by which the amendment was 


Peyton, John 8S. Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reagan, | 


Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Mis- | 


|| Ruffin, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher- | 
man, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, | 
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And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

Hereafter the estimates for the various Executive De- 
partments shall designate not only the amount required to 
be appropriated for the next fiscal year, but also the amount 
|| of the outstanding appropriation, if there be any, which will 
|, probably be required to be used for each particular item of 
}} expenditure. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended a non-concurrence in this 
amendment. 
|| ‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 
the several votes by which the House concurred 
|, and non-concurred in the amendments of the Sen- 
ate, and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
|| sider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

The House then proceeded to consider the bill 
|| (H. R. No. 198) making appropriations for the 
|| preservation and repairs of fortifications and other 
works of defense, barracks, and quarters, for the 
year ending 30th June, 1859, reported yesterday 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, with a recommendation that the enact- 
ing clause be stricken out. 

TheSPEAKER stated that the question was on 
concurring in the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOWIE. I have an amendment to offer 
to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. 
at the present time. 

Mr. STANTON. [I call for the yeas and nays 
on striking out the enacting clause. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BOWIE. Would an amendment be in 
order to the bill? 

The SPEAKER. 


| 
iI 
i 

| 


No amendment is in order 


Not at the present stage of 


Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Under- | proceedings. . ; 
wood, Wade, Walhridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C, | Mr. BOWIE. Would an amendment be in 


Woodson, Johu V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 
So the House refused tu lay the motion to re- 
| consider on the table. 


ty-fifth amendment of the Senate was non-con- 
curred In. 

Twenty-sixth amendment: 

Insert the following: 

For the employment of such number of clerks, not ex- 
ceeding three, by the district attorney of the northern dis- 


records of the district court in land cases, upon which ap 

peals have been, or may be,taken to the Supreme Court, such 

|| sum as may be necessary is hereby appropriated, provided 

the compensation shall not exceed $159 a month, for each. 
The Committee of the Whole on the state of 

the Union recommended a non-concurrence in this 

|| amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Twenty-seventh amendment: 

Insert the following : 


| trict attorneys for the northern district of California, for as- 
|| sistance in their office, such sum is to be paid out of the 
judicial fund, if such expenses shall be approved by the At- 
| torney General: Provided, That those expenses shall not 
| exceed 3300 per month: And provided furtaer, That this 
| appropriation shall be applicable only to the present fiseal 
| year and the next succeeding fiscal year, which will term- 
inate on the 30th day of June, 1859. 


the Union recommended a non-concurrence in this 
amendment. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 

In line nine hundred and thirty-seven strike out “5,511,” 
and insert “ $7,920,’ so that the clause will read : 

For the support and maintenance of said penitentiary, 
$7,920 25. 

r ™ - . 

The Committee of the Whoie on the state of 
the Union recommended a concurrence in this 
|| amendment. 

} ‘The amendment was concurred in. 

|| ‘Twenty-ninth amendment: 

Insert the following: 

For compensation of two additional guards, hereby au- 
| 

| 





thorized, $1,320. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirtieth, and last amendment of the Senate: 
|| Strike out the following clause: 

‘* No part of the amount appropriated by any act of Con- 
|| gress for the service of any one fiscal year shall be used for 
|| or applied to the service of any other year, nor be transferred 
to or used for any branch of expenditure than that for which 


| it may be specifically appropriated : Provided, That nothing 
|} herein contained shall apply to the appropriations for the 


present or neat fiscal year.” 


Washburn, Ellihu B.Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wood, | 


trict of California, as may be necessary to transcribe the | 


| For the reasonable expenses of the late and present dis- 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 


order if the House refuse to strike out the enact- 


|| ing clause ? 


The SPEAKER. It would depend upon what 


7 i . the amendment was. 
The vote was then reconsidered, and the twen- || 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the 


| ment made an appropriation, it would have to go 


amend- 


Union, to be considered—would it not? 
| The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I wish very much to intro- 
duce a proposition to recommit this bill to the 
committee, with instructions to report specific 
appropriations for the various works. I wish to 
know if such a motion would be in order? 

The SPEAKER. Not while the motion is 
pending to strike out the enacting clause. 


| to Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| 
| 


|| Mr.QUITMAN. Suppose that motion should 
|, be lost ? 


The SPEAKER. 
|| in order. 
Mr. STANTON. If the House should reject 
the bill it would be in order for the Committee of 
Ways and Means to report a bill containing 
specific items of appropriation—would it not? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes it 
| would. 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
|| the affirmative—yeas 99, nays 87; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Atkins, Blair, Bliss, 
| Bowie, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Case, Ezra 
| Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, James 
| Craig, Davis of Maryland, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Edie, Elliott, Featon, Foster, Gilman, 
| Gooch, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hawkins, Hill, Hoard, 
| Howard, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kellogg, Kilgore, 
Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Landy, Law 

| rence, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, Humpbrey Marshall, Ma 
son, Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman Ul. Morse, Mott, Mur 
ray, Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Phillips, Pike, Potter, 
Pottle, Purviance, Reagan, Keilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Rob- 
erts, Royce, Sandidge, Scott, Jolin Sherman, Judson W. 
Sherman, Shorter, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, 
Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Trippe, Underwood, Wade, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Ellinu B. Washburne, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, Wood- 
son, and John V. Wright—99. 

NAYS — Measrs. Adrain, Anderson, Arnold, Barksdale, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Brayton, Bar 
nett, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chaffee, Chapman, Jolin 
B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, Cockerill, Crawford, Curry, 
Curtis, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Dimmick, 
Durfee, Edmundson, English, Farnsworth, Faulkner, Flor- 
ence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, Goode, Green- 
wood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. 

| Harris, Hateh, Horton, Houston, Hughes, Huyler,Jackson, 
Jenkins, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Kelly, Maclay, Me- 
Kibbin, McQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Millsou, Moore, 
|| Niblack, Pendieton, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Williain Ww. 
|| Phelps, Powell, Quitinan, Ready, Ruffin, Russell, Scales, 


The motion would then be 


| 
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Seward, Aaron Shaw, Ilenry M. Shaw, Sickles, Singleton, 
William Smith, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stew 
art, Talbot, Miles Vayior, Tompkins, Vallandigham, Israel 
Washburn, Wortendyke, and Augustus R. Wnght—&7. 

So the enacting clause was stricken out, and 
the bill rejected. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. BONHAM stated that if he had been with- 
in the bar when his name was called, he should 
have voted in the affirmative. 


Mr. SUIANTON moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the enacting clause was stricken out; | 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on | 


the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE ON DOORKEEPER’S ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. HUGHES. I desire to submit a report 
from the select committee appointed Lo inquire into 


the conduct of the late Doorkeeper; and | move | 


that it be printed and made the special order for 
‘Tuesday next. 
Mr. y GLANCY JONES. 
being made the special order. 
‘Vhe SPEAKER. ‘The committee were empow- 
ered to report at any ume, and it is the mght of 
the gentleman to make the report. 


Il must object to its 


The report was accompanied with a bill to pro- | 


vide for the folding and distribution of documents 
of the House of Representatives; which was read 
a first and second time. 

rye 

The report was also accompanied with the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Hesulved, Vhat all extra comes of books and documents 
printed by order of the House of Representatives, and di 
vided equally among the members of the House, ure intend 
ed tor gratuitous distribution to public libraries and among 
the people, and are given to members respectively in trust 
for that purpose ; 
the sume is a violation of the trust aforesaid, und an ubuse 


and that any other use or disposition of | 


which meets the unqualified disapprobation of this House. | 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 1 move to postpone the 
subject until the first Tuesday in December next. 

Mr. LEVTCHER. 1 want to knowif this sub- 
ject can take precedence of the Fort Snelling re- 
port, which has been set down for to-day ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The objection comes too 
late, in the opinion of the Chair. The question 


is first upon the motion of the gentleman from | 


Arkansas [Mr. Greenwoop] to postpone until 
the first Tuesday in December next. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, | think that ought 
not to be done. Now, sir, when a man who is 
or has been an officer of this House is arraigned 
before the House on grave charges made against 
him, it is due to him, and itis due to the members 
of the House, that the House should fix an early 
day for his trial, in order that the charge may not 
fester in the public mind. I think it is due to 


the party charged and to ourselves that the mat- | 


ter should be taken up and disposed of during the 
oresent session. 


Mr. HUGHES. 


I would respectfully suggest | 


to the House that they can better understand the 


merits of this matter if they will allow it to be 
postponed until the report has been printed. They 
can then dispose of it as they see proper. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that if the subject be postponed till Tuesday next, 


it will then be competent for the House to post- | 


pone it until a further day, if it shall see fit. 
Mr. STANTON. Will that make it a special 
order? 


The SPEAKER. No further than it is now. | 


The authority given to the committee to report 
at any time involves the necessity of disposing of 


it. But itis within the control of the House to | 


postpone the further consideration of it until any 
day they may see proper. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Will it come up as a 
special order on Tuesday ? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I understand that this 
is a matter which will not be in the way of the 
business of the House. I will, therefore, with- 
draw my motion to postpone until December next. 

‘The motion to print and postpone until Tues- 
day next was agreed to. 

LOAN BILL. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I appeal to the 
Liouse to allow me to submit two reports from 
the Committee of Ways and Means. Unless they 
are new received | referred, it is hardly pos- 


sible that they will be acted on in time for the | 


edjournment. 
There being no objection, 
Mr.J.GLANCY JONES, from the Committee 








s loan, not exceeding the sum of $15,000,000; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back a bill making an appropri- 


from customs; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


FORT SNELLING INVESTIGATION. 


The SPEAKER stated the business in order to 
be on the resolutions reported by the Fort Snel- 
ling invesugating committee, as follows: 


Resolved, 1. That the sale of the military post at Fort 
Snelling and so much of the reservation attached to it as 
Was necessary for military parposes, made on the 6th day 
of June, 1857, under the authority of the Secretary of War, 
the same being then and now retained under the authority 
of that Department because necessary for military purposes, 
was without authority of law. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| of Ways and Means, reported a bill to authorize 














| Mr. MORRILL. I will allow the motion to be 
put, and the sense of the House taken on it, 

| Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to say that in m 

| present condition of health it may be desirable 
that this discussion should not proceed now. Ye 


|| I believe that justice to the Secretary of War de. 


mands that this House should act on this ques. 
tion; and, sir, for one, I am unwilling that there 


| shall be one moment’s further delay about it. Wa 
tion for the expenses of collecting the revenues || 


are ready to meet the accusation in all its forms 
| and to have it disposed of by the judgment of this 
| House. 

| Mr.JOHN COCHRANE. 1 demand the yeas 
| and nays on the motion of the gentleman from In. 
| diana. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. It seems to mea 


|| little surprising that, when this House has directed 


| 


| 


2. That the said sale was made by the Secretary of War | 


notwithstanding his knowledge of the official opinions of 
his predecessor, the Hon. JeErFrerson Davis, and of other 
othcers in superior military command to the contrary, with- 
out consulting with, without the advice, and without the 
knowledge of any oflicer in the service of any rank, leaving 


the question of the retention of that post to the discretion | 
of the commissioners appointed to make the sale; and that | 


this action on the part of the Secretary of War was a grave 
official fault. 


3. That with a knowledge of the great value ef the Fort | 


Snelling post and reservation, and the importance of great 


caution and judgment in making the sale, the Seeretary of || 


War appointed as ugents for the purpose, unqualified, inex- 
perienced, and incompetent men. 


4. ‘hat provision for and management of the sale were | 
so negligently, carelessly, and injudiciously made, as to in- | 
duce a successful combination against the Government, ex- | 


clude all competition, and bring a Joss on the Government. || 


5. That John C. Mather, agent of the Department of 
War for the examination and sale of the Fort Ripley reser- 
vation, after having already joined a combination tor the 
purchase of the Fort Snelling reservation, acted, in making 
such purchase, in violation of his official duty, and against 
the known policy ot the Government, and that, as to him 
and Richard Schell, represented by him as agent, and Steele 
and Graham, who were complicated in the sale with him, 
with « full Knowledge of this official character, the sale of 
the Fort Snelling reservation was at the time and is now 


) void. 


Mr. MORRILL took the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the gentleman 
from Vermont to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. MORRILL. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that the con- 
sideration of the report of the select committee 
in reference to the sale of Fort Snelling be post- 
poned until the second Tuesday in December 
next. 
bility, without consultation with any human be- 


I make that motion on my own responsi- | 


| an investigation to be made of the conduct of one 
| of the Cabinet officers of this Government, and 
| the committee of the House has reported a rego. 
| lution of censure—when you have arraigned the 
, Secretary of War—when you have preferred your 
| bill of indictment against him, there should be an 
effort to postpone its further consideration. I think 
that it is our duty to investigate the matter, and to 
make up our judgment on the resolutions reported 
in this case, and either to relieve the Secretary of 
War from having done anything wrong or ex. 
ceeded his authority, or tocensure him. By agree 
ing to the motion pending, you leave him with the 
| charge preferred against him, hanging over him 
until the next session. It seems to me to be an 
| unprecedented procedure. Gentlemen say we have 
| not time to attend toit. Why, we are salaried 

officers; and why should we not sit here and dis- 
| charge the public business which devolves upon 
us? lamas anxious to leave this city, and return 
to my family, and to mingle with the people of 
my district, as any member of this House; but | 
/am willing to remain here, and extend the ses- 
sion, if it is necessary, in order to transact the 
public business before us. Here is a proposition 
| to postpone the consideration of this question un- 
til the next session of Congress. 1 ask whether 
the members of this House will be any better pre- 
pared then than they are now to act upon it? | 
ask if they will be any better prepared to discuss 
this question, if we are to have a discussion, than 
they are at this moment? Then, | appeal to mem- 
bers of the House to vote down the proposition to 
postpone, and let us proceed to the consideration 
of this matter. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
| cided in the negative—yeas 26, nays 167; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Bingham, Brayton, Burroughs, 


|, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, 


ing; and I do it for the simple reason that we are | 
now within eight working days of the close of 


the session, and that it will take two days to dis- 
pose of this question. It is absolutely necessary 


that the practical business of this Congress shall | 


be closed before the time fixed for the adjourn- 


| ment. If this question is taken up and debated, | 


as it necessarily will be debated, it will require 
two or three days to get through with it. 


1 be- | 


lieve that it can be postponed without doing any | 


injustice to the country, and I make the motion 
to postpone in good faith. 


Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, so far as Iam | 
concerned personally, I would prefer to go on | 


now. I do not desire to interrupt more important || 


business, but if the other side desire a longer time 
to examine the testimony, and it shall be the sense 


of the House to postpone this matter toa day cer- 


tain in next week, I will make no objection. I 
orefer that it should not go over until next session. 
f the gentleman will modify his motion to make 
it a special order for Tuesday next, I shall have 
no objection. By that time we will get through 


_ with all of our appropriation bills, and, I hope, 


have time to consider it, 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman decline 
to yield the floor to the gentleman from Indiana 
to submit the motion he has indicated ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I trust that the gen- 
tleman will allow my motion to be put to the 
House, that its sense may be taken on it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will allow the motion to 
be made; and will move, as an amendment, that 
the matter be postponed until Tuesday next. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. If it is to be consid- 
ered atall during this session, I say letit be taken 
up to-day. 


Farnsworth, Groesbeck, Harlan, Horton, Howard, Kelsey, 
Humphrey Marshall, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Nichols, Pot- 
tle, Ricaud, Seward, Aaron Shaw, William Stewart, Un- 
derwood, Wade, Walbridge, and Waldron—26. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bingham, Bishop, Blair, 
Bliss, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Buflinton, 
Burlingame, Burnett, Case, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chapman, 
| John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, Clark B. 
Cochrane, John Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Co- 
vode, Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, 
Davidson, Davis of Iowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, 
Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goode, Granger, Green- 
wood, Gregg, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Hatch, Hawkins, 
| Hill, Hoard, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 
| Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, i. Glancy Jones, Owen 
Jones, Kellogg, Kelly, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, 


|| John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, 


| 


| Maclay, McQueen, Samuel S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard, 

| Miles, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Mor- 

| ris, Isaac N. Morris, Murray, Niblack, Palmer, Parker, Pen- 

| dleton, Pettit, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phil- 

| lips, Pike, Potter, Powell, Purviance, Quitman, Ready, 

| Reagan, Reilly, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Ruffin, 
Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Searing, Henry M. Shaw, Jolin 
Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Sickles, Single- 
ton, Robert Smith, William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, 
Stanton, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Tomp- 
kins, Trippe, Vallandigham, Ward, Cadwalader C. Wazh- 
burn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, 
White, Wood, Woodson, W ortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—167. 


So the House refused to postpone the subject 
till December next. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland, stated that Mr. 
Davis, of Mississippi, had paired off. 


After the announcement of the vote, as above 
recorded — 


Mr. BURNETT. I ask the gentleman from 
' Vermont to yield to me for a moment. I under- 
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aand from the gentleman from Vermont that he || tion by striking out ‘* five minutes,”’ and inserting 


| Mr. HOUSTON. If there is no objection, I 
| 


desires that this question may be postponed until 


next Thursday week, so that we may take up || 
the appropriation bills, pass and send them to | 
the Senate. Iam willing to accede to that prop- | 


osition, if it will meet the unanimous consent of 
the House. 


reportis postponed until Thursday week, we may 


just as well consent to let it go over until the next | 


‘session of Congress. When that day comes, there 
will be no time to take it up and discuss it. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I object. 


Mr. BURNETT. I wish to modify the propo- | 


sition. 1 will make it next Tuesday. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move to post- | 


pone its consideration until next Tuesday. 


* The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain | 


the motion except by unanimons consent. The 
Chair would call the attention of the gentleman 


to the latter clause of the 55th rule, which says: | 


«No motion to postpone to a day certain, to commit, or 
to postpone indefinitely, being decided, shall be again al- 
jowed on the same day, and at the same stage of the bill or 
proposition.” 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object. 

Mr. GROW. The first motion was to post- 
pone until next session. This motion is to post- 
pone until next week. — : 

The SPEAKER. Itis a motion to postpone 
until a day certain. 

Mr. BURNETT. I understand that the gen- 
tleman who objected to the report going over until 
next Tuesday, withdraws it. 

Mr. RUFFIN. 1 withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
further consideration of the report will be post- 
poned until Tuesday next. 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 


Mr. WHITELEY. I ask the unanimous con- | 


sent of the House to introduce for reference the 
fortification bill, which I offered yesterday as an 
amendment to the bill reported by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. LETCHER. [ object. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Is not the regular | 
order of business the call of committees for re- | 


ports? 


The SPEAKER. Itis. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Then I call for the | 


regular order of business. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. GROW. I think we had better get through 
the appropriation bills, and send them to the Sen- 
ate; and, therefore, I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
SickLEs in the chair,) and resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. No. 199) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ce 
the 30th of June, 1859. 


The first reading of the bill having been dis- | 
pensed with, the Clerk commenced the reading | 


of the bill by clauses for amendment, and read 
the first clause. 

Mr. COLFAX. I would suggest, from the ex- 
agree of yesterday, that the better plan would 


e to close debate upon this bill, and have all the | 


debate under the five-minute rule. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I propose to do 


that very thing, and for that purpose | move that | 


the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 


resumed the chair, the chairman reported that 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union had, according to order, had the state of | 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- | 
ticularly a bill making appropriation for the ser- | 


vice of the naval department for the year ending 
we 30, 1859, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. : 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I offer the usual 


resolution to close the debate in the Committee || 


of the Whole on the state of the Union on the 
naval appropriation bill in five minutes after the 
committee shall again resume the consideration 
of the same. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I move to amend the resolu- 


THE CON 


‘*two hours,”’ and I desire to make a statement 
to the House. This is the bill making appropri- 
ation for the support of the Navy. Sometimes 
it has been the case that the Committee of Ways 
and Means have exercised the courtesy towards 


priations for the naval service of the country. 
That has not been done in this instance. We 
were not aware that this bill was to be called 
up at the time it was called up. It came upon 





to make a statement of the facts 

Mr. PURVIANCE. 
able? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks debate is 
not in order, if it is objected to. 

Mr. PURVIANCE. I object. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The gentleman from: Pennsyl- 
| vania this morning agreed that the bill should be 
laid aside and another bill taken up. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Well, my amendment is in 
order, and I insist on it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
derstand the Chair. 





| 
| 


I understand that the ques- 


| tion is on closing debate in five minutes, and isit | 


not in order to hear reasons bearing upon that 
| question? 


tice not to entertain any debate whatever upon a 
resolution proposing to close debate. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the chairman 
| of the Committee of Ways and Meansa question. 
| The SPEAKER. Debate is objected to. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Iam not proposing to de- 
| bate the question. I suppose I havea right to ask 
| a question. I desire to know how much this bill 
| appropriates ? 
| Mr. DEAN. I object to debate. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. ° Will the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means answer my ques- 
tion? 

Mr. FLORENCE. 


| 


I submit that the propo- 


a been considered in Committee of the Whole. 
submit further that it is not in order, after de- 
bate has been closed, for the Committee of the 


bill, because yesterday the bill reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means in reference to 
fortifications, was 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 
question when it arises. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, I move to amend the 
proposition so as to provide that the committee 
shall not strike out the enacting clause. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides the amend- 
ment to be out of order, on the ground that it is 
not germane to the original proposition. Itisa 
change of the rules of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I thought it was entirely 
consistent with the rules of the House. I want 
the matter considered by the House. The forti- 
fication bill was not considered at all yesterday. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I make the point of order, 
thatafter the Chair has decided the amendment out 
|| of order, it is not in order for the gentleman to go 
on and argue it. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 1 wish the unan- 
imous consent of the House to make one er two 
remarks in reply to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia as to the taking up of this bill last 
evening. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. I was not allowed 
|| to debate the question. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and de- 
bate is not in order. 

The question being upon Mr. Bococx’s amend- 
ment to the resolution, 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| Mr. CLAY demanded tellers. 
| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Russet and 
|| Wa.pRon were appointed. 
|| The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 56, noes 86. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The resolution was then adopted. 














GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


, ; || the Committee on Naval Affairs to consult them | 
Mr. HOUSTON. If the consideration of this | 


us altogether by surprise. When I saw that the | 
bill had been taken up last evening in the Com- || 
mittee of the Whole on the state Union, I intended |) 


Is this question debat- | 


I would like toun- | 


The SPEAKER. It has been the uniform prac- | 


sition of my colleague to close debate upon this | 
bill is not in order, inasmuch as the bill has not | 


Whole to strike out the enacting clause of the | 
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propose to move that the Committee of the Whole 
/ on the state of the Union be discharged from the 
further consideration of the naval appropriation 
bill, and that it be brought into the House for 
consideration. It only appropriates ten or twelve 
millions—a matter of very slight importance; and 


somewhat in relation to the bill making appro- || why not bring it out of committee and pass it at 


| once ? 
| The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
| man from Alabama is not in order. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. It isin order by unanimous 
| consent: is it not? 
The SPEAKER, The Chair supposes so. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then I propose, if there be 
no objection, to submit that motion. The House 
has agreed to cut off all debate in committee upon 
| this subject, and why not bring it into the House 
| at once? 
Mr. DEAN and others objected. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
| the motion of the gentleman from Alabama. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move to recon- 
|| sider the vote by which the resolution was agreed 
| to; and also move that the motion to reconsider 
| be laid on the table. 
Mr. CLAY. lI ask for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I withdraw the 
motion; and move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole en the state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the rules were suspended; and the House 
|| resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Sickies in the 
| chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
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The first section of the bill was read. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I wish to know if 
I am not entitled to the floor to close debate ? 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will be 
| entitled to the floor for that purpose after the gen- 
| tleman from Virginia [Mr. Smirn} shall have oc- 
| cupied the five minutes, at the end of which the 
| House has ordered that debate shall be closed. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Is the gentleman entitled to 
close a debate which has never been opened. 
| The CHAIRMAN. Under the rule of the 
|| House, the gentleman from Pennsylvania havin 
|| reported the bill under consideration, is entitled 
to one hour in which to close debate. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It was my wish, 
| but that I have been very unwell for some days 
|| past, to call the attention of the committee to a 
provision in this bill which I regard of very con- 
| siderable importance. It is known,I suppose, to 
| this committee, that the service provided for in 
| the particular clause to which I refer, was first 
| authorized under the resolution of 1845. I allude 
| to the service between the Atlantic and the Pa- 
\| cific, between New York and San Francisco. 
| The contracts were made, as I am informed, b 
| some species of combination in legislation which 
| I do not understand, between the Secretary of the 
|| Navy and the Postmaster General. The contract 
|| commenced on the Ist of October, 1848, and term- 
inates, by its own terms, on the Ist of October, 
| 1858. It is under consideration,as I understand, 








upon the passage of this proposition, to continue 
| this service under the old contract. In other 
| words, if this clause is passed without qualifica- 
| tion, the effect will be to continue this old contract 
| which has been so beneficial to the parties inter- 


| ested in it, as I conceive, against the public inter- 
! 


est, as also against the indignant resistance of the 
| whole Pacific coast. It was my intention to have 
| drawn the attention of the committee very care- 
fully to the consideration of this subject, and to 
| have presented the question, whether or not a 
| company which has grown from nothing—from 
| the mere bounty of the Government—into an im- 
| mense concern, of large wealth, shall be placed for 
the future beyond the chance of competition? I 
_have no time under the action of the House to 
| present the facts which I have in my possession 
| upon this subject; but I state that this company, 
|| which has been carried on on capital furnished by 
|| the United States—that is, by money advanced 
|| by law to particular individuals—has grown rich 
|| in the service, and now it is proposed to continue 
| this monopoly to them, unless a provision is in- 
| serted in this bill to prohibit it. 
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I do not desire to detain the committee. I will, 
however, call their attention briefly and rapidly to 
a few statements upon The mail 
service New York 
to Aspinwall, commenced in 1848; and I under- 
stand strued to extend for a period 

The other, from Panama to 


this subject. 
on one of these routes, troin 
it has been con 
of years to come. 
San Francisco— 

| Here the hammer fell. ] , 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Mr. Chairman, in 
the House | submitied a resolution closing debate 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union within five minutes after the consideration 
of the Navy appropriation bill was resumed, for 
the reason that I believed it was the desire of the 
House to get through with the appropriation bills 
without unnecessary debate, with a view to the 
adjournment on the 7th of June. I wish to saya 
word or two inreply to the gentleman from Vir- 
rit i~ —_ 
~ Mr. BOCOCK. I rise to a question of order 
on the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that it is 
not in order for him to refer to anything but the 
bill ander consideration. Ido not care, however, 
what he says, provided that I be heard in reply. 
If he goes on and | get up to respond, some gen- 
tleman on the other side will call me to order. If 
it be agreed that I shall be allowed to reply, I 
have no objection to his going on; for Lam in for it. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I have no inten- 
tion to make any remark unkind, uncharitable, 
and unfair, but merely to say that the gentleman 
from Virginia was laboring under a misapprehen- 

ion in regard to the taking up of this bill. 

Mr. BOWIE. I rise to a point of order. I 
want to know what is unkind, uncharitable, and 
unfair, under the rules? [Laughter. } 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will decide 
questions as they arise. He does not think that 
there is any necessity for a decision of the ques- 
tion raised by the gentleman. 

Mr. BOWLE ‘There is no charity about that. 
pacers: 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I wish to correcta 
misapprehension of the gentleman from Virginia. 
This bill was not taken up of my own accord. 

Mr. STANTON. What question is before the 
committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Navy appropriation 
bill; and the gentleman from Pennsylvania is now 
occupying the floor under the rule, in closing the 
general debate. 

Mr. STANTON. | I insist, then, that his re- 
marks shall be confined to the Lill; and I shall 
object to anything outside of the legitimate dis- 
cussion of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has intimated 
that debate must be confined to the bill. 

Mr. LEITER. 1 wish to ask the Chair—— 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. |! obj ct. 

Mr. LEITER. To my asking a question? 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LEITER. I will make a point of order. 
I make the point that the gentleman from Penn- 
svivaniacannot close debate in the hour he is al- 
lowed under the rule, until the bill has been read 
threugh by sections for amendment, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks, asthe 


time allowed for general debate has terminated, 


that the chairman of the Committee of Waysand | 


Means is now entitled to the floor to close debate. 
Mr. LEITER. Has the bill been read through ? 
The CHAIRMAN. The first reading of the 

the bill was dispensed with by unanimous con- 

Bent. 


Mr. LEITER. 


a 


I make the point that debate | 


cannot be closed until the bill has been read | 


through for amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair overrules the | 
potnt of order of the gentleman from Ohio on the | 


ground he has already stated. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES, I have to say that, 


if gentlemen do not want to take up the time of | 


the committee, they will let me proceed without 


interruption. I do not intend to occupy more 
than five or ten minutes. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. Chairman—— 


_ Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I object to the | 
interruption, unless it is to raise a point of order. | 


Mr. SEWARD. 


to say that the five-minute debate hus closed? 


Do | understand the Chair | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has only de- | 


cided that the general debate has been closed 
under the order of the House. 


| pled. 


1} 
* | 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. This bill was not 
taken up in committee, in preference to other ap- 
propriation bills, on my motion. My desire was 
that the committee should take up the bill to pay 
thie I did not want to take up the 
Navy appropriation bill unul [ had heard from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. So far from 
having objection to any communication with that 
committee, | was, on the contrary, willing to hear 
from them; and [| will say that my own opinions 
are in accordance with what I understand to be 
their opinions. This appropriation bill was taken 
up because it was the first upon the Calendar. 
When it was up, the chairman of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs asked me whether I had any 
objection to take up another bill. I told him that 
I would be willing to do so, provided I could ob- 
tain the consent of the House. It was the wish 
of the House that the consideration of the bill 
should be proceeded with. 

I am not aware, | confess, that it is the duty 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to seek consultations with the chairmen 
of other committees of the House, with a view 
to regulate the appropriation bills; but { consider 
that it would be discourteous, in case of a chair- 
man of a committee desiring to consult with the 
Committee of Ways and Means on a certain mat- 
ter, if the request were not cheerfully complied 
with. Ido not understand, however, that it is 
the duty of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to seek interviews with other 
committees, in order to know how they wish the 
appropriation bills to be drawn up. 1 am utterly 
ignorant of any rule requiring such action; and if 
| have committed an error on that score, it is to 
be ascribed not to design, but to my ignorance. 

Mr. Chairman, this is the usual Navy appro- 
priation bill. The estimates of the Secretary of 
the Navy for the last year were $13,062,561 79; 
and for the next fiscal year $13,680,448 23. 
These estimates were reduced to the very lowest 
point at which, in the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Navy, this very important branch of the ser- 
vice of the Government can be carried on. The 
committee are aware of its immense importance 
at this particular crisis; and so far as | am in- 
formed upon the subject, the great feeling mani- 
fested upon the part of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, is with a view of increasing, instead of 
diminishing, the appropriation, by adding four 
steam sloops for the service. ‘The Secretary of 
the Navy was of opinion that $13,680,448 was 
the smallest amount with which the service could 
be carried on; but the Committee of Ways and 
Means, after frequent consultation, and after a 
careful and scrutinizing examination of the items, 
succeeded in reducing the appropriation $538,894. 
That reduction was not made upon the principle 
that the whole sum was not necessary for the effi- 
cient service of the Naval Department, but upon 
the ground that the scarcity of money required 
that, for the next fiscal year, we should reduce 
the expenditures to the lowest possible amount. 
Every dollar estmated for is absolutely required, 
if you want to make the Navy thoroughly effi- 
cient. In reducing it to the lowest pessible point 
of efficiency, you may dispense with $500,000; 
and the Committee of Ways and Means have so 
recommended. ‘The appropriation then asked for 


volunteers. 
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for the next fiscal year, for this branch of the pub- | 


lic service, 1s $13,149,544 23, not including what 
may be added by some small amendments which 
I intend to offer. 

1 propose, Mr. Chairman, to offer some five 
amendments, and I will refer to them now, to save 


the necessity of explaining them when I shall of- | 
The first two amendments do not in- 


fer them. 
crease the appropriation at all, but merely direct 


in what manner the appropriation shall be ap- | 


The third amendment is an appropriation 
of $3,000 to pay for a code ordered by Congress. 
The fourth is an appropriation of $110,000 to pay 
the expenses of courts of inquiry by naval officers 
ordered by Congress, and held in this city, and 
not yet paid for. The fifth amendment is to ap- 
propriate $5,000 to pay for charts of the naviga- 
tion and exploration of the La Platte river. _ 

l ask the Chair, now, what portion of my tine 
I have consumed? 

The CHAIRMAN. About twenty minutes. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I am willing to 
yield the remainder of my time to the chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
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’ 
Mr. BOCOCK said the gentleman from Peny. 
sylvania, [Mr. J. Gurancy Jones,] the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, had agreed 
distinctly, ina consultation this morning, that this 
bill might go over for the present, and that other 
bills might be considered this evening in its stead 
Whatever condition the gentleman might have 
contemplated in agreeing to this arrangement wag 
tacit, and not expressed. He (Mr. B.) knew 
nothing of such condition; he was entirely unpre. 
pared to present to the committee the severa! sub. 
jects which he had designed to bring forward jp 
connection with this bill. He had therefore somp 
reason to complain of the course which had beep 
pursued; he had no unkind feeling towards the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, on the contrary, he 
respected him. And, in complaining of his action 
in this matter, he did not intend to be unneces. 
sarily harsh. 

‘The gentleman made use of one remark, a few 
minutes ago, which he considered rather unkind. 
He (Mr. B.) objected to his making a statement 
in relation to the understanding between them this 
morning unless he could reply. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania remarked that he was sorry 
that he (Mr. B.) should take refuge under the rules 
of the House against his statement. If he had 
been disposed to be unkind, the retort was at hand, 
He could have reminded the committee that men 
take refuge sometimes from storms of hail; but 
sometimes also from storms of wind. He re. 
frained, however, and contented himself with 
merely saying that, if he could be allowed to re- 
ply, he wished the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
togoon. Letall this pass. If the Committe: 
of Ways and Means had consulted the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs in relation to this bill, as has 
been done heretofore, we should have been ready 
with our amendments and suggestions, and this 
difficulty might have been avoided. He knew that 
many of the members of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs expected to be consulted. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I do not wish to interfere, 
but | submit whether it is in order for the gep- 
tleman to discuss questions of etiquette between 
committees of this House. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Why did not the gentleman 
raise this question on the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania? | know the gentleman from Illinois is 
a master of etiquette, and I invoke his judgment 
upon his own course in this matter, 

Though not having time enough to discuss all 
the subjects arising under this bill, to which the 
attention of the Committee on Naval Affairs has 
been directed, and being not prepared, in fact, to 
do justice to any of them, | cannot refrain from 
calling attention to one of them. The Committee 
on Naval Affairs have directed me to reporta bill 
for the construction of ten small sloops-of-war, 
with full steam power, and drawing not more than 
twelve feet of water. This measure was recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Navy at the be- 
ginning of the session, and surely circumstances 
have not tended since then to render the measure 
less wise. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to enforce the import- 
ance of the proposed measure by a variety of con- 
siderations. The improvements which have been 
made in gunnery render small vessels compara- 
tively much more effective than formerly. A few 
small vessels, armed with large guns, can terribly 
annoy and perhaps destroy the largest sized vessel 
in the British or American Navy, armed with 
many more guns than all the small ones together. 
Then the ports of all the southern coast of the 


| United States, and those of Mexico and Central 


America, are so shallow thata vessel drawing more 
than fourteen feet of water can enter none of them 
atlow water, except, perhaps, that of Brunswick, 
in Georgia. 

It would be a great saving of expense to have 
a number of these small vessels, because one or 
two of them, together with one of the larger 
steamers which we have recently constructed, 
would constitute a sufficient force for almost any 
of our squadrons. And itis much cheaper to keep 
these vessels afloat than one of the larger class 
of our steamers. 

Mr. B. alluded to recent occurrences in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and suggested that, in view of them, 
this would be a judicious measure. He was no 
alarmist; and did not desire to inflame the public 
mind precipitately or unnecessarily. These oc- 
curreaces had been made, lie knew, the subject 
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of negotiation with the British Government. The 
negouation was In safe hands. 
confidence that it would be well managed. But | 
nothing, he would submit, was better calculated | 
to give weight to argument and emphasis to di- 

jomacy than to be prepared to defend our rights 
if negotiations failed. 


officers would be repudiated by their Government, 
and that ample reparation would be made for the | 
outrages which had been committed upon our | 
rights and upon our honor. 
‘[t cannot be denied, however, that these out- | 
rages have been too numerous, and too long con- | 
tinued, to admit the idea that they are accidental. 
It is clear that they spring from system and de- | 
sign. Whence that design emanates, it is impos- 
sible to say. Time will determine. We must 
Jook at the case in all its aspects, and be prepared 
for any contingency that may arise. ‘or one, 
he was prepared to say, that the claim to the 
right of visitation or search is one that can never 
be allowed to the British navy. It is injurious 
to our honor, and invasive of our rights, and is 
founded in a false interpretation of international 
law. . 
Mr. B. proceeded to suggest many considera- | 
tions on this subject, going to show the necessity | 
for the construction of a number of small steam 
vessels of war, and gave notice that he would 
move an amendment to the bill, giving authority 
for their construction. 
The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill. 
The following clause being under consideration: 
“ Por increase, repair, armament, and equipment of the 
Navy, including the wear and tear of vessels in commis- 
sion, fuel for steamers, and purchase of hemp for the Navy, 
$2,850,000,” 


oy; 


Mr. BRANCH moved to strike out the words | 
“ fifty thousand dollars,’’ and said: I] had already | 
made up my mind that the circumstances sur- | 
rounding our public affairs at this time render it | 
proper that there should be an increase in our 
naval force, before hearing the perspicuous re- 
inarks of the chairman of the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, [Mr. Bocock.] I have not, therefore, in 
offering this amendment, designed to indicate any 
desire to reduce the amount of appropriation ap- 
plicable to an increase of our Navy; but simply 
to call the attention of the committee to the indef- 
inite character of this clause of the bill. It will 
be observed that it appropriates $2,850,000 for 
inerease, repair, armament, and equipment of the 
Navy, including the wear and tear of vessels in 
commission, fuel for steamers, and purchase of | 
hemp for the Navy. I think it of great import- 
ance to make all appropriations specific, as far as 
circumstances will permit, and object to the un- 
specific character of the appropriations made by 
this clause. 

sy referring to the estimates laid before us at 
the commencement of the present session, for in- 
formation as to what objects are embraced under 
that item, I find there is nothing to throw light 
upon it, except the simple words *‘ construction, 
&c., $2,850,000.’’ 1 find that in the same book | 
of estimates almost an entire page, in small type, 
is taken up with small items in regard to the medi- | 
cal bureau, altogether amounting to only $32,150, 
while only one word and a few figures are de- 








voted to explaining to the House the objects to || 


which this large appropriation is designed to be 
applied. If it is for an increase of the Navy, that 
is very well; but as I understand it, we are to be 
called upon hereafter to vote a separate and spe- 
cific appropriation for increasing the Navy. If it 
is for repairs, we ought to have some specification 
of the items in the way of repairs which are to 





Then there is the general clause for the ‘* equip- | 
ment of the Navy, including the wear and tear of 

vessels in commission, and fuel for steamers.’? | 
Now, it seems to me that, at least, we might have | 
& separate estimate of what the fuel for our steam- | 
ers would cost; that we might be informed by 
some persons connected with the Navy Depart- 
ment how much fuel our war steamers consume, 


and how much we should appropriate to pur- | 
chase it. 


Again: there is the clause “ for the purchase of | 


hemp.’’ I think we might have information as | 
to how much of this appropriation is to be ap- | 
plied to the purchase of that article. 


He had every || 
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I object to this system which has grown up, of 
grouping a great many objects together, no way 


congruous to one another, and appropriating a | 
large sum of money in general terms, which, in | 


| fact, amounts to no more nor less than allowing 


the heads of bureaus to expend the money for 


| such objects as they may please. 
He hoped that the conduct of these British naval | ; vr fell.} , 


[Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The gentleman | 


from North Carolina takes exception to this item 
of $2,850,000 on account of the appropriation not 
being sufficiently stated in detail. The chief part 
of this appropriation of two million and odd dol- 
lars is consumed in the reconstruction of ships 


| which, perhaps, in less than two years will be 
| otherwise entirely useless. 


The Secretary of the Navy hasagain and again 


urged upon Congress the policy and expediency | 


of constructing new vessels of a proper class; but 
up to this time Congress has pertinaciously re- 
fused to appropriate money to build steam ves- 
sels of a light draught, and has gone on, in the 
teeth of the recommendations of the Secretary of 
the Navy, and of all the officers of the Navy, and 
has appropriated money to reconstruct old sail- 
ing-vessels. Part of this appropriation is for that 
purpose. 


Now, I wish to say in regard to the estimates, || 


that the gentleman from North Carolina did not 
read the caption, which is a little fuller than 
what he did read. Butthe Secretary of the Navy 
has in his Department—as have all the other heads 
of Departments— everything that goes to make up 
this estimate. At the opening of the Congress, the 
book of estimates is laid upon the desk of every 
member; and it is the duty of the Committee of 
Waysand Means, and the privilege ofevery mem- 


| ber of Congress, to go to the Departments and 


examine into the details which make up the es- 
timates. But to facilitate the transaction of busi- 
ness, it becomes necessary to condense them. 

I will add that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have examined the details, and compared 


| them with former estimates; and they have not 


recommended the appropriation of a single dollar, | 


except the amount necessary to carry out the laws 
of Congress. The gentleman from North Car- 
olina has had his book of estimates since the com- 
mencement of the session; and it was his privilege 
at any time to go to the Departments and exam- 
ine the details of these estimates. 

Mr. BRANCH. I understand that the very 
object of having the estimates laid before us is 
that they may be in a convenient and accessible 
form for each member to refer to without having 
the trouble of going to the Departments. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I would say to the 
gentleman that the present mode of preparing the 
estimates is in strict conformity with law. Ifthe 


' gentleman from North Carolina will modify the 


law, the Secretary will comply with it; but these 
estimates are in compliance with law. 
Mr. BRANCH. 
Mr. BOWIE. | offer the following amendment: 


For Fort Madison, in the harbor of Annapolis, $15,000, 


| in aid of the national Naval School at that point. 


Now, sir, that amendment is in order here; and 
it is in order everywhere, and at all times. Itis 


for the protection of your great school of naval | 


tactics. It is in order, because it proposes to sup- 
ply a national want, and not a sectional one. It 
1s something that appeals to the great heart of the 
nation. Itis something that appeals to the pat- 
riotism of every man in the country, whether he 


comes from the North or the South, from the | 


East or the West. 
Now, sir, this Naval School at Annapolis hap- 
pens to be in my congressional district. 


| care of it for that reason, and also because it is a 
cost more than two and a half million dollars. || 


part of the glory of the great country in which I 
live. It belongs to you as well as to Maryland; 
and you are bound to provide for this great na- 
tional defense. 
some of the appropriations which have been re- 
jected by Congress, but you cannot leave out this, 

ecause it is one of the great defenses of your 
capital. 


how the enemy insidiously attacked us. [Laugh- 
ter.] Every man knows that they first attempted 


to come up the Potomac, but Fort Washington | 


was in the way to blow up their ships, and they 
could not come " Weill, then they tried to f° 
up to Baliimore, but Fort McHenry was in the 


[ withdraw the amendment. || 


I take | 


You may very well leave out | 


Every man who has read the history of | 
the last war with Great Britain knows very well | 
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= 
way to blow thom up, and they could not pass it. 
They landed three miles below it, and marched 
nine or ten miles to the city of Baltimore. 
Suppose that a war were to take place to-mor- 
row Schiens this country and England: we all 
know thata treaty of alliance exists between Eng- 


|| land and France, and no man can doubt for a mo- 


ment that those two countries would join in an 
invasive war against the United States of Amer- 
ica. The truth is, that 1 want no alliance with 
any nation. I want the great progress of De- 
mocracy. [Laughter.] I do not mean Democ- 
racy, mind you, in the sense of sectionalism, or in 
the sense of mere partyism; but | mean that eter- 
nal Democracy which comes from a power higher 
even than conventions—the Democracy of the 
people. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
the following amendment: 

After line twenty-one insert as follows: 

Provided, That there shall not be purchased any larger 
quantity of hemp of foreign growth for the use of the Navy 
than shall be required to meet the deficiency in the supply 
of the American article, as reported to the Navy Depart- 
| ment from quarter to quarter, by the agents appointed to 

|| procure the article of American growth, 
I will not detain the committee by any extended 
|| remarks. That proviso embodies the best plan I 
can devise to compel the execution of the existing 
law, according to its true spirit. Year after year, 
for a long series of years, it has been the effort of 
Congress to have the article of American water- 
rotted hemp used by the American Navy. Some 
cause conunues to prevent our success. Upon 
examination in the Department during the week 
past, I ascertained that we had only been so far 
| successful as to have secured the purchase of 
seventy-four tons of the American article for the 
use of the American Navy within the last five 
years. Now, sir, there are many constituents of 
my own who would supply the Department with 
| American water-rotted hemp; cnlead, one did 
make a contract with the Department for the sup- 
ply of four hundred and fifty tons perannum of the 
American article; but the Department vacated that 
contract, and seems afterwards to have failed to 
procure any of the American article for national 
use. It will be perceived by the House at once, 
that the object of my amendment is to require 
American hemp to be purchased for the use of the 
American Navy, and to compel the Department 
to comply with the action of Congress. 

A Memser. Provided the American article is 
as rood. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It must be 
as good, for it will have to bear the same test. 
The existing law does not require that it shall be 

| taken except when it bears the same test. My 
amendment is offered in good faith, and I trust 
it will meet the approbation of the committee. 
Mr. BRANCH. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentieman from Kentucky by adding 
at the end, the following: 
Provided, It can be purchased on as good terms, price 
and quality considered, as it can be gotten elsewhere. 
| It appears to me that this is a new feature of 
|| the protective system. I acknowledge, with the 
gentleman from Kentucky, that if we have the 
means within ourselves of supplying our ships 
with everything that is necessary, I should pre- 
fer that it should be done; but I gather from hear- 
| ing the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky read, that if we pass a law to that effect it 
will place such restriction upon the Navy Depart- 
|| ment that they would be compelled to purchase 
their hemp without regard to price or quality. | 
think it would be placing the Government com- 
pletely in the power of the hemp-growers. I 
gather from the amendment of the gentleman that 
there is not hemp enough of proper quality raised 
in the country to supply what the Navy needs. 
Then, if such be the fact, those who raise it would 
|| have it in their power to demand just such a price 
_ and to impose upon the country just such an arti- 
|| cle as they think fit. I certainly have no dispo- 
sition to deprive the American hemp-growers of 
any advantage they can have consistent with the 
|| actual interest of the Government. If it can be 
|| purchased as good and at as good prices of them 
as it can be elsewhere, I am ready, so far as my 
| vote is concerned, toaccord to them that measure 
| of protection; but | must protest against passing 
‘| any law that will place the Government, as to 
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price and quality, completely within the power 
of those who raise the article. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I will say 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, that I 
have no desire to produce any such result; but 
that, after repeated experiments, this is the only 
mode I can devise by which te get the American 
article procured for the American Navy at all. 
When | inform the gentleman that as early as 
1850, the policy was adopted, as appears fiom 
your statute-book, to prefer American water- 
rotted hemp to the foreign article, if it can be 
procured on as good terms, and of as good qual- 
ity, and that all we have been able to sell for the 
American Navy in the last five years is seventy- 
four tons, the gentleman will see the necessity 
of my amendment. It is not that our farmers do 
not produce the article, nor that they are unwill- 
ing, but the fault lies in the administration of 
the Navy Department. The object of my amend- 
ment is to let the Navy Department understand 


that under the existing law we intend to have the | 


American article purchased for the American Navy, 
and that they shall not make contracts for the 


| 
| 


i} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 


| 


foreign article, unless a deficiency of the Ameri- | 
can article shall appear by regular quarterly re- | 


ports from the agents of the Department, who 
may be sent among the hemp growers to procure 
our own article. 
Mr. BRANCH. 
information upon the subject—the Secretary of 
the Navy is to be required to purchase all the 
American hemp, before he is allowed to go else- 
where. If that is to be the requirement, what is 
there to prevent the dealers in American hemp 


As I understand—for I desire | 


from demanding just such prices as they think | 


rropersr 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I say to the 
gentleman from North Carolina, that the existing 
law provides that the American hemp purchased 
for the use of the Navy shall bear the test now 
required by law. Both the quality and price are 
fixed by law. My amendment will not alter the 
law, except so far as to require the Secretary to 
execute the existing law. The price is specified 
in the law. 

Mr. BRANCH. Is the price specified in the 
law above or below what good hemp can be pur- 
chased at elsewhere ? 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


I have not 


referred to the law, but my recollection is that the | 
American article is to be procured by the Navy | 


Department, if it can be procured at the price at 


which the Russian article rated for five years pre- | 


ceding the date of the law. I will say frankly to 
the gentleman, that the Russian article is now 
purchased in New York and Boston, and is prob- 
ably furnished to the Government at some three 
or four dollars less, by the ton, than it was five 
years ago. 


Mr. CLAY. If not too much trouble, I would 


ask my honorable colleague to refer to the law, so 
that we may be exactly informed on the subject. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have the law here. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I yield to 
the gentleman from Virginia to read it. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I find, by the first act passed, 
that the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to 
purchase or contract for hemp fora period not 
exceeding three years. By the act of May 9, 1848, 
the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to pur- 


chase oe for a period notexceeding five years, | 


and provic 
quality with the best foreign hemp, at a price not 
exceeding the average price of said hemp for the 
last preceding five years. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The exist- 
ing law does not allow them to make a contract, 
but requires the Departmert to go into the mar- 
ket overt to make purchases. F think that this 
provision was inserted in the Navy appropriation 
bill of 1851. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 
will read it. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
ment has closed. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Havel nota right to be heard 
in Opposition to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman would be 
in order at the time the gentleman from Kentucky 
closed his speech in favor of his amendment, and 
before the amendment to the amendment was con- 
sidered. 


I have found that law, and 


Debate on the amend- 


ed that the same can be had of equal | 











Mr. BOCOCK. I take an appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair. 
Mr. BRANCH. 
from Kentucky accepted my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not the under- 
standing of the Chair. 

Mr. BRANCH. Then I insist ona vote on 
my amendment. 

Me. CLEMENS. I desire to read the exist- 
ing law for the information of the committee. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
the bill. We understand the question. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 


| the amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I claim the right now to be 


| heard in opposition to the amendment of the gen- 


tleman from Kentucky. There were five minutes 
of debate in explanation of the amendment, and 
not one word has been said in opposition to it; 
whereas the rule provides that five minutes shall 


be allowed in explanation of an amendment, and | 


five minutes in opposition. 


Mr. BURNETT. LT understood that the amend- | 


ment of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Brancu] was accepted by the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was not accepted. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then the gentleman from 
North Carolina spoke in opposition to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the 
ground of his decision. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Marsnatt] offered an amendment, 
and spoke five minutes in its favor. If the gentle- 
men from Virginia [Mr. Bocock] had risen then, 
and before the amendment to the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Branen]} was considered, he would have been en- 
titled to speak five minutes in opposition. 
Chair regards debate as being closed on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky. The 
question now 1s, ** Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 

The question was taken; and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Marsuna t, of Kentucky, as amended; and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. GROW. I move to reduce the appropria- 
tion in the following paragraph to $2,000,000: 

‘** For increase, repair, armament, and equipment of the 
Navy, including the wear and tear of vessels in commis- 
sion, fuel for steamers, and purchase of hemp for the Navy, 
$2,850,000." 

At almost, or quite, every session that I have 
occupied a seat on this floor, reasons have been 
urged for the increase of the Navy. At one time 


it is one exigency, and at another time another || 


and adifferentone. And thus, from year to year, 
has the Government been called upon to increase 
the Navy. We have doubled its expenses since 
1844, and have added some new ships. The rea- 
son urged to-day is that difficulties have occurred 
in the Gulf of Mexico with the British cruisers. 
Whether the acts of those officers are to be sus- 


tained by the British Government, or not, is not 
Until it is, there is no more reason | 


yet known. 
for our increasing the Navy than there has been 
for years past, for difficulties have occurred with 
different nations for a number of years past in the 
Gulf. We have had some difficulty with Spain. 


Since fillibustering commenced upon Central | 


America and Cuba, those difficulties have been 
more frequent. Yearly, every new occasion is 
seized upon and urged as anew reason why theex- 

enses of this Government should be swelled toa 
argeramount. The professed Utah war was seized 
upon and made the ground for ademand upon the 
Government to add five new regiments to our 


standing Army, and thus make a permanent in- | 


crease of that number, because, forsooth, there 
was a danger of war with the Mormons in Utah. 
But the latest news from there shows that there 
is no trouble with the Mormons. Now we are 
asked, because of some difficulties in the Gulf, to 
add to the Navy; and I apprehend, when we hear 
from England, that these troubles will be all set- 
tled. By reports from Utah it appears that we 
have no need for an addition to the Army, for no 
war exists; and commissioners can go to Utah, 
and establish a peace to-day without the assist- 
ance of a soldier. 

But, as I said before, the Government is called 
upon, from session to session, to increase the force 


I thought that the gentleman | 


I object. Let us get on with | 


The | 
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of its Navy and Army, in order to increase, to 
| an enormous extent, its patronage and its power 
_ It is against this general tendency that I object, 

A Government made great by lavish expendi. 
tures, and its great patronage and power, is not q 
Government in harmony with the genius of oyr 
| institutions or the character of our people. While 
we have a mercantile marine larger in tonnage 
than any nation on the earth, why need we ap- 
orehend any danger from any foreign Power? 

rue, our war Navy is small, but it was so in the 
last war, and yet we wrested the trident from the 
proud mistress of the seas while in our infane ; 
upon the bosom of the mighty deep. If collision 
comes, why cannot you convert your mercantile 
marine into a hostile force, as you did in 1812, ang 
at a less expense than it would be to be constant| 
increasing the Navy? Rely upon the exigency of 
the hour, and the expenses of the Government 
will be far less by converting your private ships 
into a mighty armed force to meet the exigency 
when it arises. You need no navy to keepa hos. 
tile force from landing upon your shores; for on 
land we can bid defiance to the world in arms, 
We need a navy only to protect our commerce, 
| But thatis as safe to-day, under our marine power, 
as it was in 1812, The disparity between our 
Navy and that of England is no greater now than 
it was then. But we have gone on since 1844 in- 
creasing its expense from about six million dollars 
a yearuptothirteen million. Thusare we swell- 
ing up these enormcus expenses which are notto 
be controlled when once incurred. We go on in- 
creasing the expenses of Government and the 
taxes upon the people from year to year, and all 
the excuse we have in this case is that we feara 
hostile force will land upon our shores. 

Mr. COVODE. I oppose the amendment of 
my colleague from Pennsylvania, and I desire to 
reply to the remark of the gentleman that our 
Navy now compares as favorably with the Eng- 
lish navy as it did at the time of the war of 1812, 
I desire to call attention to a fact which the gen- 
| tleman from Pennsylvania and this House do not 
appear to know, and that is that Great Britain, at 
the close of the Crimean war, had in her service, 
in good repair, five hundred war steamers. In 
addition to that, she had the control of four hun- 
dred and fifty mail steamers, which she could call 
upon, for war purposes, at any time. She had, 
then, a war fleet of nine hundred and fifty vessels, 
fit for war at any time, while the United States 
has only twenty war steamers, eight of which are 
not in a condition to go out of harbor. Such is 
the comparative condition of the two countries, 
| so far as the steamer force is concerned. 

The British navy, in fact, has the control of 
the sea. Talk about fighting England with our 
Navy! If we fight England, her ships have got 
to come upon our coast. We cannot meet upon 
the high seas; for I assert, without fear of suc- 
cessful contradiction, that we are not able to cope 
with such a navy with our insignificant force. Eng- 
| land’s mail steamers are organized into ninety-one 
lines running direct from England, and twenty- 
five lines running between foreign ports, in_con- 
nection with them; and in addition to thé mine 

hundred and fifty war and mail steamers, she has 
|a merchant steam marine of over nine hundred 
and fifty vessels, making in all over one thousand 
nine hundred sea-going steamers. 
| Mr.WINSLOW. I moveto amend the amend- 
ment by adding one dollar to the amount. 
merely wish to state I think my friend from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Grow] is in error. The clause of 
the bill now under consideration is not a bill for 
the increase of the Navy, but it is the usual clause 
for the repair of the wear and tear of the Navy, 
and to render your vessels sea-worthy. 

Mr.GROW. The word “ increasing”’ is used 
in the very commencement of the clause. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I sounderstand; but under 
this clause the authority is not given to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to add new vessels. That au- 
thority is always conferred by express legislation. 
But he has authority, from time to time, to render 
sailing vessels into steam vessels. If you strike 





your vessels entirely out of commission. There 
are only twenty-three vessels in commission In 
| the United States, and if you reduce this appro- 
| priation you could not keep half of that fleet in a 
condition for sea-service. 

I have in my hand some statements in regard 





out this appropriation, you will throw many of 
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to our Navy, showing its comparative condition | 
in 1816, and in January, 1858. In 1816 we had 
forty-nine sail of vessels on the Atlantic sea-board | 
and in commission in foreign service, of an aggre- | 
vate connage of 30,000, and on the lakes twenty-five 
vessels of an aggregate tonnage of 17,000, making 
in all seventy-four vessels of 47,000 tons. The 
Navy then having been actively employed in the 
war with Great Britain, and subsequently in the 
Mediterranean, under Commodores Decatur and 
Bainbridge, against the Barbary pirates, was in | 
efficient condition, and a large proportion of the 
yessels were in sea-going condition. 

In 1858 we had seventy-seven sail of vessels | 
of all descriptions and classes, including line-of- | 
battle ships, frigates, sloops-of-war, store and | 
receiving ships, also including six new steam | 
sloops-of-war on the stocks, with two line-of- | 
battle ships also building, of an aggregate ton- | 
nage of 134,916. Of the battle-ships there are but | 
two that could be sent to sea, namely, the Ver- 
mont and Ohio, and not without extensive re- 
pairs. The remainder all require thorough repair, | 
at a large cost, and perhaps an alteration to heavy 
razee frigates. Of the frigates, there are six in | 
sea-worthy condition ;and of the sloops-of-war, in | 
sea-worthy condition, there are twenty-one; and 
of the brigs, three. The tonnage of these sea- | 
worthy sailing vessels is 35,839. ‘The tonnage of 
our steam navy is 47,067. The total tonnage of | 
our steam navy and sailing vessels, then, is 82,906. | 
The tonnage of our Navy in 1816 was 30,000. | 
The increase, then, in forty-two years is 52,906 
tons. 

The tonnage of all our naval force, including 
that of the lakes, in 1816, was 47,000; and in Jan- | 
uary, 1858, it was 134,916; showing an increase | 
of total tonnage in forty-two years of 87,916 tons. 

The total tonnage of our commercial marine in | 
1816, was 850,000; in 1858, it is 5,000,000; show- | 
ing an increase in forty-two years of 4,156,000 
tons. 

In 1816, we had seventy-four vessels of al! | 
classes; and in 1858, we had seventy-seven; being 
an increase of three. 

In 1816, a large proportion of the Navy was | 
not only in efficient condition, but in actual sea- | 
service duty. 

In 1858, there are in good, sea-worthy condition | 
forty-eight sail of vessels; six new steam propel- 
ler sloops on the stocks and two new steam-pro- | 
peller frigates—the Franklin and Stevens, war | 
steamers—making in all fifty-six vessels. Incom- | 
mission, at sea, we have twenty-three vessels. 

So that it appears that the total tonnage of the 
Navy has increased since 1816, while, numer- | 
ically, the Navy stands, with regard to effective | 
ships, nearly the same. 

It will be seen that, independent of any extra- | 
ordinary reasons for an increase of the naval force, | 
itis demanded by the great expansion of our com- 


| 


mercial marine; and to show the necessity, it is | 


unnecessary to resort to other arguments. The | 
bare statement of its condition is in itself an ar- 
gument. But it is felt that, owing to the proceed- | 
ings in the Gulf, and the aggressions on our ships | 
and seamen by the petty Powers of Central Amer- 
ica and Mexico and South America, we ought to | 
have a large force in those seas.. When this ne- 
cessity was felt, we had no available force but the | 
Water-Witch, Arctic, and Dolphin, mounting in | 
all but seven or eight guns. The aggressions re- | 
cently complained of are upon vessels owned by | 
the northern States of the Palos: It comes with 
ill grace from the Representative of the powerful | 
State of Pennsylvania to oppose measures for the | 
protection of the rights of her people and ship- | 
owners. a) 
Mr. PHILLIPS. I was sorry, Mr. Chair- 
man, to hear my colleague oppose the appropri- 
ation in this bill, because, independently of any | 
thing else, it is strikingly in contrast with the ac- | 
tion of the last House of Representatives, of which | 
he was a prominent and influential member. 1 | 
have before me, not only the estimates of this 
year, but also those of last year, and I find that | 
the clause in last year’s bill contained the very | 
same word, ‘‘increase,’’ which seems now te pro- | 
voke the apprehensions of my colleague. ‘The | 
estimate then was exactly the same as was then | 
appropriated —g2,877,000. That sum was appro- | 
priated by the House of Representatives, being | 








$27,000 more than is now asked for. Every gen- }} ment: 


Ueman ought to recognize the necessity of at least | 
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| according to the suggestion of the chairman of the 


| things wear, at least, a doubtful, if not a threat- 


| Or marines, pilots, engineers, firemen and coal-heavers, and 
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keeping the Navy now up to what it has been in || 
years past. There may come a time, Mr. Chair- 
man, and probably will withina few days, when, 


ticoes to commandant’s house and officers’ quarters, to com- 
| plete porticoes on mens’ quarters, pavement and curb for 
commandant’s house and officers’ quarters, at marine bar- 
racks, Pensacola, Florida, so as to fully complete said ma- 
rine garrison, 816,80). 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
ance with' existing laws? 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir; the last Congress 
provided for the building of marine barracks at 
Pensacola, Florida. This is to complete the work. 
l understand that estimates for the work have been 

| sent to the Navy Department. It can be done 
2000.000 f ese | much cheaper by the present contractor than in) 
$2,000,000 from the appropriation, leaving an in- any other way; and I think it politic for the amend- 
significant, trifling, and nominal appropriation. || ment to be adopted, and the money to be appro- 
_L regret, quite as much as the gentleman from || priated now. I have got no interest in the matter, 
North Carolina [Mr. Winstow] does, that the || bat I think it is right in itself, and ought to be 
objection should have come from a gentleman from || yoted in. - 2 


my State—a State which has so much at stake,|| Mr, LETCHER. It strikes me that the better 
as well in comme*ce as in everything else that is plan would be to get the estimates which are said 
protected by the Navy of the United States. If | to be atthe Navy Department before we under- 
there had been « demand made to increase the || take to act upon them. It may very well follow 


Committee on Naval Affairs, this House may be 
asked to vote a sum of money for the purpose of 
effecting areal increase of the Navy. But when 


Is that in accord- 


ening aspect, and when no one who cares for the 
commerce of the country, or the character of the 
country, would want to see the Navy diminished, 
my colleague [Mr. Grow] proposes to strike 


| usual appropriation, there might have been some || that the Navy Department did not think it a mat- 
| excuse for my colleague. But the last week, nay, || 


ter of much interest, and therefore did not trans- 
mit the estimates here. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have seen the communica- 

| tion of the gentleman having charge of the navy- 
yard at Pensacola; but Iam not one of those who 
like to write privete letters to the Departments. [ 
| tnink when the President of the United States 
| sends his annual message to Congress, it is all 
| that we have a right to attend to. Therefore, I 
| did not put myself to the trouble of calling on the 
| Department for information. I know this is right, 
| and ought to be voted in. 
Mr. LETCHER. Well; but it strikes me that 
ould ‘ to || it is the duty of the Secretary of the Navy, if such 
out what is virtually the entire appropriation, 80 | an appropriation as this is necessary, not to wait 
as to let our ships go to rot. ‘What will be our || to be applied to for « letter on the subject. 


Navy without ships in proper equipment and re- | Mr, WINSLOW. I understand that these es- 
pair? A few years since, officers were dismissed || timates were furnished by the Navy Department 


| 
the last day, might have suggested to some gen- || 
tleman the propriety of authorizing the officers of 
the Government, at their discretion, to use an in- 
creased amount. The amount estimated for is 
but the amount required in time of peace—an || 
amount required to equip our Navy, so as that it 
may deserve the name of a navy. It is notto in- 
crease our Navy, though, if half what we hear 
be true, we may be required very shortly to in- | 
crease it. I am sorry that any of my colleagues, 
members from a State which derives so much ma- 
terial aid and benefit from the protection of our | 
Navy, should rise in his piace and ask to strike 





| because they had nothing to du, owing to the di- || to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


lapidated state of the Navy. Then they wanted || 
to do without men, and now it is sought to do The amendment was agreed to. 

without ships. I hope his amendment will be | Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I offer an amend- 
voted down, and that a sum corresponding to that | 


; r . | ment, in the clause providing for the Boston navy- 
demanded by the Secretary of the Navy will be per ’ shoe tis wned od oneal +3 cee _ 
appropriated. || Fares 7 eee: Pr a 

ave WINGL «VU. 1 withdcaw ev amendancat. || words ** machine shop and for,’’ so that it will 
. avn . LC i} 
i read: 

Mr. FENTON. I offer the following amend- | For reservoirs, boiler-house, chimney and boilers at rope- 
ment, to come in at the end of the twenty-first line: || walk machine-shop, and for altering tar-kettles, machinery 
Provided, That in case any person, while engaged on || and bobbins for rope walk, machinery for machine shop and 
board of any vessel which may be built under the authority || foundery, extension of dry-dock, and repairs of all kinds, 

of this act, shall be disabled by wounds or otherwise, while || $203,500. 


in the line of his duty, and in the service of the United That does not increase th a) appropriation, but 
States, he shall be entitled to a pension, according to the 


aaeneee wr re irec oO yortion of 1 > applied. 
nature or degree of his disability, to commence trom the || maay dire an Ww a portior S it shall be applied 
date of such disability, and continue during his natural life, 1e amendment was agreed to. 


or igh gs yew obo bye oom) ™ omer a pane | Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I offer an 
810 Oo Pp reguiate acco ’ oO @Xisting pension laws. . . : r 
me Se ee ee Ne amendment, in the clause in relation to the New 


That the pensions which have been granted, or which may - = we 
hereafter be granted, to officers, non-commissioned officers, | | York navy-yard, after the word yard, insert 


musicians, privates, artificers, rangers, sea-fencibles, vol- || the words ‘* and filling in the new purchase,’’ and 


unteers, express-riders, seamen, marines, pilots, engineers, | gtrike out *¢ $269,516,” and insert in lieu thereof, 
firemen and coal-heavers, and other persons, in the land or |) ¢¢ ue 20.166.” | * 1) read: 

naval service of the United States, disabled by wounds or || ‘* $320,166;"" so that it will read: 

other injuries received while in the line of their duty, shall || For boiler-house and setting boilers, water pipes, drains, 
be considered to commence from the time of their being so || quay wall, sewer extended to quay wall, boiler to dredger, 
disabled ; and the amount of pension to which said officers, || timber basin, repairs of oakum-shop, filling ponds in yard, 
non commissioned officers, musicians, privates, artificers, || filling in the new purchase, dredging channel and scows, 
rangers, sea-fencibles, volunteers, express-riders, seamen || pilingsite for marine barracks, machinery for machine-shop, 
| boiler-shop, saw mill, foundery, stnithery, and brass found- 
| ery, and repairs of all kinds, $320,166. 


Mr. SEWARD. I believe that is so. 


other persons, may be entitled, shall be regulated according 


to existing laws in relation to the pay of invalid pensioners : Mr. LEITER. I object to that amendment 
Provided, That the amount of pension which any persons P — i r 


ry % ry ® bs 
abovenamed have received shall first be deducted from the || The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is in 
pension to which he is entitled under this act. That in || order. 


ease of the death of any officer, non-commissioned officer, | Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. If the gentle- 


musician, private, artificer, volunteer, express-rider, sea- |) YO i x 
: , ; L m Ohio will listen to me for a few mo- 
fencible, pilot, seaman, marine, engineer, fireman or coal- || man ft The 


heaver, or other person, mentioned in the first section of || ments, he will not object, I am certain. 
| amendment adds $50,650 to the appropriation al- 


this act, before or after the passage thereof, the amount 
eon a cae a the pewiens af ready in the bill for filling in the new purchase, 
rons surviving utd or chien andifexetnes one | which is indispensably necessary. The appropri 
next of kin of the persons provided for by the first section | aon 18 recommende by the Department, and is 
of this act. accepted by the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr.J. GLANCY JONES. [rise toa point of | The gentleman will find the recommendation in 
order. This amendment proposes general legis- || the book of estimates, page 233; and this is the 
lation. || precise amount recommended by the bureau. 
Mr. FENTON. Mr. Chairman, it appearsto || The appropriation is necessary on the score of 
me in order and entirely just, while we are pre- || economy. Dirt for the filling in can now be had 
paring for the general defense, by extending our || at a moderate price; but if the Government per- 
fortifications and increasing our Navy, to provide || mits that which it can now get to be sold to pri- 
for those gallant men who have hitherto, in time | vate individuals, it willcost them atleast one third, 
of our country’s greatest peril, defended its flag |, and perhaps one half, more hereafter. There is 
and maintained its honor. | a scarcity of waste dirt for building purposes in 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not in || the neighborhood. About half a mile from the 
order under existing laws. \| place required to be filled in there is now a suf- 











Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following amend- || ficient quantity of dirt for the purpose, but it is 
being exhausted every year by private individ- 


To pay the contractors for building cisterns, erecting por- || uals; and unless the Government takes it up now, 





f 
| 
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the necessary material will cost at least one half || they have estimated for everything which they 


more. Itis, therefore, a matter of economy; itis 
recommended by the Department, and is essen- 
tial, 
Means approve the amendment, there will be no 
objection to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. J.GLANCYJONES. I offer the follow- 
ingamendment, to come in at the end of the clause 
which has just been amended: 

And the amount heretofore appropriated for the coal- 
house may be applied to the completion of the store-house, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I moveto amend the clause 


in relation to the Philadelphia navy-yard by in- | 


serting between ** shop’’ and ‘ additional,’’ the 
words ** limits of the navy-yard,’’ and by increas- 
ing the appropriation from $97,214 to $222,214, 
so that it will read- 

For extending gun carriage shop, limits of the navy-yard, 
additional story to plumber’s shop, dredging channel and 
repairs of dredger, repairs of dry-dock, and repairs of all 
kinds, $222,214. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise a point of orderupon 
thatamendment. I want to knowif there isany 
law for this purchase which the gentleman pro- 
poses to make? 

Mr. FLORENCE. There isalaw authorizing 
the purchase of the ground now occupied by the 
navy-yard. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
color, altogether. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire, in order to facili- 
tate the purposes of the navy-yard at Philadel- 
»hia, to extend its limits. 

Mr. LETCHER. Before my friend goes on, 
I hope the Chair will decide the question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was only wait- 
ing to hear the statement of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania with reference to there being any 
existing law authorizing the purchase. Unless 
the gentleman can point the Chair to such a law, 


That is a horse of another 


the Chair must rule the amendment out of order. | 


Mr. MILLSON. Loffer the following amend- 
ment, to come in under the head of ** Norfolk:’’ 

For machinery and tools for new foundery and machine 
shop, $16,000. 

Had it been understood that the naval appro- 
»riation bill would be taken up to-day, there would 
aoe been, Lam informed, a communication re- 
ceived from the Navy Depariment asking for this 
appropriation, but as there isa very urgent ne- 
cessity for it, | beg leave briefly to explain. The 
Department has just ordered the commencement 
of the construction of one of the engines for a 
sloop-of-war, ordered to be built by the last Con- 
gress, at the new foundery just completed at Nor- 
folk, Virginia. Itis only two or three days since 
a report has been received from the chief engineer, 
that, in order to be able to complete the engine for 
the ship, it will be necessary to procure additional 
tools and machinery, costing about sixteen thou- 
sand dollars. I have examined the detailed es- 
timates at the bureau, and I do not remember the 
precise amount, but it is something near sixteen 
thousand dollars. ‘The communication would have 
been forwarded from the Navy Department to have 
been acted on by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, if it had been anticipated that the naval 
appropriation bill would be taken up to-day. I 
know the fact, however, that these tools and ma- 
chinery are cer a to complete the work which 
has been commence 

‘The new foundery at that navy-yard has been 
lately finished, and it is, perhaps, the best in the 
United States. I have said the engine for the new 
steamer has been ordered to be constructed there, 
and unless provision is made for these new tools 
and machinery, it will be necessary to construct 
portions of the work at other remiaeenend the 
cost of transportation will be nearly as much as 


the whole appropriation I have asked for; while | 


those tools and machinery will be required at that 
foundery, within a very short time, for the con- 
struction of other work. It will, therefore, be a 


matter of economy to make the provision now; | 


and I hope, after this brief explanation, there will 
be no difficulty in adopting the amendment. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Ali I have to say 
in regard to the amendment of the gentleman from 


Virginia is simply this: the Department, as I | 


have already said, have tried to reduce the esti- 


|| that amendment. 


I hope that, as the Committee of Ways and | 
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consider necessary for the next fiscal year. 
Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania allow me to explain? 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Inamoment. I 


' was proceeding to say that, after the Department 


had sent in the estimates, and placed them at as 
low a point as they felt themselves justified, the | 
Committee of Ways and Means have felt them- | 
selves bound to cutdown even those estimates as | 
much as possible. 

Mr. MILLSON. I will state to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that it was only on Monda 
last that a report was received from the chief engi- 
neer stating these facts. 


It was not because they | 


did not deem it necessary, that the Department || 


failed to estimate for it. ‘The Department knew | 
it to be necessary. I give my personal assurance 
of that fact; but they failed to estimate because 
they were not then apprised of the tools and ma- 
chinery necessary for the completion of that found- | 
ery and machine shop. 

Mr. 5. GLANCY JONES. I have no doubt 
that what the gentleman states is correct. We 
took these estimates as they were furnished to us. 
The Secretary of the Navy estimated for contin- | 
gencies. If this does not fall within the class of | 


contingencies estimated for—and I suppose per- || 


haps it does not—the committee has heard the | 
application of the gentleman for an appropriation 
of $16,000, and I wish to say that the only ob- | 
jection I can have to it is that we have not suffi- 
cientmoney in the Treasury to meet any expenses | 
that are notabsolutely necessary. I have no other 
objection. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following amend- | 
ment to come in after the 139th line: 

To continue or carry on the work as contemplated by 
the act approved January 28, 1857, authorizing the estab- 
lishing a naval depot on Blythe [sland, at Brunswick, on | 
the coast of Georgia, $300,000. 

This matter has been before the Naval Com- | 
mittee, and a bill has been reported to this House | 
which has been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with the unan- 
imous recommendation that the appropriation be | 
made. At the last session of Congress a naval | 
depot was established at Brunswick, Georgia, by, 
I believe, fifty-six majority, ona vote by yeas and 
nays, in this House, and by a vote in the Senate 
of more than two to one. 

No estimates have been sent in from the Navy 
Department, for the reason that the purchase of 
the land had not been completed and the jurisdic- 
tion of the State of Georgia had not been ceded at 
the time the regular estimates of the Navy De- 
partment were made up. The House will see that | 
they have already recognized the correctness of 
the appropriation by the provisions heretofore 
made, and it will be an economy of time by mak- 
ing the appropriation in this bill, and thus save 


the necessity of taking up the other bill reported || 
by the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 


I thought we ought to have had $600,000; but, 
in consideration of the hardness of the times, the 
Naval Committee unanimously agreed to recom- 


mend an appropriation of $300,000. Purchase of 1 


the land has been completed; the title is good; 
jurisdiction of the State of Georgia has been ceded; 
and they are ready to go on with the work. I 
hope there will be no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise the point of order, 
that the amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr.SEWARD. I appeal from the decision of | 
the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be, 
** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the committee ?”’ 

Pending the vote, by division, 

Mr. SEWARD. I do not want to embarrass 
the committee; but I ask that we shall have a vote 
on the proposition when we go into the House. 
I withdraw my appeal. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
lowing as a new paragraph: 

For the compiction of the marine hospital at Cincinnati, | 
Ohio, $50,000. 


Mr. LETCHER. [ raise a point of order on | 
My point is, that it has no le- | 


|" Mr. FLORENCE. 


|" Mr. FLORENCE. 


I move to insert the fol- || 





May 26, 








| ‘TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 


point of order is well taken. 

I move to ada the follow. 

_ ing to the paragraph for the Philadelphia navy. 
yard: 

| And to extend the advantages and use of the dry-dock by 


| removing the wall to a line south of its present location, ang 
to add to the railway, $150,000. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I make the point 
| that that amendment is not in order, for the reg. 
| son that it is not germane to this bill. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 

point of order. 

I hope objection will be 
withdrawn to thisamendment. It is moved with 
a view to increase the facilities of the Philade|- 
phia navy-yard. 

Several Members. Order! 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not jp 
| order. 

The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. Here are sundry appropria- 
tions for Mare Island, California; and I would 
inquire of the gentleman from California whether 
that island is a part of the property which is now 
the subject of litigation and controversy? If it is, 
then it seems to me that the Government ought 
to make no further appropriation until that ques- 
tion as to the title is settled, so that we may know 
whether or not we are making improvements 
upon our own land. 

Mr. SCOTT. In answer to the inquiry of my 
friend from Virginia, I will say that the title to 
Mare Island is vested in the United States. It 
was, I think, purchased from M. Vallejo in 1853, 
It is nota matter of controversy, and the Gov- 
ernment has a clear and unquestionable title to the 
| land and the improvements upon it. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I move to insert the fol- 
lowing: 

And it is hereby provided that the compensation of the 
watchman employed at the United States observatory and 
hydrographical office shall be the same as that paid to the 
scveral watchmen employed in the Executive Departments 
of the Government. 

I move the amendment in obedience to the rec- 
ommendation of the Department. It only in- 
creases the salary $100, and does not increase the 
ere at all. 

‘The questfon was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. GARNETT. I move to strike from the 
following paragraph ‘* 26,’’ and in lieu thereof to 
insert ** 20:”’ 

** For preparing for publication the American Nautical 
| Almanac, $26,880.”? 

I move this amendment in order to ask a ques- 
tion. I desire to call the attention of the chair- 
| man of the Committee of Ways and Means tothe 
| amount of this appropriation. It seems to me 
that $26,880 is a large amount to be appropriated 
for this purpose. I wish to know whether it is 
the same amount that was appropriated last year? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. P will answer tlie 
gentleman fully. Here are the items as published 
| in the estimates: 

Esti-nate of the amount required for the American Ephem- 

a Nautical Almanac for the fiscal year ending June 

II. 
For salaries of COMPULETS. ...... seccesvsessecs $16,250 0 
For purchase of paper, printing, &c., in order to 


publish in the year 1859, the Nautical Alma- 
uac for the year 1862, and tor occasional print- 








ing, stationery, books, bipding, &c........... 3,630 00 
For the twenty-four new planets discovered 
P.O, one dic cacs dcuts< camden casas eneence Siete oF 
| For new planetary tables... .....ccccsccssecese 1,000 00 
| Por dnedliary Sable, «sick sccs cevccisa décivcee ~ 3,600 0 
For extra edaions of the volumes already pub- ‘ 
MONOE . osnesvresccccccescceede scones Speees 800 09 
| Clerk...... 0.090086 000<0 Cceece soccee cece eces 500 0) 
| Contingent, including rent of office, fuel, ser- 
ene Rte, Bitie s5e050i600 0 ianasd deters céeces 700 00 


— ——_—— 


$26,880 00 
Ec 





Amount appropriated for the year ending June 
TEIGE Daishantiiosntndlnseeconetana teenaaneee 


The appropriation for the last year was pre- 
cisely what is now asked to be appropriated. 

Mr. GARNETT. It is desirable that in appro- 
priating money, we should get a quid pro quo. 
Amongst the items, if I heard them correctly, !5 
one for the discovery of new planets. I should 
_ like to know the basis according to which such 





mates to as low a point as possible. They have || gitimate connection with this bill. This isa Navy || work is valued? How much is each planet con- 
notestimated for this work, although I understand || appropriation bill. 


\ sidered to be worth? It appears to me to be the 
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discovering twelve new planets, $3,000! 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. It was deemed so 
well known, that no further notice than is men- 
tioned has been taken of this item. 

Mr. GARNETT. I confess that I was igno- 
rant, and Tam willing to be ignorant, and I know 
the House will excuse it when I am accompanied 
by the learned gentleman from Pennsylvania, | 
(Mr. J. GLaNncy Jones.] Here is an observatory | 
which you have built; you provide instruments for | 
it, and pay the clerks and watchmen, and every- 
body about it; and, finally, you make a special 
appropriation of $3,000 to pay for the discovery | 
of new planets! I submit that. such an appro- 
priation ought not to be in this bill. And, then, 
$16,000 of this appropriation is to pay the com- 
puters. 1 ask who these computers are? Are 
they United States naval officers ? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Some of them are. 

Mr. GARNETT. Then you were paying 
them two salaries. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Though officers 
of the Army or Navy, they are not, when em- 
ployed on this service, paid one dollar as officers. 

Mr.GARNETT. The gentleman says that 
some of them are officers. You make an appro- 
priation here to pay all these officers, so that they 
must be receiving two salaries. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Officers of the 
Army or Navy.are detailed for this duty when- 
ever they are wanted and they can be spared from 
the service; but they are paid only one salary. 

Mr. GARNETT. lam willing to pay for this 
Almanac; I am willing to pay for the paper, and 
the printing, as it isa scientific work, but I am 
not willing to pay $3,000 for the discovery of 
new planets. Nor am I willing to pay double 
salaries. The honor of discovering a new planet 
is enough, without any pay. And if we are to 
pay, I contend that it is an indignity to the pian- 
ets to pay only $250 a piece for them. I move to 
strike out the $3,000 for the new planets. 

Mr. LETCHER. Lam a little astonished that 
my colleague should kick up such a rumpus about 
these planets. I should suppose that a gentleman 
in his condition would be willing to pay more | 
than that for Verus alone. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MAYNARD. I want to know if Venus 
is anew planet in Virginia? [Renewed laughter. ] 

The question was taken on the arlendment of- 
fered by Mr. Garnett; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to strike out the 
whole clause in relation to the publication of the 
American Almanac. I understand that the Alma- 
nac is prepared by officers of the Government, 
who are paid regular salaries by the Government 
as such officers. 

Mr. WINSLOW. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Most of them are not officers of the Government. 

Mr. STANTON. If 1am mistaken in that, | 
withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Mr. Chairman, 
I move to substitute the word **four’’ for “‘five,’’ 
in the two hundred and twentieth line, and to strike 
outthe words “‘three hundred,’’inthetwo hundred 
and twenty-first line. I offer thisamendment for 
the purpose of enabling me to ask a question of the 

chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
I wish to inquire what he and the Administra- 
tion, whose organ upon this floor he is, propose 
to do with these five new steam-sloops, when they | 
shall have been constructed? Does not he know 
how fearly impossible it now is, and for a long 
time has been, to fill the crews of our ships of 
war already afloat, and in other respects prepared 
for service? and is he ignorant of the fact, that | 
the party to which he belorgs has procured the 
passage of a bill in the other branch of the Le- 
gislature, and which is now on the table of the 
Speaker of this House, calculated, if not intended, 
to destroy our chief source of supply of native | 
seamen? Sir, it is a fact, well known and indis- | 
putable, that more than two thirds of the men who 
compose the crews of our Navy are fereigners, 
and that not less than three fourths of the sailors 
in our merchant marine are also of foreign birth; 
and even with this resource, itis with the greatest | 
difficulty, and only after the most injurious delays 
and embarrassments, in many cases, that these | 
branches of service can be supplied with adequate 
crews. I speak, not against foreigners, but of 
the difficulty of procuring seamen. Add to the | 
number of vessels in the Navy, and this difficulty | 


* Se i. 5 j 
most extraordinary item I ever heard of. For 


will be increased, and the disproportion between 
native and foreign-born seamen enlarged. I think 
I may say with entire safety that a majority of 
our native sailors commenced going to sea as 
fishermen. There are hundreds of bays, rivers, 
and creeks in Maine and New England whose 
banks are populated by a hardy, vigorous, and en- 
terprising race of men, who employ afew months 
every year on fishing cruises; and from their ranks 


large numbers go annually into the merchant and | 
naval service of the country. Repeal the fishing | 


bounty, as you propose to do, and you strike 


every fishing smack from the ocean at a single | 
blow; for nothing is better established than the | 


fact, that, with the odds which exist against us 


since the reciprocity treaty, the fishing business | 


cannot be sustained fora week without the bounty. 
Iam no advocate for bounties of this kind, when 
they look only to fostering a branch of industry 


| for its own sake; but when by them you can se- 


cure strength to an important arm of the national | 


defense, and accomplish a great national object, 
not otherwise to be accomplished, L hold it to be 


within the scope of our power, and in the direct | 


line of wisdom and duty, to grant them. 
case, your ability to man the ships of war you 
already possess, to say nothing 6f those you con- 
template building, depends upon the preservation 
of our fisheries. Yet you are prepared to destroy 
them at the same time that you call for more 
ships. To build ships when you have not sailors 
to make up their crews, would be as wise as to 
build barns where there are no harvests, school- 
houses where there are no scholars, churches 
where there are no people, to buy lamps when 
you have no oil. ‘ Before we spend millions of 
dollars in constructing sloops and frigates, I think 


| it would be wise to learn whether our only school 


for sailors is to be broken up. It may be the 


| policy of the Administration to provide for these 


vast expenditures without knowing or inquiring 


| whether they can be of any service to the coun- 


|| try; it may desire authority to make contracts, 


involving the outlay of millions, as a basis of re- 
serves and contributions, to be used for the pur- 
pose of increasing its power and prolonging its 
existence. But that such a use of the people’s 


| money by the Administration will be approved 


by the country, when itis seen to be the tendency 


| of a part of its policy to impair the efficiency of 


the nation’s defenses, if not wholly to destroy the 
prestige of its flag, may be more than doubted. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Mr. Chairman, I 


| should not have responded to the gentleman from 


Maine, if he had not made an inquiry of me. I 
have always understood that it was the duty 


of the Government to raise money to buy ships; | 


but I never knew, until the gentleman from Maine 
| put his query to me, that it was partof the busi- 
| ness of the Government to buy men, or to furnish 


money to buy men. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the 
tleman allow me 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
tleman refused to yield to me. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


gen- 





No, sir; the 


I wanted to 


know what the Administration has been doing all | 


this session but buying men. [Laughter.] 
[Cries of ** Question !”? ** Question !’"} 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdraw the 


| amendment. 


| from Maine cannot withdraw his amendment | 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
amendment which I desire to propose. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. ‘The gentleman 


without my consent. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion | 


that the objection to the withdrawal comes too 


| late. 


Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. 


| answering the gentleman. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had resumed his seat, and no objection 
was interposed to the withdrawal of the amend- 
ment. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I offer the following amend- 


| ment: 


And to enable the Secretary of the Navy to cause to be 
constructed, without unreasonable delay, by contract or in 
the navy-yards of the Government, as he may consider most 
advisable, ten small screw-propeller sloops-of-war or dis 


| patch vessels, with full steam power, and with a draught of 


| 


water not to exceed twelve feet; said vessels to be con- 
structed, armed, and equipped, with reference to speed as 
dispatch vessels and efficiency 1s war steamers, $2,500,000. 


GLOBE. 


In this | 


gen- 


I have an | 


I was on the floor | 
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|| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Trise to a ques- 

|| tion of order. There is no law authorizing the 

construction of these steamers, and independent 
legislation is not in order in an appropriation bill, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 

| point of order well taken. 

| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I offer the 
amendment which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I appeal from the decision of 

the Chair. 

|| The CHAIRMAN. 

|| Mr. BOCOCK. 

1a high hand. 
The amendment of Mr. Strernens was read, as 

follows: 


‘To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the salary of 
Professor James P. Espy, $2,000; the payment to be made 
in the same manner, and under his control, as former ap- 
propriations for meteorological operations. 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. 1 think that is clearly a private 
| claim, and is not in order as an canines to an 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia.. It is not a 
claim atall. It is the usual salary that has been 
paid for the last ten years. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
of the gentleman from Georgia if the payment of 
this salary is authorized by an existing law? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It is author- 
ized by every appropriation bill for the last ten 
years, except one, and in that case it was paid 
afterwards. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
Georgia can refer the Chair to any law author- 
izing the appropriation, the Chair will hold the 
amendment to be in order; otherwise the Chair 
is of opinion that it is not in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The gentle- 
|| man from Georgia refers the Chair to every ap- 

propriation bill for the last ten years, except one. 
At the first session of the \ast Congress the ap- 
propriation was omitted, but it was made at the 
second session. 
| TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair considers that 
the amendment is not in order under the 81st 
| rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
uniformly offered in the same way. 
| The CHAIRMAN. It may have been offered 

and entertained by unanimous consent, but the 

point of order is made now, and the Chair feels 

bound to rule it out of order, unless the gentleman 
| can show that there is some law authorizing it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It has uni- 
formly been provided for by law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the amend- 
ment out of order. He is constrained to do so 
under the 81st rule. 

| Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I take an ap- 

| peal from the decision of the Chair; and state as 
the ground of my appeal, that this has been uni- 
formly voted, in precisely this way, for the last 
ten years. 

|| The-CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

The question is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 

|| stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 

| The question was taken; and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I now offer the following 
| as an additional section to the bill: 
| ind be it further enacted, That to enable the Secretary 


——— LR —_— 


It is too late to appeal. 
The Chair carries things with 





It has been 





of the Navy to cause to be constructed, without unreason- 
able delay, by contract, or in the navy-yards of the Govern- 
ment, as he may consider most desirable, ten small screw- 
propellers, sloops-of-war or dispatch vessels, with full steam 
power, and with a draught of water not to exceed twelve 
feet, said vessels to be constructed, armed, and equipped, 
with reference to speed as dispatch vessels and efficiency 
as war steamers, the suin of $2,500,000 is hereby appro- 
priated. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 raise the 
|| question that that amendment is not in order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment not to be in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I insist that it is in order, 
under the existing laws authorizing the establish- 
|'mentofanavy. [Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order!’’] 
| The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
,| Does the gentleman appeal from the decision of 
|| the Chair? 
|| Mr. FLORENCE. Ido appeal from the de- 
| cision of the Chair; and call for tellers upon the 
| appeal. 

1 Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Aprain and 
Burrinton were appointed. 
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The question wastaken; and the tellers reported | ment while 1am up, which proposes to appro- 


—ayes eighty; a further count not being de- 
manded. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Lam instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
following amendments, of which I gave nouce, to 
come in at the end of the bill: 

To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay for the pub 
lication of the code of regulations for the government of 
the Navy, as directed in the second section of the act en 
titled ** An act making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending June 30, 1858,” approved March 3, 1857, 
$3,000. 

‘l'o enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the expenses 
of the courts of inquiry to investigate the cases of certain 
officers affected by the act entitled “ An act to amend an 
act entitled * An act to promote the efficiency of the Navy 
in respect to dropped and retired naval officers,’ ”’ approved 
January 14, 1857, $110,000. 

For the completion of the publication ef the charts of the 
late expedition for the exploration of the river La Plata and 


ils tributaries, $5,000. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I call for separate votes 
upon the various propositions, 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. As separate votes 
have been called upon the several items, | propose 
to send up and have read a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, explaining the several items. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

Navy Department, May 13, 1858. 

Sir: I have the honor to call your attention to two onis- 
sions in the naval appropriation bill passed at the last ses 
sion of Congress. 

The seventh section of that act (page 247, pamphlet edi 
tion of laws, third session Thirty- Fourth Congress) directed 
the Secretary of the Navy to have prepared, and report to 
Congress at its present session, for approval, a code of reg 
ulations for the government of the Navy. The code has 
been prepared, and is under revision ; and it is contemplated 
to sulanit it to Congress at this session. Ithas necessarily 
involved expenses amounting to about three thousand dol 
lars, for Which no appropriation was made. 

The act of the 16th of January, 1857 (pages 153 and 154, 
pamphiet edition of laws above referred to,) entitied * An 
act to amend an act entitled * An act to promote the effi- 
ciency of the Navy,’”’ required the organization of courts 
of inquiry toinvestigate the cases of certain officers affected 
by the act of which it was amendatory ; and the operation 
of the act first referred to was limited to one year from its 
passage. The courts of inquiry have been had, and the re 
sults reported. Expenses amounting to about one hundred 
and ten thousand dollars were necessarily incurred for this 
purpose, for which no appropriation was made. 

1 respectfully request that the necessary appropriations 
be made for these purposes. 

There was evidently another omission in the naval appro- 
priation bill passed at the last session. The sum of $6,760 
had been asked by the Department for preparing for publi- 
cation the surveys of the late expedition to the North Pa 
cific and Behring’s Straits, and $5,000 for finishing those of 
the late expedition for the exploration and survey of the 
river La Plata and its tributaries. Though the act making 
the appropriation specified it to be for both subjects, and the 
discussion On the bill indicated that it was so considered 
by Congress, yet, as the sum appropriated was the exact 
amount estimated for the first named object, it has been ap 
plied to it; and the work last specified has been delayed. 

1 would therefore suggest that the sum of $5,000 be ap 


propriated ** for completing the publication of the charts of 


the late expedition for the exploration of the river La Plata 
and its tributaries.” 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, ISAAC TOUCEY. 
Hon. J. Guancy Jones, Chairman Committee Ways and 

Means, House Representatives. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I have afew words 
to say, which willapply to the three amendments. 
The act of 1857 provided for the code mentioned, 
and it pow requires $3,000 to pay for it. The sec- 
ond amendment is an appropriation of $110,000 
to pay for the courts of inquiry. Every gentle- 
man is acquainted with the necessity for this ap- 

ropriation. These courts of inquiry have been 
field during the last year, trying the cases of 
dropped and furloughed and other officers, who 
had the right of appeal under act of Congress of 
the preceding session. This money is for the ex- 
penses of those courts. 

The third amendment is to pay for charts of the 
exploration of the river La Plata. It is proposed 
to print them for the use of our commerce. It is 
known that a small steamer, under Captain Page, 
was sent out for the survey of that river. Our 
commerce is steadily growing in that quarter. 
Unless, however, these charts are published, the 
survey will be of little good to our mariners. The 
ae is barely sufficient. I hope the 
amendment will be agreed to. 

Mr. CURTIS. I have no objection to the first 
two, but I have to the lastamendment. | ask that 
there shall be a separate vote on it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, 
the vote will be taken on the amendments sep- 
rately. 


Mr. CURTIS. | will speak to the third amend- | 


ment, as follows: 
| ‘To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the expenses || 


| officers affected by an act entitled * Anactto amend an act 


| the exploration of that river, that we had in the 


priate $5,000 for the publication of charts of the 
survey of the Rio de la Plata. 

It is true, Mr. Chairman, that one of our na- 
tional vessels (the Water Witch) was sent to 
South America to survey one of the rivers of that 
country. But why should our vessels be sent to 
South America to survey rivers there, while the 
rivers of our Own country remain unsurveyed 
and unexplored? Now that the La Plata, a river 
far beyond our dominions, has been surveyed, | 
why should we go to the expense of sahilablan 
charts of the survey? It is a river entirely be- 
yond our reach, and thousands of miles south of 
the Isthmus. 
with the commerce of the high seas than the Mis- | 
sissippi or the Danube; and, sir, our Navy has 
no more to do with it than they have with ariver 
of France. The meuth of the La Plata is thirty- 
five degrees of latitude south of the equator, and 
therefore seventy-three degrees south of this cap- 
ital, What have we to do with the interior riv- | 
ers of a country so remote and so disconnected | 
from our territory ? 

It is true that we have sent a national vessel 
there. ‘Twenty-five thousand dollars were appro- 
priated last year ‘* to complete the explorations | 
of the Parana and the tributaries of the Paraguay, 
and it is now proposed perhaps to get up a book 
relating to the explorations of these rivers, as we 
have had volumes published concerning other 
rivers in South America. I am opposed to all 
such appropriations, and especially to the first 
step. ‘Chat very survey of the La Plata and its | 
tributaries has involved us in difficulty with the 
Republic of Paraguay, which may result in a re- 
mote, expensive, and vexatious war. The inten- | 
tion of our vessel to proceed up the eastern branch 
of La Plata, the Parana, was opposed by Para- | 
guay; but the vessel determined to carry out the 
survey, and, persisting against remonstrance, was | 
fired upon from a Paraguayan fort; and | see that 
itis proposed to empower the President of the Uni; 
ted Siates to send armed vessels there to avenge | 
that assault upon our vessel. In the mean time, | 
we are called on to publish charts of their rivers, 
while we have no access to, or commerce on, their | 
waters. The whole thing appears to me wrong, 
and | hope the amendment will not pass. 





The question was taken on the first amend- | 


ment; and it was agreed to. 
The question recurred on the second amend. | 


of the courts of inquiry to investigate the cases of certain | 


entitled * An act to promote the efficiency of the Navy,’ ” 
in respect to dropped and retired naval officers, approved 
16th of January, 1867, $110,000. 
The question was taken; and the amendment | 
was agreed to. 
The question recurred on the third amendment, | 
as follows: 
For the completion of the publication of the charts of the 


late expedition forthe exploration of the river La Plata and | 
its tributaries, $5,000. 


Mr. NICHOLS. 





of making a suggestion to my friend from lowa, 
{Mr. Curtis.] 1 am in favor of printing these 
charts. He asks what was the object of the sur- 
vey? I answer that we have the same object in 


exploration of the Amazon and other South Amer- | 
ican rivers. If the gentleman has examined the 
results of those explorations upon that continent, 
he cannot fail to see their great benefit to our peo- 
ple. The survey of the Amazon was made some 
years ago, and the results were published to the 
country; and a mercantile friend of mine from 
New York, told me some weeks since, that from 
information he had obtained, there had grown up 
with the countries explored by that expedition, 
and in consequence of the facilities furnished by | 


a {| 
the publications of the Government, a trade now | 


amounting to some two or three million dollars 
annually. 

Let me say another thing in answer to the gen- 
tleman. This survey proceeded with the knowl- 
edge and by consent of the South American States 
within whose jurisdiction it was proposed to carry 
it on; and passports were furnished by those Gov- 
ernments to our officers who were engaged in it. | 
It was proposed to make acontribution to knowl- | 
edge, for the enterprise of our own people, which, | 





It is a river no more connected || 


I move to increase that ap- || 
propriation one dollar, and I do it for the purpose || 
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if left to the inactivity of those Governments them. 
selves, would have never been afforded. What. 
| ever the result may have been; whatever misun. 
derstandings and difficulties may have occurred 
my information is that the survey proceeded with 
the consent of the South American Governments. 
Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman is mistaken jn 
regard to the assent of the Government hayj 
been given to this survey. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Iam very anxious 
to get through with this bill, and I must insis; 
that the gentleman shall confine his remarks to 
the question under consideration. 

Mr. CURTIS. I will proceed in order; but | 
desire to reply to the remark that we had the as. 
sent of the Government to make the survey of the 
La Plata and its tributaries, the Paraguay and Pa. 
rana. It was the want of that assent that caused 
the difficulty with the authorities of Paraguay, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Does not the gen. 
tleman from Iowa understand that the Argentine 
Republic has conferred fluvial liberty upon the 
world, as to all the rivers of South America within 
| that Confederation ? 

Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman does not under. 
stand me. The difficulty is not with the Argen. 
tine Republic. Paraguay is one of the independ. 
ent States of South America, and the Paraguay 
and Parana rivers are the common boundaries 

between this Republic and different States of the 

| Argentine Confederation. Paraguay never gave 
her consent. On the contrary, the Government 
refused it, and endeavored to prevent it by firing 
upon our ship. Paraguay is not one of the Ar. 
gentine States. 

I wish to say, also, that this idea of my honor- 
able friend from Ohio [Mr. Nicnoxs] of convey- 
ing knowledge of that river io ihe world, would 
perhaps be well conceived if we had first surveyed 
our own rivers. Here, in our own great North- 
west, is the Red River of the North, a great river, 
upon which our settlements are gathering, and 

ou do not know whether it is navigable or not, 

‘here is also the Yellow Stone, Columbia, and 

other rivers, of our own country, that have not 

been surveyed, and their surrounding country is 

unknown. There is, also, the Colorado of the 

South, connecting witha great gulf of the Pacific, 
_ and extending thousands of miles in our interior, 
which has not been surveyed, although some ef- 
forts are now being made to that effect. While we 
have thus neglected to survey our own rivers, how 
prepesterous and absurd to send vessels to South 
America, for the purpose of getting knowledge of 
her rivers for the benefit of the world! I submit 
my remonstrance against this and all other at- 
tempts to develop South America, while this, our 
own great continent is unexplored and undevel- 
oped. 

The amendment to reduce the appropriation 
one dollar was withdrawn. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. BOWIE. I move to add the following 
amendment: 

For Fort Madison, $15,000, in aid of the United States 
Naval School at Annapolis. 

I desire to speak in favor of my amendment, and 
| I mean to speak in a sense, and ina way, that 
| will touch the heart of every true patriot. I have 
offered this amendment to protect the national Na- 
val School at Annapolis, where the midshipmen 
who are sent into the Navy to command our ships 
of war, are educated. Mr. Chairman, I want to 
build up a wall around the great national frinci- 
ple of patriotism, [laughter,] whether it be among 
the old Federalists or Democrats. I am for protect- 
ing my own native country, and the flag that flies 
over us; I am for sustaining that. But thatis 
| immaterial to this amendment, which is to appro- 
priate $15,000 for Fort Madison, which guards the 
approach to the Naval School, situated at Annap- 
‘olis. I find in a report made on the 24th day of 
| November, 1857, that Captain Meigs states that 
$15,000 has been appropriated by Congress, and 
that up to that time it was unexpended. 
| [Here the hammer fell.] 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am op- 
| posed to the amendment, and ask that the ques- 
| tion be taken on it. 
| ‘The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that the bill be 
laid aside, to be reported to the House with the 
) amendments. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
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